
God’s People Shining as Lights
Matthew 5:14-16 
Matthew 5:14-16

14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”


As humans - we like to share things we’re excited about. 


• Warning people about danger


• Pointing people to something great


There is someone that has stirred up more excitement and stirred up more 
conversation than anyone else...that’s Jesus, God’s son. Through scripture we see that 
when people encounter Jesus they respond with rejoicing and shouting and 
proclamation! They wanted to make sure EVERYONE KNEW about Jesus!  


• Angels at his birth: Luke 2:13–14 “And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”


• People he healed: Matthew 9, two blind men. “And Jesus sternly warned them, “See 
that no one knows about it.” But they went away and spread his fame through all that 
district.”


• Mary after he rose from the dead: Matthew 28 “So they departed quickly from the 
tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.”


• Just before Jesus ascended into heaven, he met with his disciples. It says in 
Matthew 28 “when they saw him they worshiped him” and then he sent them out to 
make disciples of all the nations!


What was it about Jesus to make people excited and so eager to go talk about him to 
others? 


To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.



• God created us for relationship with him


• But - we all chose to pursue our own glory over his in some way or fashion. = SIN


• The consequence of sin is separation from God and death


• But God loved us so much he pursued us and made it possible to reconcile our 
relationship with him


• God sent his son Jesus, to be born (which is why we celebrate Christmas), to live a 
perfect life we could never live, and to die the death we deserve in our place - taking 
all of God’s wrath (which is just judgement against sin) upon himself, then he was 
buried and three days later rose again, conquering sin and death. 


• In his death and resurrection he satisfied the penalty for sin!


• If you confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved! Romans 10:9


This is EXCITING NEWS! 


• It is news that alerts us to the warning that we are at risk of eternal death and 
separation from God. 


• It is news that celebrates there is a way to be saved from this darkness and death. 


Big idea 
As Christians, we are called to shine as lights for Jesus.


I. First Point: Our light shines only as much as we live in the 
light of Jesus. 
Let’s look again at Matthew 5:14-16...


14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do 
people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in 
the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”


That may sound like a heavy responsibility


• A lot to do - be a light to the whole world


• A lot is expected - need to show good works 


To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.



• That can be WEIGHTY and may feel like a big burden


It’s important to know “Our light shines only as much as we live in the light of Jesus.”


John 8:12 (ESV)     

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me 
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  


Jesus is the light! 


• As we follow him - we have light. 


• So it’s Jesus that produces the light. 


Illustration: Hiking at night when your head lamp goes out. You get as close to 
someone else with a head lamp so they can light the way for you.  


• You trust and follow the guy with the light. 


• A good guide warns you about dangers


• A good guide points you to the safe path


• If he goes right, you go right. If he goes left, you go left. If he says duck, you duck. 


• If you don’t follow the guy with the light - YOU END UP IN DARKNESS.  


Like a headlamp for a hiker at night - the light of Jesus, the gospel, is a light that 
dispels darkness 


• Warning about danger of sin and walking apart from God


• Points you to the safe path that was paved by Jesus 


• So it’s important we stay close to Jesus! 


When we’re told to be a light in Matthew, it’s a charge to walk with Jesus so his light 
can shine in us and through us. 


II. Second Point: Our light shines so that God gets the glory!    
Matthew 5:16


To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.



“In the same way let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”


The emphasis there is that glory be given to God! 


Most people obsessed with their own glory. 


• What they are accomplishing. 


• What they want. 


• How many facebook followers they have. 


• How many people re-tweeted their last post. 


Jesus came to lift our sights off of ourselves so that we could see, experience and then 
proclaim the glory of God! 


We abide with Jesus and seek to be a light so that we could make other people aware 
of God’s glory and his amazing story. His good news. 

It’s the idea that we get to be AMBASSADORS. 


2 Corinthians 5:17–20 (ESV)    

...Christ reconciled us to [God] and gave us the ministry of reconciliation...Therefore, 
we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.


The reason Jesus came as a light, was to show us the glory of God, to restore us into 
right relationship with God, and then to enlist us as his ambassadors - so that we could 
tell others about the glory of God! We get a chance to help proclaim his glory. We shine 
as lights so we can show others the glory of God! 


Illustration: Video of Austin Langford.


My heart for us as a church would be for us to be a church that’s full of people who are 
actively living as lights and sharing the gospel! Last year began with us re-planting. We 
had to rebuild and much of our focus was on ourselves. That was ok - but, as we head 
into this next year my hope and prayer for us is that we would begin to look outward 

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.



and ask who Jesus is calling us to be a light to individually and as a church! We want to 
shine the light of the gospel to OTHERS lost in darkness. 


III. So practically what does it look like to be a light? 
When we live as lights making war on darkness we should live with... 


1. We should live with confidence

1. Our hope is in Jesus. He is the light.  

2. We’re called to abide in Jesus so HE can shine his light. 


2. We should live with humility

1. It’s not about our glory.  It’s about the glory of God! 

2. Not cocky. Unapproachable. We’re not better than anyone else. 


3. We should live with intentionality: 

1. We need to be actively engaged in walking with Jesus, abiding in Jesus, being 

obedient to Jesus. 

2. John 8 “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.”


3. Jesus is on the move! He’s at work saving and changing lives. 

4. There’s no room to be lazy. 


4. We should live with word and deeds. 


1. Share the gospel! 

2. Verbally communicate the gospel to others! 


3. Yes we love and serve and do good works. But always with a gospel focus. 


4. The gospel is exciting - and should compel us to share with others

1. Warning people about danger


2. Pointing people to something great


Quoting the great young evangelist Austin Langford: 


• For those that are not Christians: “I think you would love to be a Christian. He will 
always be there for you.” 


• For those that are Christians: 


• “Please spread the good news.” 
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• Like Austin: “You can spread the news to some people and it can expand.” 


• “Spread the news as much as you can.” 


• “I’m excited to be an ambassador. It’s really cool to represent the king of the 
universe!” 


Discussion Questions 
• Considering Matthew 5:14-15, are you hiding the light Jesus has given you or living 

as a city on the hill so all can see? 


• Considering Matthew 5:16, do your good works cause people to give glory to God or 
to yourself?  


• List out people God has called you to be a light to and discuss specific ways you can 
seek to be a light to them. 


• Go share the gospel! Actually go share the gospel! 


Prayer Points 
• Pray that you would walk closely with Jesus and that his light would shine and 

through you.   


• Pray that you would live humbly, but boldly, for God’s glory. 


• Pray that you would live with intentionality. Gospel intentionality. 


• Pray that God would grant you opportunities to share the gospel with others and that 
his glory would be proclaimed. 


To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.


