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Hebrews 13:1–3 (ESV)  
1 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with 
them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. 
  

Outline & Notes 
 
1) Introduction 

a) “Don’t forget to” & “remember to” statements. Chapter 13 is full of such statements, as the 
author of Hebrews finishes up his letter, and makes every effort to make sure we remember 
all the important things he’s taught us in chapters 1–12. 

b) Context for the Book of Hebrews overall 

i) Written ~ 60 A.D. in Rome. 

ii) Written to Jewish converts to Christianity to address their doubts and failing faith in Jesus. 

iii) Apologetic for persevering and enduring one’s faith in Jesus. 

c) Helpful Context from Hebrews Chapter 12 

i) Indicative / Imperatives review 

(1) Indicatives: 

(a) Answering questions of “what is” and “who we are”. They identify the purpose for 
the imperatives. 

(2) Imperatives: 

(a) Identifies the “commands” or “instructions” or “therefore, we must” statements that 
flow out of the indicatives. 

ii) Indicative reality from the end of Chapter 12 

(1) End of Chapter 12 (indicatives): 

(a) Because of the unshakable kingdom that God, in his love, has invited us into, 
through faith in Jesus,   
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(2) End of Chapter 12, and 13:1-3 (imperatives):  

(a) Our lives ought to overflow joyfully into worship of Jesus… that looks like lives of 
active sacrificial love for God’s people. 

2) Central Proposition. Being part of God’s family means sacrificially loving God’s people. 

3) Heb. 13:1 Commentary & Notes 

a) “Brotherly Love” φιλαδελφία (philadelphia) 

i) a quality of love that binds together in a familial way. 

ii) sibling affection shown through attitudes and actions. 

iii) goodwill, service, and aid between family members. 

b) Acts 2:42–47. An example of brotherly love being lived out as shown in the early church. 

c) R.C.H. Lenski quote “Any one of the readers who would be inclined to give up Christ and to 
revert to Judaism would promptly show that decline in faith by coldness and indifference to 
his Christian brethren.” 

d) Ephesians 4:1–3. A passage where the Apostle Paul speaks about brotherly love with slightly 
different language.  

e) John Calvin quote on the need for brotherly love and the risk of it not being a priority in the life 
of faith, “this precept is very needful, for nothing flows away so easily as love; when everyone 
thinks of himself more than he ought, he will allow to others less than he ought; and then many 
offenses happen daily which cause separations.” 

f) Lucian of Samosata quote concerning the pagan view the love and kindness Christians were 
showing to one another, “the relationship among Christians is unusual; they are to regard one 
another as ‘brothers’. Moreover, their original lawgiver persuaded them that they should be 
like brothers to one another.” 

g) 1 Thes. 4:9–10. An example from other biblical authors using the language of brotherhood, 
and brotherly love, outside of the natural family. 

h) Matt. 23:8. Another example of Jesus using the language of brotherhood, outside of the 
natural family.  

i) Why prioritizing the extension of brotherly love matters.  

i) A selfish reason. It brings us blessings from God; see 1 Peter 3:8–9. 

ii) A more selfless reason. Our testimony and witness to a watching world; see John 13:34–
35.  

(1) Tertullian of Carthage quote concerning what caused him to convert to Christianity, 
“But they demonstrated something I didn’t have. The thing that converted me to 
Christianity was the way they loved each other.” 
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4) Heb. 13:2 Commentary & Notes 

a) “Hospitality” φιλοξενίας (philoxenias) 

i) to receive, or entertain a guest. 

ii) to give aid to, or care for a guest. 

b) The “strangers” in view here are primarily Christians. Verse 2 is an extension of verse 1, rather 
than describing a separate group of people. Verse 2 shows one key way that we’re to fulfill 
the call to “let brotherly love continue.” 

i) Acts 21:15–17. An example showing the pattern of traveling Christian missionaries, 
preachers, messengers, and refugees relying on the hospitality of other Christian homes.  

ii) Rom. 12:13. An example showing Paul also exhorting the church at Rome to extend love 
and care and hospitality to the “saints”, meaning Christians.  

5) Heb. 13:3 Commentary & Notes 

a) The prisoners and mistreated ones in verse 3 are primarily Christians. Verse 3 is an extension 
of verse 1, rather than a separate concept altogether. Verse 3 shows another key way that 
we’re to fulfill the call to “let brotherly love continue.” 

b) Hebrews 10:32-34. A passage that gives context to the suffering, imprisonment, and ridicule 
that had been endured by the original hearers and readers of the Book of Hebrews, and how 
they showed brotherly love to one another even in such times of persecution and need.  

Conclusion 
 
Central Proposition / Summary of Hebrews 13:1–3: Being part of God’s family means sacrificially 
loving God’s people. 

  
Discussion Questions & Prayer Points 

1. Discuss the meaning and application of, “Let brotherly love continue,” from Heb. 13:1 as it 
relates to the original audience of this letter, as it relates to our church, and as it relates to you 
personally.  

2. Discuss what surprised you about the nature of the “strangers” mentioned in v.2, and the 
“prisoners” and the “mistreated” in v.3? What difference does this make to your own sense of 
living out your faith in Jesus? 

3. What important evangelistic impact do theses verses have if they are primarily about 
Christians’ love for one another? What changes does this truth motivate in your own walk with 
Christ? 

4. Discuss the single most impactful thing you learned, or that God has convicted you about, 
from this passage/message, and what’s God asking you to do about it? 



	 4	

Prayer Points 

1. Pray that God would help us to better live out the reality that being part of God’s family 
means sacrificially loving God’s people.  

2. Pray that our love for one another would increasingly motivate those who are not yet 
Christians toward Jesus and a saving relationship with him.  


