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Sermon Outline | December 18, 2016 | Pastor Shane Patrick 
A Tale of Two Advents | Love | 1 John 4:7–12  

 
1 John 4:7–12 (ESV)  
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God 
and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the 
love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 
might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 
perfected in us. 
 

Outline & Notes 

1) Introduction 
a) A Tale of Two Advents – Series Review 

i) Week 1 – Hope 
ii) Week 2 – Peace 
iii) Week 3 – Joy 
iv) Week 4 (today) – Love  

b) 744 instances of just the primary Greek & Hebrew words used for love in the Bible 
2) Love According to Culture 

a) No single set definition of love. 
b) No agreed upon standard of truth. 
c) Love is self-defined / individually defined. 
d) Love is defined based primarily on each person’s feelings and experiences. 

3) Four Foundations for Understanding Biblical Love 
a) God’s Love for God 

i) Any right understanding of love must begin with the truth that true love is sourced (born 
out of) the love relationships had between the persons of the Godhead (the Trinity): God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
(1) John 17:24 — The Father’s love for the Son (Jesus) 
(2) John 14:31— Jesus love for the Father 
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(3) Romans 5:5 — God’s love being poured out through God the Holy Spirit 
ii) According to the Bible, the love relationship between the members of the Trinity are 

marked by characteristics like:  
(1) Sacrifice 
(2) Care 
(3) Promise-keeping loyalty 
(4) Deference to one another 
(5) Truth 

iii) Understanding the loving character of God is also dependent upon our understanding the 
love shared between the three persons of God. We’re able to speak of God’s loving 
character only because God’s love has always existed within the Trinity. Verses supporting 
God’s loving character abound in the Scriptures, among them: 
(1) 1 John 4:8 – God is love. 
(2) 2 Cor. 13:11 – The God of love and peace. 
(3) Psalm 86:15 – God is abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 

iv) Supporting Quote: A.W. Tozer – The divine attributes are what we know to be true of God. 
He does not possess them as qualities; they are how God is as He reveals Himself to His 
creatures. Love, for instance, is not something God has and which may grow or diminish 
or cease to be. His love is the way God is, and when He loves He is simply being Himself. 

b) God’s Love for Us 
i) Primary Text: 1 Jn. 4:9–10 – 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that 

God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.10 In this is love, 
not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins.  

ii) See also: Rom. 5:8; Eph. 2:4–5 
iii) God’s love for us is ἀγάπη (agape) love. This Greek word being used more than 250 times 

in the penning of the New Testament letters 
iv) Agape means godly love; having loving affection for; a caring interest in someone or 

something; cherishing or taking pleasure in someone/something. But more than that, 
Agape is a decisive & determined love; a choosing love; It is a love that keeps to its 
object; a love committed to giving & acting on another’s behalf.  

v) Not surprisingly Agape is the term for love most used in descriptions of God (and about 
God), and the most common word for love used in the commands to love that we’re 
given as his people as well. 

c) Our Love for God 
i) Primary Text: 1 John 4:7–8 — 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, 

and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love 
does not know God, because God is love. 

ii) Secondary Text: Mark 12:30—30 And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’    
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(1) The Greek word in Mark here underneath the word “love” in English here is still Agape, 
so this isn’t a command to have brotherly affection or some other watered down felling 
or care for Jesus. Rather, it’s a command that asks us to have for God the same kind 
of Agape love he has for us.  

iii) Other Supporting Texts: See also: Gal. 5:22–23; Mark 12:30; 1 Jn. 4:19 
iv) How do we go about showing our love for God? The Bible tells us; note the unique 

connection between our love for God and our actions—the way we live out an obedience 
to God (e.g. John 14:15; 1 John 2:4–6, 5:3) 

v) Supporting Quote: A.W. Tozer – For of all things the beholding and the loving of the Maker 
maketh the soul to seem less in his own sight, and most filleth him with reverent dread and 
true meekness; with plenty of charity for his fellow Christians.  

d) Our Love for Others 
i) The command to love “one another” — brothers & sisters in Christ: 

(1) 1 John 4:7 — 7 Beloved, let us love one another… 
(2) 1 John 4:11 — 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
(3) 1 John 4:12 — 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us 

and his love is perfected in us.  
ii) The command to love our neighbors — stranger, sojourner, foreigner: Matt. 22:37–39; Lev. 

19:33–34. 
iii) The command to love our enemies: Matt. 5:43–48 

 
Conclusion 

 

4) In Summary: 
a) In God’s love for God we’re shown where true love begins and where it is sourced and, 

therefore, where any right definition of love must begin.  
b) In God’s love for Us, God exemplifies what true Agape love is, through the decided and 

sacrificial, affectionate choosing kind of love that he loved us with in Jesus.  
c) In turn then, for his glory & our good, God calls on us to live out that same Agape love for him:  

i) through our devotion to him,  
ii) through our obedience to his commandments & statutes,  
iii) and through Our Love for Others—from our Christian brothers & sisters, to our neighbors, 

to the stranger, to the foreigner, and even to our enemies.  
5) The Good News / Bad News Concerning Biblical Love 

i) Bad News – We don’t love God and others all that well.  
ii) Good News: 

(1) We’re works in progress, with the Spirit still active in us transforming into those who 
are by God’s gracing growing in love all that time (Rom. 12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18).  

(2) For any of our failings in living out God’s call to love like he does we have been 
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equipped with everything we need in order to grow in loving him, and in loving others in 
the all the ways he’s called us to, because of God’s pouring out of his love into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit whom God has given us as a gift (Romans 5:5).  

(3) The good news of Rom. 8:38–39 – 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
(a) God loves his people, And learning today that his love doesn’t wavier for those who 

belong to him, and that his Agape love for us is not born of fleeting emotion or 
feeling, but of a decided act of his will, gives us peace and joy, beyond measure.  

Discussion Questions & Prayer Points 

1. What surprised you, and what convicted you, in our study of the four foundations of biblical love 
that we considered this morning, and why? 

2. How does it impact you personally that the greatest commandment given to you in Scripture is to 
love (agape) God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength? In what way(s) is God asking you 
to grow in living out a response to this commandment?  

3. What’s the relationship between our love of God and our obedience to God? How is this 
relationship an encouragement to you, and in what ways does it cause you to struggle? How is 
God asking you to respond to the reality of this relationship between love of God and obedience 
to him? 

4. The fourth foundation of love we discussed was our love for others. What specifically is God 
commanding us/you to do in each area the Scriptures cover: one another, our neighbor, the 
stranger, and our enemies? Which ones are easiest for you, which are hardest for you, and why? 

Prayer Points 

• Pray that individually and as a church, we would grow in our experience of God’s love, in our love 
for God, and in our love for others.  

• Pray that the love we show one another as a church family would be a convincing witness of 
both God’s love and his offer of salvation through Jesus, for all who don’t yet know him in a 
saving way. 

	


