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Sermon Outline & Notes | October 22, 2017 | Pastor Shane Patrick 
The First Sign | John 2:1–12 

Sermon Outline & Notes 
Primary Scripture Passage 

John 2:1–12 (ESV) — 1 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the 
mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 3 When 
the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother 
said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now there were six stone water jars there 
for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to the 
servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he said to them, 
“Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the 
master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from 
(though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the 
bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have 
drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This, the first 
of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed 
in him. 12 After this he went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his brothers and his 
disciples, and they stayed there for a few days.  
 

Big Idea / Central Proposition 
Jesus’ works always point his people toward belief, obedience, and eternity with him. 
 
Selected Sermon Notes & Outline 
1) Book of John Background Reminders 

a) Who wrote John? The Apostle John, (the writer this gospel), was a Palestinian Jewish man, 
and one of Jesus’ earliest disciples. 

b) Where was John written? John probably wrote his gospel account later in his life, while 
living in Ephesus (which is modern-day Turkey).  

c) Who did John write to (originally)? He’s writing (initially) to a mixed crowd of Christians, 
gentiles, and Jewish peoples.  

d) When was it written? From a date perspective, he’s writing his gospel account, probably 
sometime around 85 A.D.  

e) Why was it written? John’s makes his purpose in writing known directly, near the end of the 
Book, in Chapter 20, vs. 30–31, where John says,—30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have 
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life in his name.  
2) Chapter 1 Recap 

a) John’s thesis is, in essence, to make Jesus divinity known. Which we’ve seen a ton of in 
Chapter 1 (over the last several weeks):  
i) Jesus is the Word (see also, God)—John 1:1 
ii) Jesus is true light (see also, Creator)—John 1:9–10 
iii) Jesus is Lamb of God (see also, forgives sin)—John 1:29 
iv) Jesus baptizes with the Holy Spirit—John 1:33 
v) Jesus is the Messiah (see also, the Christ)—John 1:41 
vi) Jesus is Son of God, Jesus is King of Israel—John 1:49 
vii) Jesus is Son of Man—John 1:51 

b) John’s claims about Jesus demand a response. 
3) Chapter 2 Notes, Selected Commentary & Notes: 

a) Vs. 1 Notes:  
i) What does on the third day mean? John’s referring back to what Jesus said to 

Nathanael in vs. 50-51 of Chapter 1, where he says to his new disciple, “Because I said to 
you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 
John is connecting the dots for us, and saying, in essence, “you know those ‘greater 
things’ Jesus told Nathanael would see, well today is the day!”  

b) Vs. 2 Notes: 
i) There vs. invited. John then tells us that the mother of Jesus was “there” and that Jesus 

and his disciples were “invited”. This means probably that Mary was there already, when 
Jesus arrived, and that she was probably serving at the wedding in some way as part of 
the bridal party, or as some other servant with responsibilities for serving the weddings 
guests.  

c) Vs. 4 Notes:  
i) Understanding Jesus’ rebuke of his mother. For the 30 years or so of Jesus life to this 

point, as best we can glean from Scripture, Jesus’ divine nature has been relatively 
obscured from view—with his humanity taking center stage. With Jesus’ baptism by John 
the Baptist (on display best in the other gospels, with the whole Trinity present), the public 
ministry of Jesus has been inaugurated. This shift, moving Jesus divinity to center stage, is 
key in understanding Jesus’ response of rebuke to his mother.  
(1) Supporting Quote: Jesus by rebuking his mother, however courteously, declares, here 

at the beginning of his ministry, his utter freedom from any kind of human advice, 
agenda or manipulation. He has embarked on his ministry, the purpose of his coming; 
his only lodestar is his heavenly Father’s will.  [Therefore] everything, even family ties, 
had to be subordinated to his divine mission. She could no longer view him as other 
mothers viewed their sons.— D.A. Carson 

ii) “What does this have to do with me?!” Jesus distances himself from his mother, calling 
her “woman” and then continuing, saying, “…what does this have to do with me?” or τί 
ἐμοὶ καὶ σοί  which is the Greek translation of a Jewish idiom which means literally “what 
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to me and to you.” And this Jewish idiom is a rhetorical question/expression which here 
means something like “what’s common between you and me regarding the matter at 
hand.” So Jesus is saying to her, in essence, “there is nothing in common between your 
perspective on your wine shortage problem, and the reason I’m actually going to fix it.”  

iii) “My hour has not yet come.” He’s talking about the cross. Jesus will say this many times 
in the chapters to come as well. With the start of his public ministry now at hand, it’s as if 
a countdown clock had started, leading up to the event of the cross. Therefore, between 
this time and the cross, there’s a new tension at work, in the revealing of Jesus’ glory and 
divinity, little by little until it is fully revealed through his death and resurrection.  

d) Vs. 6 Notes: 
i) Jewish purification jars. See Mark 7:1-4 for a good example of this. Stone jars like this 

would have been used for the washing of hands, and cups, and pots, and even furniture, 
in order to purify them before meals and other ceremonies.  

e) Vs. 11 Notes: 
i) Jesus’ glory. The Apostle John tells us here that what we’ve just witnessed together was 

Jesus’ first sign—and what does a sign do? Signs, makes something known. In this case, 
it’s Jesus’ glory, his δόξα, that’s being made known. In this sign we’re intended to see a 
glimpse into Jesus’ true nature—his divine nature. As one scholar put it, Jesus’ “δόξα is 
the sum of his divine attributes, shining forth to the eyes and the hearts of men.” –RCH  
Lenski 

4) Sermon Application, Selected Notes 
a) Big Idea: Jesus’ works always point his people toward belief, obedience, and eternity 

with him. 
i) Jesus’ works always point his people toward belief in Jesus.  

(1) Note the response of seeing Jesus’ sign in vs. 11—His disciples believed in him. The 
same response is anticipated and expected when we encounter Jesus’ signs in his 
Word and among his people today. 

(2) Jesus’ signs, in addition to stirring belief in him as Lord, God, and Savior, also serve to 
create opportunities of warning and loving correction for those who do not believe. See 
John 15:24, and John 3:18 for reference.  

ii) Jesus’ works always point his people toward obedience to Jesus. 
(1) The Scriptures in general, and Jesus directly, often make the connection between 

belief and obedience (see Luke 6:46 for one example).  
(2) We see examples of godly obedience in the story of Jesus’ first sign, in: Jesus’ 

mother’s later responses, and in the responses of the servants at the wedding.  
(3) Supporting quote (Charles Spurgeon):  

They (the servants) obeyed Christ to the letter! If Christ says to you, “fill the 
waterpots with water,” fill them up to the brim! Never cut down his commandments; 
carry them out as far as the largest interpretation can go. When you are bidden to 
believe in him, believe in him up to the brim. When you are told to love him, love him 
up to the brim. When you are commanded to serve him, serve him up to the brim. 

(4) Related Questions for Us to Personally Consider 
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(a) In your relationship with Jesus, does your own will always keep its proper place, as 
secondary to his?  

(b) As you learn his commandments, do you carry them out as far as the largest 
interpretation can go?  

(c) As you live out your faith in Jesus, do you believe, and love, and serve him all the 
way up to the brim?  

iii) Jesus’ works always point his people toward our future eternity with Jesus. 
(1) In John’s gospel, the signs, words, and works of Jesus are often a prolepsis (or a 

“flashing forward”) of things to come. It’s as if Jesus was hiding special messages in 
plain sight for future disciples who would have the benefit of historical perspective, so 
that our faith might be strengthened while we wait patiently for the days of the eternal 
kingdom to come. 

(2) In John 2:1-12, the backdrop of Jesus’ first sign is a wedding feast, and in Matthew 22, 
Jesus compares the eternal Kingdom of God to that very thing. This points us forward 
toward our future feasting in eternity with him.  

(3) The water jars, used for Jewish purification rites, that Jesus uses to make water into 
wine point us forward to the reality that God is bringing new life from the old Jewish 
systems of purification—Jesus himself purifying a new people for his own 
possession—for all eternity.   

(4) The sheer quantity of the wine Jesus makes here in John 2 points us forward as well, 
encouraging us in difficult times with the assurance of the great generosity and 
provision in store for God’s people in the coming kingdom age. 

(5) At the wedding feast, in John 2, the best wine is served last. This points us forward and 
reminding of what our Lord has prepared and kept ‘in waiting’ for us in eternity (see 
Isaiah 25:6, 8-9) 

 
5) Concluding Thoughts 

a) The glory of God, showcased for us through the signs of Jesus, compel us to fullness of 
belief, and fullness of obedience to Jesus, and this is for our transformation, our good, and 
our joy. 

b) Jesus’ works always point his people toward belief, obedience, and eternity with him, and 
may we always be a people found faithful ever-growing in our belief in Jesus, ever-making 
progress in our obedience to him, ever-anticipating the sure hope we have of eternity with 
him, and ever-joyful in our sharing of his great works with all those, who have yet to see, his 
signs.   

c) Spurgeon Quote – His thoughts on Jesus’ first miraculous sign (used in place of our prayer 
time leading into worship toward the end of the service): Beloved… there is better wine to 
come. We are in our privileges superior to patriarchs, and kings, and prophets. God has given 
us a brighter and a clearer day than they had; theirs was but the twilight of the morning, 
compared with the noon-day which we enjoy. But think not that we are come to the best wine 
yet. There are more noble banquets [still] for God’s church. The King of Heaven is coming 
again upon this earth; Jesus Christ, who came once and broached his heart for us on Calvary, 
is coming again, to flood the earth with glory. He came once with a sin-offering in his hand: 
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behold, he comes no more with [this], but with the cup of salvation and of thanksgiving. Ye 
cannot tell what wine, sparkling and red, that shall be, which shall come from the vintage of 
the hills of glory. [And] let [us] rejoice and cheer Christian, that th[is] good wine is kept [in wait] 
even unto that time.   

6) Discussion Questions 
a) What specifically strikes you the most about Jesus’ first sign? For his Jesus’ first disciples, it 

encouraged deeper belief and faith in him. How does it encourage your faith today, and why? 
b) What does the interaction between Jesus, Mary, and the servants teach you about what a 

right response to Jesus should look like for his disciples, including us? 
c) How does the foreshadowing of eternity seen in Jesus’ first sign specifically encourage you in 

this life, as you wait for his return? 
7) Prayer Points 

• Pray we would all grow in our faith day-by-day as we reflect on the great signs and works of 
Jesus.  

• Pray that God would use us to help others see the signs of Jesus, come to faith in him, and 
receive new life in him.           

8) Benediction 
Titus 2:11–13 — 11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 
training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and 
godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior Jesus Christ,  

	


