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Title: A Future-Focused Faith | Hebrews 11:13-22  

 
Hebrews 11:13–22 (ESV)  
13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted 
them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For 
people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had been thinking 
of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, 
they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their 
God, for he has prepared for them a city. 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, 
and he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom it was 
said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19 He considered that God was able even to 
raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 20 By faith Isaac 
invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. 21 By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the 
sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, 
made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones.  
 

Outline & Notes 
 
1) Central Proposition 

a) Faithfulness in God requires a focused intentionality. 

b) The “life of faith” requires beginning & continuing always with a certain end and destination in 
mind.    

c) Said another way, faithfulness to God in this life, requires of us, a future-focused faith, 
which is our central proposition, or “big idea” for this message.  

d) There are Five Defining Attributes of the Future-Focused Faith that’s meant to govern our 
own journey of faith with God, that we can glean from this biblical passage.  

i) V.13: Those with a future-focused faith live lives of enduring faith, even unto death.  

ii) V.13: Those with a future-focused faith live lives regulated by a trust in God’s promises.  

iii) V.13–14: Those with a future-focused faith live the life of a sojourner, who isn’t home yet.  

iv) V.15-16a: Those with a future-focused faith live lives that persevere in trusting God’s 
promises, rather than retreating to worldly substitutes. 

v) V.10, 16b: Those with a future-focused faith are commended by God as righteous before 
him because of Jesus, and are given eternal citizenship in the City God’s prepared for his 
people.   
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e) Examples of Patriarchs Living Out a Future-Focused Faith in Hebrews 11 

i) V. 4 — Abel 
ii) V. 5 — Enoch  
iii) V. 7 — Noah  
iv) Vs. 8–12, 17–19 — Abraham and Sarah 
v) V. 20 — Isaac 
vi) V. 21–22 — Jacob, and Joseph 

Conclusion 
 
Central Proposition / Summary of Hebrews 11:13–22: Faithfulness to God in this Life, Requires of 
Us, a Future-Focused Faith.  
 

Discussion Questions & Prayer Points 
 

1. What does it mean that faithfulness to God in this life requires of us a future-focused faith? 
How are you doing so far? Share your answers with your group.   
 

2. In your daily life, do you identify more as a citizen of this world (i.e., v.13, the earth), or as a 
citizen of the heavenly city that Hebrews 11:10, 16 speaks of? How does/should your answer 
impact your life day to day? 

 
3. In what parts of your life are your thinking and doing not regulated by your faith in Jesus, and 

what would it look like if you were to operate in faithfulness to God’s promises in those areas 
of your life? What would change, and how? 

 
4. According to today’s passage, what is required of us in order that we be counted among 

those: to whom God has given his name, and for whom God has prepared his heavenly 
city?  Discuss your answer with your group. 

 
Prayer Points 
 

1. Pray that, as individuals and as a church, we would increasingly trust in God’s Word and 
promises, and that we’d increasingly live out a future-focused faith. 
 

2. Pray for those who aren’t yet Christians, that they’d respond to God’s grace, through faith in 
Jesus. 


