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Scripture Reading:  John 9:18-25 
 
Introduction 
 
Big Idea: What would it look like if we simply believed God? 
 
Context: Cast of Characters 

1. The man | unnamed, sight restored 
2. Pharisees | religious/political leaders  
3. The Parents | of the man born blind  
4. Jesus | the Son of Man 

 
Pharisees and the Man | vs. 13-17 

● David Guzik — Jesus took the initiative in this miracle and could have done it on any 
day He chose. Then why did Jesus do this miracle on the Sabbath? Jesus did this to 
challenge the petty traditions of the religious leaders, traditions that they elevated to the 
place of binding laws. To the Pharisees, Jesus could not be from God because He did 
not line up with their traditions and prejudices. 

● Proverbs 3:5 — Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. 

● God’s Word Is… 
○ The way of happiness | Psalm 119:1-2  
○ The way to avoid shame | Psalm 119:6 
○ The way of safety | Psalm 119:9 
○ The way of good counsel | Psalm 119:24 

● God’s Word Provides… 
○ Strength | Psalm 119:28  
○ Hope | Psalm 119:43 
○ Wisdom | Psalm 119:98  
○ Direction | Psalm 119:105 

 
Simple belief is grounded in the truth of God's word, not our assumptions 
 
Pharisees and the Parents | vs. 18-23 

● Psalm 27:1 — The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

● Psalm 25 — 12 Who, then, are those who fear the Lord? He will instruct them in the ways 
they should choose. 13 They will spend their days in prosperity, and their descendants 



will inherit the land. 14 The Lord confides in those who fear Him; He makes His covenant 
known to them. 

 
Simple belief fears God more than man 
 
Pharisees and the Man | vs. 24-34 

● David Guzik — The man born blind doesn't know everything about Jesus, but he does 
know how Jesus has touched his life. This is an irrefutable argument. How can they 
argue against what Jesus did in this man's life?…Relying on what we personally 
experience with Jesus is about the only way to deal with people who are so prejudiced. 
No one can effectively argue against "though I was blind, now I see." 

 
Simple belief knows that Jesus changes lives 
 
Jesus and the Man | vs. 35-38 

● David Guzik — The man born blind doesn't know everything about Jesus, but he does 
know how Jesus has touched his life. This is an irrefutable argument. How can they 
argue against what Jesus did in this man's life?…Relying on what we personally 
experience with Jesus is about the only way to deal with people who are so prejudiced. 
No one can effectively argue against "though I was blind, now I see." 

 
Simple belief responds to Jesus' pursuit 
 
Jesus and the Pharisees | vs. 39-41 
 
 
Having Simple Belief  

1. Recognize your brokenness | Revelation 3:17-18 
a. Comfort makes it harder to see our need for Jesus 

2. Experience Jesus' pursuit 
3. Engage your will 

a. Jon Courson — Some Christians believe what God says and some don't. Those 
who don't, find themselves engulfed in despair, defeat, discouragement. You 
see, it's not enough just to know the Scriptures...It's not enough just to hear the 
Word. It's not enough just to come to Bible study. You and I must believe. And 
'believe' is not a noun — it's a verb. 

b. Walter A. Henrichsen — You can spend your life on any one of a number of 
things, most of which don't last, i.e., you cannot take them with you when you 
die. Thus God warns again and again not to do it.  Do not invest your life in the 
temporal, but the eternal. God urges Baruch, "Don't seek great things for 
yourself." Jesus said, "Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food 
which endures to eternal life, which the Son of man will give to you." God makes 
you an incredible offer: You can give your life in exchange for the same thing for 



which Jesus spent His life- people. People last forever. For good or bad, they 
are eternal. Spend your life helping them prepare for their eternity. Don't give 
your life to mediocrity.  Life is too short and the issues of eternity too significant. 
If you seek what the world deems "great things," you will pass into eternity a 
pauper, but if you freely spend your life for others, you will "receive a 
hundredfold, and inherit eternal life." 

 
What would it look like if we simply believed God? 
Do you believe in the Son of Man? 
 
 
Benediction 
Psalm 86:11 — Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; unite my heart to fear 
your name. 


