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Sermon Outline & Notes | June 18, 2017 | Pastor Shane Patrick 

Samson’s Revenge | Book of Judges 15:1–20 

 

Outline & Notes 

Scripture Reading 
Judges 15:1–3 — 1 After some days, at the time of wheat harvest, Samson went to visit his wife with 
a young goat. And he said, “I will go in to my wife in the chamber.” But her father would not allow 
him to go in. 2 And her father said, “I really thought that you utterly hated her, so I gave her to your 
companion. Is not her younger sister more beautiful than she? Please take her instead.” 3 And 
Samson said to them, “This time I shall be innocent in regard to the Philistines, when I do them 
harm.”  
Big Idea / Central Proposition 
Revenge belongs to the Lord, not to you and me.  
1) Introduction 

a) Revenge is: Harm done to another in turn for what they have done to you/others. It’s 
retribution or payback, stemming from a desire to see another hurt as you’ve hurt.  

b) A French artist from the mid-1800s, was famously quoted as saying: “Life being what it is, 
one dreams of revenge.” –Paul Gauguin 

2) Outline of Judges 15 
a) Verses 1–3: Samson is rejected in his attempts to get back his would-be wife.  
b) Verses 4–5: Samson’s revenge—by 300 foxes. 

i) War By Foxes—Samson has burned down all the Philistine crops in his vengeful rage, 
including: 
(1) Stacked Grain: Processed grain, awaiting storage 
(2) Standing Grain: Grain still in the fields, yet to be processed 
(3) Orchards: Olive Orchards & vineyards  

ii) Quote of Ephrem the Syrian (4th Century Commentator)—“Just as those who travel about 
in the pathless desert tremble at serpents on the ground… so were the Philistines… 
terrified of Samson… [and] it was during the great famine, which God had brought upon 
the Philistines, that Samson burned their crops by means of foxes, for fire was carried on 
their bodies like a rider on its horse.” 

c) Verses 6: Philistine revenge; death by burning of Samson’s almost-wife and her family. 
d) Verses 7–8: Samson’s revenge against Philistines for killing of his would-be wife. 
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e) Verses 9–14: Philistine revenge for Samson’s killing of Philistines and burning of crops.  
f) Verses 10-13: Cultural accommodation to Philistine ways and rule.  

i) Spiritual blindness of the men of Judah. 
ii) Samson is given up to the Philistines by his own people.  

g) Verses 14–17: Samson’s escape and plundering of 1000 Philistine men, with God’s help.  
i) God’s sovereign workings in Samson:  

(1) The angel of the Lord: Sets Samson apart as God’s chosen servant (Judges 13:3–5). 
(2) Judges 14:4 — 4 His father and mother did not know that it was from the Lord, for he 

was seeking an opportunity against the Philistines. At that time the Philistines ruled 
over Israel. 

(3) God’s Spirit rushes upon him: A lion attacks him and God gives him victory (Judges 
14:5–6).  

(4) God’s Spirit rushes upon him: given over to his enemies by his own people, but God 
gives him victory (Judges 15:14–16).  

h) Verses 18–20: Samson finally calls out to God.  
i) How much are our prayers like Samson’s? 

(1) Do you pray more for God’s will to be done, or your own to be done? 
(2) Do your prayers reflect a greater concern for yourself, or for your neighbors, and for 

those who don’t know Jesus? 
3) Sermon Application Points 

a) Application Point #1: Revenge always leads to more of itself.  
i) Quote: “Revenge is barren of itself: it is the dreadful food it feeds on; its delight is murder, 

and its end is despair.” —Freidrich Schiller (18th Century German Philosopher) 
b) Application Point #2: Revenge belongs to the Lord (and not to you and me). 

i) What culture says about revenge: 
(1) “If you prick us, do we not bleed? …If you poison us, do we not die? And if you wrong 

us, shall we not revenge?” —Shakespeare (Merchant of Venice) 
(2) “the best revenge is massive success.”—Frank Sinatra 
(3) “the best revenge is to live on and prove yourself.” —Eddie Vedder 

ii) What the Bible says about revenge:  
(1) In Deuteronomy 32:35, God declares—35 Vengeance is mine, and recompense, (or 

Vengeance is mine, and I will repay it says in some early translations)  
(2) In Proverbs 20:22, we’re instructed—22 Do not say, “I will repay evil”; wait for the Lord, 

and he will deliver you.  
(3) In the Book of Hebrews 10:29–30, the author of Hebrews proclaims—29 How much 

worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled 
underfoot the Son of God… and has outraged the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him 
who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his 
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people.”  
(4) In Romans 12:17, 19 the Apostle Paul also makes God’s instruction on this matter 

really clear to us—17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all… 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the 
wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 

iii) None of us are immune from vengeance in our hearts (self-test):  
(1) Have you ever responded harshly to hurtful words said to you?  
(2) Have you ever shared “certain hand gestures” with another driver you wanted to get 

back at? 
(3) Have you ever offered a cutting response to a friend, spouse, or perhaps one of your 

children, that was meant to “put them in their place” or make them feel bad? 
(4) Have you ever given someone the silent treatment / withholding yourself from them as 

a way of punishing them?   
(5) Have you ever intentionally “cut off” your spouse physically or emotionally to hurt them 

or get back at them for something?  
(6) Have you ever cheated because that person cheated on you? 
(7) Have you ever lied because that person lied to you?  
(8) Have you ever rationalized an action with the response “well, they deserved it!” 

iv) Repenting for the subtle forms of “culturally acceptable” vengeance that we act on: 
(1) In what ways do you need to repent to God, for your attempts at usurping his role as 

the only one who can rightly avenge wrongs done against you?  
(2) Who is it you need to ask forgiveness of, for the bitterness and revenge that you’ve 

harbored in your heart against them? 
c) Application Point #3: Jesus is our model for rejecting revenge.  

i) Key Verse: 1 Peter 2:19–23 — 19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one 
endures sorrows while suffering unjustly… 21 For to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 
22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he 
did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting 
himself to him who judges justly.  

ii) Jesus is everything Samson wasn’t:  
(1) While Samson sinned against his God-given calling & vow to be set apart as God’s 

servant, Jesus committed no sin.  
(2) While Samson sought to deceive others time & time again, no deceit was found in 

Jesus’ mouth.  
(3) While Samson despised and vengefully retaliated against all who did even the smallest 

wrongs against him, Jesus, when reviled, did not revile in return.  
(a) When he suffered, he did not threaten revenge,  
(b) But instead, he continued entrusting himself to God the Father who judges justly. 

iii) How we can reject revenge, with Jesus as our model: 
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(1) Really trusting that “revenge” and justice are someone else’s job. 
(2) Remembering God has not sought revenge against you, for your sins against him. 

Conclusion 

4) Discussion Questions 

a) When has/does the desire for revenge creep into your heart? What are the subtle ways you 
have accepted vengeful responses in your daily life that you need to repent of?  

b) What does a vengeful response to life’s hurts communicate about our understanding of God, 
and/or our faith in him? 

c) How does cultural accommodation impact our ability to worship and obey God? Challenge: 
ask other Christ followers to honestly share with you where your own cultural accommodation 
might be impacting your discipleship to Christ.    

d) If Jesus is our model for how to respond when we are hurt and sinned against by others, what 
would that look like in your own life? What would have to change? 

5) Prayer Points 

• Pray that as a church and individually we would all grow in our experience of God’s grace, our 
dependence upon his sovereignty, and our knowledge of his truth. 	

• Pray that God would give you opportunities to talk with non-Christians in your life about 
God’s grace and forgiveness to us in Christ, and the trustworthy truth of God’s Word. 	

Benediction 

1 Peter 3:9 — 9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this 
you were called, that you may obtain a blessing.  

 

	


