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Sermon Outline & Notes | September 10, 2017 | Pastor Shane Patrick 

Using Your Spiritual Gifts | Ephesians 2:4–10 

Sermon Outline & Notes 

Primary Scripture Passage 
Ephesians 2:4–10 — 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he 
loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—
by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the 
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you 
have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.  

Big Idea / Central Proposition 
Using—not simply knowing—your spiritual gifts in central to fulfilling the purpose for which 
God made you.   

Selected Sermon Notes & Outline 

1) What’s your perspective with regard to knowing and using your spiritual gifts to serve God and 
his people? When you walk into church on an average Sunday morning, are you walking in with 
the perspective of a “guest” or with the perspective of a “host”?  

2) Guest or Host Questions: 

a) When you walk in these doors each week: 

i) are you thinking about the part you can play to make sure others are served well,  

ii) or are you thinking about how well (or not) you’re going to be served this morning,  

b) When you have an idea about something that could be better in the church do your thoughts 
and sentences start with: 

i) “they should do…such and such” [“Guest” perspective] 

ii) or, do they start with “I should ask if they need help with…x, y, or z” [“Host” perspective] 

iii) or, “we need to grow in… whatever the area might be” [“Host” perspective] 

c) When the coffee is empty, or when your child’s classroom in Kids Ministry couldn’t open 
because there weren’t enough volunteers:  

i) are you moved by the Spirit to consider how you can help to solve that problem, [“Host” 
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perspective] 

ii) or do judgement & criticism stir in your heart, over how poorly you’re being served? 
[“Guest” perspective] 

d) Compare:  

i) how much time you spend each Sunday morning being served, and  

ii) how much time you spend each Sunday morning serving others? 

3) Spiritual gifts are given to us for: 

a) Regular use in serving God and his people, to the glory of God (e.g. 1 Peter 4:10-11). 

b) For the common good of God’s people (1 Cor. 12:7). 

c) Spiritual gifts are also being given to God’s people so that the following specific “good works” 
would be accomplished in service to God’s people (Eph. 4:11-14): 

i) v.12 — the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry,  
ii) v.12 — the building up of the body of Christ,  
iii) v.13 —  helping the church grow in unity of faith, and in the knowledge of the Son of God,  
iv) v.13 — helping the church mature to fullness in the stature of Christ,  
v) v.14 — and helping the church to grow in doctrinal steadfastness. 

4) Eph. 2:10 “for we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” 

a) The word “created” here is not talking about our initial physical creation (though that was his 
work as well…see Ps. 139:13).  

b) What Paul is talking about here is our “re-creation” in Christ. 

i) In another of Paul’s letters, in 2 Cor. 5:17-18, he says something similar – 17 Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 
come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself… 

5) Eph. 2:10 “for we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” 

a) Titus 2:13-14 says similarly – 13 …our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself 
for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 
possession who are zealous for good works. 

b)  “for good works” is a purpose claim. God saved us all with this purpose in mind.  

c) What do we know about what “good works” means? What we know for sure is:  

i) Not a means of salvation. Paul doesn’t ever suggest that works are a means of salvation. 
In fact he says the opposite in the Eph. 2:4–9, especially v.9, “not a result of works, so that 
no one may boast.” 

ii) They were created in eternity past. We also know that these “good works” were created 
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“beforehand.” 

(1) Drawing from similar context in Eph. 1:3–4, we can safely understand Paul to be 
meaning the same thing here in chapter 2. With that being the case, we can safely 
understand “beforehand” in v.10 to mean “before the foundation of the world,” as it is 
explained in chapter 1.  

(2) R.C.H. Lenski (a Lutheran scholar & commentator), said it this way: “All the ways of 
holiness and righteousness are God’s design and preparation. We need not puzzle 
about and search for what may please God, he has long ago mapped out the entire 
course.” 

iii) We’re meant to “walk in” these good works.  

(1) Drawing from the context of Eph. 2:1–3 we see that Paul is comparing and contrasting 
two different ways “walking” and that this idea of “walking” means: a general pattern of 
living—a worldview and way of life. The two different worldviews being lived out here 
are a sinful and godless worldview in 2:1–3, and a God-honoring worldview and 
manner of living in 2:10.  

6) The connection between: spiritual gifts, good works, and the glory of god:  

a) Over and over again we see the relationship between these three:  

i) Regular use in serving God and his people, to the glory of God (e.g. 1 Peter 4:10-11). 

ii) Gifts used to serve the people of God through good works for the common good of God’s 
people (1 Cor. 12:7). 

iii) Spiritual gifts are also being given to God’s people so that the following specific “good 
works” would be accomplished in service to God’s people (Eph. 4:11-14): 

(1) v.12 — the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry,  
(2) v.12 — the building up of the body of Christ,  
(3) v.13 —  helping the church grow in unity of faith, and in the knowledge of the Son of 

God,  
(4) v.13 — helping the church mature to fullness in the stature of Christ,  
(5) v.14 — and helping the church to grow in doctrinal steadfastness. 

iv) Good works are connected with evangelistic impact (1 Peter 2:12). 

v) Good works observed by others are connected with glory given to God (Matt. 5:16). 

b) German professor, George Stoeckhardt, spoke of this in this way, “Christ—in whom we live 
and move and have our being—makes us partakers of his gifts and virtues, [and thus he] is 
formed in our life and walk. His holiness, purity, humility, gentleness, goodness, tenderness, 
[and] kindness, shine forth in our walk as Christians.” 

7) Applying What We’ve Learned | Strategies & Tools 

a) Spiritual Gifts Assessments 

i) http://scbc.do/spiritualgifts  
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b) Personality / Strengths Assessments 

i) Myers-Griggs (MBTI) 
ii) DISC Assessment 
iii) Strengths Finder (Gallup / Tom Rath) 
iv) Tri-Perspectival Gifting Theories  

c) The Affirmation of Others 

i) What do you think I’m good at? 
ii) What do you think my strengths are? 
iii) What do you think my spiritual gifts might be? 
iv) Can you review my personality and spiritual gifts assessments and tell me what you 

think/see? 
d) Knowing Your Passions & “Holy Discontent” 

i) What am I passionate about?  
ii) If I could do anything is service to God and know I wouldn’t fail… 
iii) The thing that breaks my heart about the Church these days is… 
iv) The way I would serve in the church if they’d let me is… 
v) The thing that gets me so frustrated about Christianity in my city/state/country is… 

e) Know the Areas of Need 

i) Quite often God puts the good works he wants us to do right in front of our faces and it’s 
got nothing to do with passion, and everything to do with meeting the needs of the God’s 
people.  

ii) In Gal. 5:13, Paul says—13 For you were called to freedom, brothers (& sisters). Only do not 
use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another  

(1) Does it also say, only do this if you’re really passionate about the area of service where 
they need help? No of course it doesn’t. 

iii) Jesus, in John 13:14–15, says to his disciples—14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an 
example, that you also should do just as I have done to you 

(1) Does is also say, you don’t have to do this if you don’t like feet, then you can let 
someone else do it? No of course it doesn’t say that.   

iv) These verses don’t add exceptions clauses because the instruction being given in them is 
about: 

(1) doing the “good works” that are set in front of you, 
(2) and meeting the needs of those who are set right in front of you; 
(3) and especially those  within the family of God’s people—the Church (See Galatians 

6:10). 
v) Lessons we learn about using your spiritual gifts to do good works that meet the needs 

right in front of you:  

(1) We don’t always have to be passionate about the “good works” he’s prepared for us to 
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do, we just need to be passionate about the one who gave us the work—the God who 
saved us, by his grace, through faith, unto good works, that he prepared beforehand 
that we should walk in them. 

(2) God wants us to use the spiritual gifts he’s given us to serve him wherever I go, and in 
whatever “good works” we’re doing, whether that’s in:  

(a) Church 
(b) Family 
(c) Parenting 
(d) Schools 
(e) Neighborhood 
(f) Stores 
(g) Workplace 
(h) Or anywhere else 

Conclusion 

1) Concluding Thoughts 

a) The reality of what we’ve learned today is that: if you’re a Christian then somewhere in 
eternity past, before time began, God choose you. Then, by his grace, through faith, that he 
gave you, not because of works, in his timing, he saved you from the penalty of your sins—
which is death and permanent separation from him.  

And in his recreating of you, as a new creation in Christ, he wired you in certain ways, and 
gave you a specific blend of spiritual gifts, and then he prepared for you a specific set of 
“good works” to match up perfectly with the gifts and personality he’d given you. 

Then he brought you here today: to teach you, or to remind you, that you that you are his 
handiwork, and that you were in no small way, made a new creation for the purpose of using 
the spiritual gifts he’s given you, to accomplishing the “good works” he prepared for you—
and to do so for the glory of God, and for the joy that always comes from being an instrument 
in your heavenly Father’s hand. 

b) “As the sun was created to shine, the rose to give forth its delightful fragrance, the bird to fly, 
so we are created anew to do good works and thus to glorify him who created us as what we 
are in Christ Jesus.”— R. C. H. Lenski                                

2) Discussion Questions 

a) Honestly assess the perspective you have when you walk into this building each Sunday. Are 
you entering in with more of a “Guest” perspective, or a “Host” perspective? How would 
those who know you best answer for you? Share your answers with your group. 

b) What did you learn from today’s message about “good works” and the role they’re to play in 
your living out of your God-given purpose? What might God be asking you to do different as a 
result of what you’ve learned? 

c) What areas of passion, areas of need, and day-to-day mission fields has God put right in front 
of you, where he’s asking you to regularly use the spiritual gifts he’s given you to serve him 
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and his people through “good works”? Will you do it?   

3) Prayer Points 

• Pray that God would help us individually, and as a church, to know and use our spiritual gifts 
to accomplish every good work God prepared for us to accomplish.  

• Pray that God would use us to influence many toward faith in him, as they see our good 
works done in Jesus’ good name (cf. Matt. 5:16, 1 Pet. 2:12). 	

Benediction 

1 Peter 4:10-11 — 10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God’s varied grace: 11…in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.  

 

	


