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Sermon Notes | The Letters of John #2 | 

Bad and Good Examples (3 John)

Sermon Outline 
Introduction


• 2 John was about how truth and love work together. 


• John had given some instruction on being discerning, being guarded against false teachers. But in 3 

John we see that one particular leader took this good instruction far beyond John’s intention.


• 3 John is the shortest book in the bible (fewest words). 2 & 3 John are often called the “twin epistles.”


The Greeting | vs. 1-4


• Common practice in our day, even more common and necessary in the ancient world. 

• Paul’s authority is being questioned by some in the Corinthian church


• Paul is essentially saying, “I don’t need letters of recommendation to say that my ministry is valid and 

from God. I have you — the evidence is in your changed lives.”


Ministers of a New Covenant | vs. 4-6


• Gaius was John’s “beloved” friend. They were very close


• “Whom I love in truth.” - both culture and the bible say that love is the most important value or ethic in 

the world. But when the bible and culture say this, they mean different things.


• Culture’s definition of love is self-focused, driven by desires, says yes to every passion, and is 

motivated by whatever makes you happy.


• Bible’s definition of love is others-focused, driven by service, willing to deny oneself, and is 

motivated by God’s glory.


• "Love does not function as some disconnected emotion with no substance or content. Without 

truth it will devolve into mere sentimentalism. Love and truth are necessary companions. They go 

together. They work together. They must stay together. John expresses sincere love flowing from 

both heart and head, a love rooted in him who is the “truth” and “true God” (John 14:6; 1 john 

5:20).” - Daniel L. Akin


• “Be in good health as it goes well with your soul.” – God cares about the whole person.


• “Walking in the truth” – truth is not just what we know in our heads but what we live out in our actions


Our mission is to glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples and making disciples.
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The Good Example | vs. 5-8


• Missionaries going out “for the sake of the name”


• Gaius was not only welcoming and hospitable, but he loved them very well


• John is proud of Gaius, and gives him encouragement for his good example


The Bad Example | vs. 9-10


• While Gaius was put forward as a good example, Diotrephes is put forward as a bad example


• Dietrophes is likely a leader, possibly even an elder in this church.


• It’s not just that Diotrephes was a “jerk” or that he didn’t get along with John, he has a fundamental 

misunderstanding and misapplication of the gospel.


Diotrephes vs. Jesus


Diotrephes’ behavior is in direct opposition to the gospel.


1. Pride vs. humility (Matt. 20:16, Phil. 2:5-8)


2. Insubordinate vs. submissive (Luke 22:42)


3. Gossiping vs. building up (Eph. 4:29, Luke 23:34)


4. Inhospitable vs. welcoming (Matt. 11:28, Luke 14:16-24)


5. Bullying vs. defending (Matt. 9:36)


6. Divisive vs. unifying (John 17:20-21)


Imitate What Is Good | vs. 11-15


• Another good example, Demetrius, is put forward.


• Final words of encouragement and love


Conclusion | vs. 11


• “Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does good is from God; whoever does evil has 

not seen God.”


• We need good examples. Examples are critical for us as we learn to live out the Christian life


• Younger needs older. And older needs younger.


• We need more than just good examples. We need a heart transplant. According to the 2nd half of vs. 

11, we will only be able to truly do good, to truly imitate these good examples, if we are born of God.


• “Good here is not a general category of “good things,” but specifically the good that comes from 

God, that is in harmony with God’s character and in keeping with God’s actions. Above all, that 

good is the good of love modeled and inspired by God. “Let us love one another, for love is of 

God” (1 Jn 4:7; 3:10; 4:20). Love for others demonstrates both love for God and the indwelling love 

Our mission is to glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples and making disciples.
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of God flowing through that person. The call to imitate what is good, what is from God, will be 

heeded only by those who are also from God. For those who have not come into fellowship with 

God cannot live out the good.” - Marianne Meye Thompson


For those who are not Christians:


• Being a Christian is not simply about trying your best to be a good person and copy good examples.


• It’s about recognizing that despite our best efforts, we all fall short and we need a Savior.


For those who are Christians:


• The Christian life is not primarily about trying harder to be better, but about living out the reality that 

God has given us his Holy Spirit, a new heart, a new mind. We can follow these good examples 

because we have been made alive with Christ and are now empowered by God to do so.

Our mission is to glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples and making disciples.


