
THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY
GROWING IN THE FULLNESS OF CHRIST 
SERMON NOTES FOR JULY 12TH | SUMMER SERIES ON MISSION 

COMMUNITY GROUP & APPLICATION QUESTIONS: 
• Would you describe your spiritual life as full flavored or bland like unseasoned chicken? 

• How is God calling you to grow in the fullness of Christ? 

• What work of the ministry is He calling you to do?  

• How is God calling you to help others grow in the fullness of Christ? 

• Where does your life and ministry look like the life and ministry of Jesus? 

• Where do your life and ministry NOT look like the life and ministry of Jesus?

INTRODUCTION
Opening illustration: “It could all taste like chicken! A theology of worship from the perspective of 

tastebuds.” God could have given us one taste bud and everything would taste like bland chicken. But he 

didn’t. He gave us 10,000 plus tastebuds and we get to experience a wide varieties of flavor! We should 

be grateful and worship Jesus for that blessings. 

”THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY IS ABOUT SEEING PEOPLE RECONCILED TO GOD AND 
GROWING IN THE FULLNESS OF CHRIST!”  

Ephesians 4:11–16     (one sentence in Greek)

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the 

saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,  until we all attain to the unity of the 

faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of 

the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 

carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 

Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, 

when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

What is your philosophy of ministry?

• Note that all Christians are called into ministry (“to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building 

up the body of Christ…to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ”).

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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• I propose...that when we think about ministry, our philosophy of ministry, how we live our lives and how 

we live out our call to ministry should look like the way Jesus lived his life and lived out his call to 

ministry.

John 10:10 says Jesus “...came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 

• Think of abundant life as full flavored! 

• If your life, your spiritual walk, or how you go about the work of the ministry is one dimensional, then it’s 

the equivalent of only using one taste bud. Your spiritual life will be bland like unseasoned chicken!

• As we look at the life of Jesus you’ll see his approach to ministry was diverse! It was full flavored. 

WHY? 

WHY DID JESUS DO THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY? 
Ephesians 1: 5-6

...In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his 

will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.

• God created us for relationship with him.

• Like Adam and Eve, we have all chosen to pursue our own interests and glory instead of God’s. 

• That act of stealing glory that’s due to God, has broken our relationship with God. 

• HIS WILL, HIS PLAN: FOR HIS GLORIOUS GRACE TO BE PRAISED

• Because of his great love, he has pursued us and sought to restore relationship with us. 

• He does this by extending grace and forgiveness to us. 

• He redeems us. 

• He restores us back into relationship with him! 

• Jesus did the work of the ministry to display God’s glorious grace to all of mankind. 

WHY DO WE DO THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY? 
2 Corinthians 5:17–20

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 

come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 

against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for 

Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

• We’re invited to display God’s glory by joining in the great work He’s doing to reconcile people back to 

himself! 

• This isn’t a weighty duty to earn God’s favor. 

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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• This is his gracious invitation! This is where we will experience the most joy! 

WHAT? 

WHAT IS THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY? 
2 Corinthians 5:17–20 (selected verses)

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 

come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, ...and entrusting to us the 

message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through 

us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

Ephesians 4:11–16     (one sentence in Greek)

...the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and 

of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 

of Christ...

THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY IS ABOUT SEEING PEOPLE RECONCILED TO GOD AND GROWING 
INTO THE FULLNESS OF CHRIST!  

(Want to learn more: listen to our discipleship training events at soundcitybiblechurch.com under the 

Sermons Tab then under the Discipleship Training series. Or click here: http://soundcitybiblechurch.com/

series/discipleship-trainings/)

WHAT DOES A RECONCILED RELATIONSHIP LOOK LIKE? 
Jesus models a right relationship with God for us to learn from. We see from him that a right relationship 

with God includes: Abiding, Obedience, A heart for others, & A life empowered by the Spirit.

Abiding
A HUNGER FOR GOD’S WORD.  

Luke 2:41–50     

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when he was twelve 

years old, they went up according to custom. And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, 

the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but supposing him to be in the 

group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and 

acquaintances, and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him.

After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 

asking them questions...And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your 

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” And he said to them, “Why were you 

looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 

• The scrolls, God’s word, was kept in the temples

• Jesus was a student of God’s word from an early age - and he used God’s word throughout his life...

• Jesus responded to temptation, attacks, accusations - with scripture! He knew scripture! 

2 Timothy 3:16–17 

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.     

• To grow in the fullness of Christ, to become complete, we MUST know and study God’s word! 

COMMITMENT TO PRAYER 

Mark 1:35 (while in Galilee with his disciples healing lots of people)    

And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate 

place, and there he prayed.     

    

Mark 6:46 (after feeding of the 5,000)    

And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the mountain to pray.         

Obedience 
• Obedience = a good indicator of what we’re worshipping! 

• If we’re worshipping God - we’ll seek and obey God’s will and God’s glory not your own

Matthew 26:36–39 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, 

while I go over there and pray.” ...And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My 

Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”  

Romans 6:16

Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the 

one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 

righteousness?      

• Obedience is not earning God’s favor! 

• Obedience is a worshipful response to God for the favor He has shown us! 

A heart for others
Matthew 9:35–36  

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 

the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw the crowds, 

he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 

shepherd.  

• If you have a love for God, you’ll love the things he loves. 

• He loves people. He’s pursued mankind to restore relationship throughout the ages! 

A life empowered by the Spirit
Matthew 3:16–17     

And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens 

were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 

and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”     

In Luke, following the baptism of Jesus it says…

Luke 4:1 “…and Jesus full of the Holy Spirit returned from the Jordan”

• NOTE 1: His future ministry was empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

• NOTE 2: Jesus wasn’t baptized in response to any sin. Jesus was associating himself with the sinners 

he came to save through death, burial, and resurrection. 

• NOTE 3: Jesus had not “done anything” yet. Yet God was pleased with him. 

WE ARE ALSO EMPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT FOR THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY 

Acts 1:6–8 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to 

Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his 

own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

HOW? 

HOW DID JESUS DO THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY? 
This is where we get into the “full flavored” aspect. Lots of variety!  

HE ENGAGED PEOPLE IN FORMAL & INFORMAL SETTINGS
FORMAL SETTING 

Mark 1:21–22      

And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue and was 

teaching. And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and 

not as the scribes.     

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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Informal settings
AT WORK 

Matthew 4:18–19  

While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew 

his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I 

will make you fishers of men.”     

Luke 5:27–28  

After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax booth. And he said to him, 

“Follow me.” And leaving everything, he rose and followed him.     

• They were thinking about work. Jesus was thinking about ministry! 

AT HOME 

Luke 5:29–32 

And Levi made him a great feast in his house, and there was a large company of tax collectors and 

others reclining at table with them. And the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, 

saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” And Jesus answered them, 

“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to call the 

righteous but sinners to repentance.”     

• They were thinking about the party or about hanging with the friends that were over. Jesus was thinking 

about ministry! 

TEACHABLE MOMENTS 

Luke 11:1–2  

Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to him, 

“Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”      

Matthew 12:9–14 

He ...entered their synagogue. And a man was there with a withered hand. And they asked him, “Is it 

lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—so that they might accuse him. He said to them, “Which one of you 

who has a sheep, if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not take hold of it and lift it out? Of how much 

more value is a man than a sheep! So it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” Then he said to the 

man, “Stretch out your hand.” And the man stretched it out, and it was restored, healthy like the 

other...  

• Jesus always had his radar up! He was always thinking about the work of the ministry, reconciling 

people, seeing them come to know him as their savior, seeing them learn truth. 

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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• We should be challenged by this. Do we always have our radar up? Do we make the most of all the 

opportunities we’re given to be intentional about sharing truth and the gospel with others? 

HE WAS INCLUSIVE & EXCLUSIVE  
INCLUSIVE 

John 3:16–17 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him.     

• Jesus came to restore any and all back into relationship with God!

• Jesus welcomed everyone to believe in him.

EXCLUSIVE 

• Only those who acknowledge him as savior and Lord are redeemed.

Romans 10:9–10      

...if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 

the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 

confesses and is saved.     

• Acknowledging Jesus as Lord means surrendering our lives to him (change and surrendering our idols)

Matthew 19:16–22          

And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” 

And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. If you 

would enter life, keep the commandments.” He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall 

not murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, Honor 

your father and mother, and, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The young man said to him, 

“All these I have kept. What do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what 

you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” When 

the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.     

• This man was keeping the “love one another” commands but missed the “love the Lord your God” 

commandments. 

• You shall have no other gods before Me.

• You shall not make idols.

• You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain.

• Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.

• Jesus wants to see everyone reconciled to God! But the only way to be reconciled is to worship Him as 

Lord, give Him the glory He is due and walking in obedience to Him. 

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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• This is where Christianity goes bad. Though we acknowledge Jesus as Lord, often we walk out the 

door and deny Him by our lifestyles. 

• This guy didn’t want to surrender Lordship to Jesus. 

HE WAS MEEK & BOLD
MEEK 

Philippians 2:4–8  

Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind 

among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.     

BOLD AS HE DEFENDED THE GLORY OF GOD 

John 2:13–16     

The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found 

those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. And 

making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured 

out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. And he told those who sold the 

pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.”  

Luke 19:45–46       

...and he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, saying to them, “It is written, ‘My 

house shall be a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a den of robbers.”  

HE WAS GENTLE & SHARP
Luke 7:36–48      

One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee’s house and reclined 

at the table. And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was 

reclining at table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, and standing behind 

him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her 

head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had 

invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and 

what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” And Jesus answering said to him, 

“Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.”  “A certain moneylender 

had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay, he 

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?”  Simon answered, “The one, I 

suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.” Then 

turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you 

gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 

You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. You did not 

anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore I tell you, her sins, 

which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” And he 

said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  

TYING IT ALL TOGETHER
• Do you want to experience an abundant life? ...life to the fullest? 

• John 10:10 says Jesus “...came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 

• If you’re not experiencing an abundant life, I would challenge you to study the life of Jesus pray that He 

would transform you to look more and more like him! 

• What can we learn from looking at the life of Jesus? 

Jesus shows us the “why” behind ministry.  
• God’s glory! God has reconciled us through Jesus and given us the ministry of reconciliation as an 

invitation to proclaim His glorious grace to others. 

Jesus shows us what the work of the ministry is.  
• The work of the ministry is about seeing people reconciled to God and growing into the fullness of 

Christ! 

• Jesus came to give life and give it abundantly. 

• The work of the ministry is a chance to lead people to Jesus and help them grow in Jesus so that 

they can experience the abundant life he offers. 

Jesus shows us what a right relationship with God looks like.  
• We see from Jesus that a right relationship with God includes: 

• Abiding in Him

• Obedience to God

• A heart for others so that they can meet Jesus and be reconciled to God

• A life empowered by the Spirit who helps us live out our life as children of God

Jesus shows us how he did the work of the ministry.  
• He was full flavored! Lots of variety! Broad spectrum of engagement with others. 

• He engaged people in formal and informal settings 

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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• He was inclusive and exclusive

• He was meek & bold

• He was gentle and sharp

ARE YOU GROWING IN THE FULLNESS OF CHRIST? 
• Think back to my book titles: 

• “How to give your wife all the men she ever wanted. A simple man’s guide to changing your looks.”

• Are you growing in the fullness of Christ so that you can love your wife in different ways? 

• If all you show your wife is meek, then  she probably needs to see a little bold from time to time! 

• “It could all taste like chicken! A theology of worship from the perspective of tastebuds.”

• If you think  you’re abiding in him because you read his word but you’re not walking in obedience 

to His word then something is off. 

• If you only engage others by inviting them to church…

• If you’re meek and don’t burn bridges but never get bold…

• If you’re gentle and never have a sharp word…

• If you’ve got a sharp word for folks and don’t know what meek looks like…

In closing let’s go back to the opening passage…

Ephesians 4:11–16     (one sentence in Greek)

...the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith 

and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ...

Church - let’s not lead bland spiritual lives. Let’s engage in the work of the ministry together, building one 

another up, so we can grow in the fullness of Christ and experience the abundant life he came to offer us! 

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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