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Sermon Outline & Notes | August 6, 2017 | Guest Preacher, Ryan Williams 

Sermon Title: Foolish Isolation 

1) Scripture Reading 

Proverbs 18:1 (ESV) — 1 Whoever isolates himself seeks his own desire; he breaks out against 
all sound judgment.  

2) Introduction 

a. Quote concerning Prov. 18:1—	The subject of this line to refers to a person who keeps 
himself separated or holds himself aloof from his friends or from society… an unsociable 
man.  – Crawford Toy 

3) Central Question: Why it is so foolish to seek isolation? 

a. It is in direct opposition to how God has made you. 

i. Question: How Many Persons Are There In God? Answer: There are three 
persons in the one true and living God; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
They are the same in substance, equal in power and glory (New City Catechism). 

ii. Biblical explanation of the Trinitarian community God lives in: 2 Corinthians 
13:14 (ESV) 14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

b. It is in direct opposition to how God wants to use you. 

i. Biblical explanation of how God wants to use us: Colossians 1:19–22 (ESV) 19 
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by 
the blood of his cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, 
doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in 
order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him,  

c. It is in direct opposition to how the Church operates. 

i. Biblical explanation of how the Church operates: Acts 2:42–47 (ESV) 42 And they 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders 
and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were 
together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had 
need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in 
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their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising 
God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
day by day those who were being saved. 

d. It is in direct opposition to how you will spend eternity.	 

i. Biblical explanation of how we will spend eternity: Revelation 7:9–10 (ESV) 9 
After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in 
their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God 
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  
 

Conclusion 
 

e. The NRSV Translation translates the Hebrew text of Proverbs 18:1 this way, “The one 
who lives alone is self-indulgent, showing contempt for all who have sound 
judgement.” 

f. If this is the reality of what Proverbs 18:1 means, then the opposite of this is also 
instructive for us, which would be: The one who lives in community is selfless, peaceful, 
loves others, and shows consideration for all who are wise. 

Discussion Questions 

1. When are you tempted to isolate yourself? [and] in each case, why do you suspect you’re 
tempted towards isolation? 

2. Which one of the sermon points stood out to you most? Why do you think that is? 

3. Read Proverbs 18:1 in different translations. Which translation most resonates with you, and 
why?  

4. In what ways are you currently pursuing biblical community with God’s people? 

5. In what ways might God be asking you to grow in living in biblical community? Are you willing 
to act on these?  

Prayer Points 

• Pray that we would continue to grow in our understanding and experience of biblical community 
— both individually and as a church. 

• Pray that God would use Christian community as a witness to the saving work of Jesus, and that 
many would come to know him through our expressions of biblical community. 

Benediction 

Hebrews 10:24–25 (ESV) — 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 


