
1 

Our Daily Bread 
Teach Us To Pray #4 
August 23, 2015 
 
Introduce sermon series 
 
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
    — Matthew 6:9–13. 
 
**Opening Prayer 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The danger with the prayer for daily bread is that we jump there too quickly. But we have taken 
the past three weeks to see how Jesus sets us up to come to our Father with our requests for 
provision in the right way: 

● Knowing that we are adopted, beloved sons & daughters 
● Gaining needed perspective by praising and worshipping God first 
● Seeking God’s will and God’s kingdom above our own 

 
There are two ways that we can mess up this section of prayer. The first is to not believe that 
God is a good provider. We can come to him with an attitude of an orphan instead of a beloved 
son or daughter of the King of Kings. 
 
I. GOD IS A GOOD PROVIDER 

1. God is exceedingly generous (John 1:16) 
2. God cares about both “spiritual” and “earthly” matters (Matthew 6:31-33) 
3. You do not have because you do not ask (James 4:2-3) 

 
** Particularly for those of you who feel undeserving, I want you to know that God is a loving 
Father who is not begrudging when you come to him. Ask with confidence. 
 
The second way that we can get out of balance with this prayer is by not having the right 
perspective on our needs vs. wants. We can come to God with a prideful attitude.  
 
II. NEEDS VS. WANTS 

1. Money is not evil, but it is powerful (1 Tim. 6:9-10) 
2. Money is not a reliable gauge of spiritual maturity (Prov. 30:8-9) 
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3. “Our daily bread” (1 Tim. 6:6-8) 
4. “Our daily bread” (1 Tim. 6:17) 

a. R.C. Sproul — One of the things that betrays our fallen condition is the concept 
of the self-made man, one who takes credit for the bounty of his goods and 
forgets the Source of all his provision. We must remember that God gives us all 
we have in the ultimate sense. 

 
** For those of you who feel deserving, like God owes you wealth and comfort, you need to 
learn to ask with humility. We aren’t owed anything by God, but he is so gracious to give us all 
that we need, our daily bread. 
 
It’s interesting how often in the bible that “bread” is used as a metaphor for life itself. We can’t 
live without bread. Time and time again, the biblical writers—actually, Jesus himself!—speaks to 
our need for bread as a sign of our need for God. 
 
III. THE BREAD OF LIFE 

1. Jesus show us the model (Luke 4:1-4) 
2. Jesus feeds us with himself (John 6) 
3. Jesus invites us to a feast (Isaiah 25:6-8) 

 
When we come to Christ, we first see what it looks like for someone to truly trust more in God 
than in food. But even more than that, we are spiritually fed with a bread that will never expire, 
never mold, never cease to fill us. And we eagerly await the day when Jesus shall return, and 
we will feast on the mountain of Zion.  
 
When we gather each week for communion, we remember all three: past, present, and future. 
 
IV. GOD’S GENEROSITY, OUR GENEROSITY 

1. Our Daily Bread 
2. To not practice generosity is to not understand God’s generosity 
3. Generosity is not dependent on our circumstances 

 
 
PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE 

1. Ask God for what you need 
2. Ask with both humility and boldness 
3. Discern between needs and wants 
4. Practice fasting 
5. Practice generosity 
6. Practice gratitude 
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Poem by Nancy Spiegelberg 
Lord 
I crawled across the barrenness 
    to you with my empty cup 
Uncertain 
    in asking any small drop of refreshment. 
If only I had known you better 
I’d have come running with a bucket. 
 

CALL TO RESPONSE 

1. Financial Giving 

2. Discussion Questions: 

1. Do you agree that God is as concerned about physical needs as he is about spiritual 

ones? Why or why not? 

2. Share stories of God’s grace where he has provided for your practical needs. 

3. Where in your life are you tempted to focus more on the gift instead of the giver? 

4. Where in your life are you afraid to ask God for the things that you need? 

5. Read Deuteronomy 8:1-10. What does this passage say about God’s provision, God’s 

instruction, and our obedience? 

3. Prayer Points 

1. Pray God would give us a heart of gratitude for the blessings he has given to us.  

2. Pray for areas in your own life that you are in need. Focus on your own life and 

circumstances. 

3. Pray that God would provide resources, leaders, funds, and opportunities for Sound 

City Bible Church to proclaim the gospel. 

4. Pray that God would use each of us to bless and provide for those who are poor and 

needy, both physically and spiritually. 

4. Communion & Singing 


