
Your Kingdom Come 
Teach Us To Pray #3 
August 16, 2015 
 
 
Introduce sermon series 
Invite all to stand and pray The Lord’s Prayer together 
 
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
     — Matthew 6:9–13 
 
**Opening Prayer 
 
INTRODUCTION 
On April 12, 1961, the first human being to enter outer space did so aboard the Soviet 

Russian spacecraft Vostok 1. His name was Yuri Gagarin, and he was only 27 years old. It 

was the height of the Cold War, with tensions between the “Christian” USA and the “atheist” 

Russia at an all time high. When he returned, the Soviet leadership praised him as a hero, a 

triumphant world-changer, and the picture-perfect Soviet. In the press releases that 

followed, the story was told that upon entering space, Yuri Gagarin boldly announced, “I 

went up to space, but I didn’t encounter God.” 

 

Interestingly enough, Yuri was, in fact, a baptized member of the Russian Orthodox Church. 

By all accounts, he was quite devout, but due to Soviet oppression of Christianity, he kept 

that to himself. Also it’s interesting to note that no such quote exists in the transcripts 

recorded during that 108-minute long flight. But, the point was made: in this new era of 

scientific progress, how can we believe in God or in a place called heaven? If we travelled far 

enough could we get to heaven? Or more pointedly, “why should we care about heaven 

when all we can see around us is the earth?” 

 

In this week’s focus, we are instructed to pray that God’s kingdom would come and his will 

would be done, right here on earth just like it is done in heaven? So I think the only logical 

place to start is with the question, “what is heaven?” 
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I. WHAT IS HEAVEN? 

1. Heaven is where God is fully present in glory 

a. Not a place where a rocketship can travel, it’s his domain. 

b. In the bible, it’s described as God’s throneroom.  

i. Psalm 11:4 — The LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD’s throne is in 

heaven; his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man.  

ii. Psalm 20:6 —Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed; he will 

answer him from his holy heaven with the saving might of his right 

hand. 

c. N.T. Wright — [We need to] sort out the familiar, but technical, terms. ‘Heaven’ 

and ‘earth’ are the two interlocking arenas of God’s good world. Heaven is 

God’s space, where God’s writ runs and God’s future purposes are waiting in 

the wings. Earth is our world, our space. 

d. God is present in all places, but he is fully present in glory in heaven 

2. God’s will is done perfectly in heaven 

 

RECAP 

1. Prayer starts with adoption | Pray the Gospel 

2. Adoption moves into adoration | Praise praise before petition 

3. Bring our requests... 

 

II. GOD’S KINGDOM 

1. Kingdom = the rule & reign of God 

a. Put another way, it’s where God is in charge spreading throughout the earth 

b. R.C.H. Lenski — “This kingdom is the heavenly reign and rule of God through 

Christ in the gospel of grace. Where Christ is, there this kingdom and rule is, 

and, of course, also those who through him participate in the blessings of this 

rule and kingdom.” 

c. Psalm 145:10-13 — 10All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all 

your saints shall bless you! 11They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 

and tell of your power, 12to make known to the children of man your mighty 

deeds, and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 13Your kingdom is an 

everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
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2. Sin cannot be part of God’s kingdom 

a. Sin results in separation from God. 

b. Rebellion, mutiny, insurrection. 

c. Gospel - war metaphor (instead of adoption metaphor) 

d. Colossians 1:13-14 — 13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 

transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

3. God’s kingdom is breaking into earth 

a. N.T. Wright — Think of the vision at the end of Revelation. It isn’t about 

humans being snatched up from earth to heaven. The holy city, new 

Jerusalem, comes down from heaven to earth. God’s space and ours are 

finally married, integrated at last. That is what we pray for when we pray ‘thy 

Kingdom come’. 

b. Already/Not Yet | Hebrews 2:8 — Now in putting everything in subjection to 

him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet see 

everything in subjection to him. 

4. Three enemies: the world, the flesh, and the devil 

a. Ephesians 2:1-3a — 1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which 

you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the 

power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 
3among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the 

desires of the body and the mind... 

5. Ultimately, God’s kingdom will be perfect 

a. Matthew 6:33 — But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 

all these things will be added to you. 

b. 2 Peter 3:13 — 13But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens 

and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

c. What is broken? What is incomplete? What don’t we see submitted to God? 

6. The Church is an expression of the kingdom 

a. Church is not equal to the kingdom, but an expression of it 

b. Craig Keener — We who believe that God’s kingdom has invaded history in 

the person of Jesus of Nazareth (Mt 13:31–33) must exemplify his reign in our 

own lives in the present. The world around should be able to look at how 
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God’s people treat one another and see what heaven is like, so much so that 

they want to have a share in that future kingdom we live out among them in 

this age. 

 

**Note on politics 

● Jesus is the King, and Kings rule over nations. In our context, politicians rule over 

nations / The next year and a half is going to be awful 

● Remember that Rev. 11 says that eventually, all kingdoms will pass away. That means 

the return of Jesus means no more politicians. 

● 1 Tim. 2:1-2 — 1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for all people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, that 

we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 

 

When we pray, “your kingdom come,” we are asking to see the expression of God’s perfect 

kingdom grow and grow here on earth. Everything that is out of line put to rights. But we 

move into “your will be done,” which means our will has to be lowered. 

 

III. GOD’S WILL 

1. What is God’s will? 

a. God’s secret will (will of decree) 

i. Acts 2:23-24 — 23...this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite 

plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands 

of lawless men. 24God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, 

because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 

b. God’s revealed will (will of desire) 

i. Example: 10 Comandments 

c. God’s will of direction 

i. Do not fear. Proverbs 16:9 — The heart of man plans his way, but the 

LORD establishes his steps. 

d. We tend to obsess over #3, but the bible doesn’t. Speaks predominantly about 

#2 and #1, very little about #3. 
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e. We are to have confidence in God’s eternal, secret will. We are to obey God’s 

revealed will, his will of desire. And in God’s will of direction, we are to 

prayerfully live with wisdom. 

2. How can I know God’s will? 

a. First, what aspect of God’s will are we talking about? 

i. Example (God’s will of desire) | 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5 — 3 For this is the 

will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; 
4 that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness 

and honor, 5 not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know 

God. 

ii. You don’t need to pray and test if God wants you to be sleeping with 

your girlfriend. The answer is already no. 

b. Second, remember that God is not trying to trick you. 

c. Five tests: 

i. The Scripture Test (Acts 17:11) 

1. bereans “...examined everything in the scriptures” 

ii. The Community Test (Proverbs 24:6) 

iii. The Prayer Test ( 

iv. The Conscience Test (Romans 2:15-16) 

1. “...their conscience bears witness…” 

v. The Wisdom Test (Proverbs 1:3) 

1. “to receive instruction in wise dealing, in righteousness, justice, 

and equity” 

 

When we pray for God’s will to be done, we are primarily talking about his moral will, but also 

his will of guidance. It requires us putting to death our self-centeredness. It requires an 

understanding that this world is not all about “me.”  

 

IV. WHY PRAY? 

If God is sovereign, if he’s in charge of the whole universe, why should we pray? 

● What happens if we don’t pray, will God’s will still be accomplished? 

● What about those times in the bible that it appears that God changes his mind due to 

people’s prayers? 
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● If we pray persistently, can our will override God’s will? 

● What if I prayed earnestly and persistently, but it still didn’t go the way I wanted? Were 

my prayers wasted? Or was I not earnest enough? 

 

1. Prayer is more than requests 

2. God is absolutely sovereign...and our prayers really matter! 

a. Two truths that are hard for us to reconcile, but they are held in tension 

b. The bible is absolutely  clear that God is completely in control 

c. The bible is also absolutely clear that “the prayers of a righteous man are 

powerful and effective.” They have effects. 

d. R.C. Sproul — “No human being has ever had a more profound understanding 

of divine sovereignty than Jesus. No man ever prayed more fiercely or more 

effectively.” 

3. Prayer doesn’t change God 

a. Eternal will or his moral will 

b. No matter how hard we all prayed, Jesus will still return 

4. Prayer does change things 

a. Very clear examples throughout scripture. Abraham arguing with God over not 

destroying Sodom. 

b. God “relents” at least for a season 

5. Prayer changes us 

a. Spending time with God in prayer makes us more godly 

b. Brings our prayers more in line with God’s will 

c. Causes us to realize how unqualified we are for the job of “God” 

 

John MacArthur — God is sovereign, but He is not independently deterministic. Too many 

believers look at God’s sovereignty in a fatalistic way, thinking that whatever will be will be…A 

tension will always exist between God’s sovereignty and man’s will, therefore we should not 

try to resolve it by modifying what He says about either reality. God is sovereign, but He gives 

us choices. And it is in His sovereignty that He commands us to pray, “Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. 
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V. PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE 

1. Pray kingdom prayers. Ask the question, “what’s broken and in need of God’s 

redemptive work?” 

2. Live kingdom lives, individually and as a church 

3. Pray for rulers & all in authority 

4. Fight “self” to death by the Spirit 

 

CALL TO RESPONSE 

1. Financial Giving 

2. Discussion Questions: 

1. What is the kingdom of God? How are we participants in his kingdom today? 

2. What is “God’s will?” Explore the different senses of the term. 

3. What are some of the challenges of knowing God’s will and how can we address 

them? 

4. How can we grow in obedience to God’s will? How can we help one another? 

5. Read 1 Peter 2:9-12. How does Peter instruct us to live now that we’re part of God’s 

kingdom? 

3. Prayer Points 

1. Pray for people and situations that are broken and ask for God’s kingdom to come. 

Be others-centered. (Note: please exercise discretion in sharing personal details 

about others. Give no place to gossip.) 

2. Pray that Sound City Bible Church would follow Jesus as he builds and spreads his 

Kingdom. 

3. Pray we those who are captured in the kingdom of darkness would come to know 

Jesus and his Kingdom. 

4. Communion & Singing 
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