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Sermon Notes | Welcome to Sound City 

Bible Church #8 | Ministers of a New 

Covenant (2 Cor. 3:1-6)

Sermon Outline 
Introduction


• “Covenant” — a deeply misunderstood idea in our culture, but one of the mega-themes of the bible


• Comes from the character & nature of God himself.


A Complicated History


• Corinthian church planted by Paul (Acts 18:1-18)


• Lost Letter #1 (1 Cor. 5:9)


• 1 Corinthians written


• Timothy’s check-in (Acts 19:22)


• A "painful visit" (1 Cor. 4:18-19, 2 Cor. 2:1)


• Lost Letter #2, the “letter of tears” (2 Cor. 2:4, 7:8-9)


Letters of Recommendation | vs. 1-3


• Common practice in our day, even more common and necessary in the ancient world.


• Example: Zenon Papyri #2026: Asklepiades to Zenon, greeting. Philo, the bearer of this letter to 

you, has been known to me for a considerable time. He has sailed up in order to obtain 

employment in certain sections of the bureau of Philiskos, being recommend by Phileas and other 

accountants. Be so good, therefore, as to make his acquaintance and introduce him to other 

persons of standing, assisting him actively, both for my sake and for that of the young man himself. 

For he is worthy of your consideration, as will be evident to you if you receive him into your hands. 

Farewell. 

• Paul’s authority is being questioned by some in the Corinthian church


• Paul is essentially saying, “I don’t need letters of recommendation to say that my ministry is valid and 

from God. I have you — the evidence is in your changed lives.”


Our mission is to glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples and making disciples.
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Ministers of a New Covenant | vs. 4-6


• The only thing that makes any of us “sufficient” is Christ. “Does my life count?” If you belong to Jesus, 

then the answer is always “yes.”


• Paul turns the discussion of “letters of recommendation” to the idea of God’s new covenant being 

written directly on our hearts.


What Is a Covenant?


Lexham Bible Dictionary: “A sacred kinship bond between two parties, ratified by swearing an oath…

While covenants invariably contain laws, a growing number of scholars recognize the priority of covenant 

relations over legal obligations.”


Contract vs. Covenant


Dr. Scott Hahn:


• Exchange of promises vs. a solemn oath


• Exchange of property vs. an exchange of lives


• Motivation of profit vs. motivation of loyalty


• Temporary vs. permanent


Human Covenants (bi-lateral)


• Between leaders & tribes (Gen. 21:32, Josh. 9:6-15)


• Marriage (Prov. 2:17)


• Parent/child (Ruth 1:16-17)


• Between friends (1 Sam. 18:1-3)


• A personal covenant (Job 31:1)


Divine Covenants (uni-lateral)


• With Adam (Hos. 6:7)


• With Noah (Gen. 6:18)


• With Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3)


• With Moses (Ex. 19:5-6)


• With David (2 Sam. 7:5-16)


• A “New Covenant” (Jer. 31:31-34)


Note: while all of the Old Testament covenants are/were important, the one that stands out in the OT is 

the Mosaic covenant. When the bible references “breaking the covenant,” it most often refers to this one. 

A New Covenant | Jeremiah 31:31-37


Our mission is to glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples and making disciples.
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The New Covenant is Different:


• Law written on hearts, not on stone tablets


• Each individual can relate directly to God


• The New Covenant will be unbreakable


The New Covenant is the Same:


• “I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”


A Covenant in Jesus’ Blood | Luke 22:19-20


• Jesus paid the price for our covenant breaking


• Jesus seals us with his blood in this new covenant 


Revisit: Ministers of a New Covenant | vs. 4-6


• Paul was able to see good fruit in the lives of the Corinthian church because he acted covenantally 

toward them. Instead of giving up on them in the middle of turmoil, drama, and pain, he stuck it out.


• What would it look like for us to be covenantal in our thinking and actions: with our spouses, our 

children, our friends, our churches?


Conclusion


• For those who are covenant-breakers, there is grace to be found in the faithfulness of God


• For those who have been hurt by others’ breaking of a covenant, there is healing to be found in the 

faithfulness of God

Our mission is to glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples and making disciples.


