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Sermon Outline & Notes | October 7, 2018 | Pastor Shane Patrick 
Responding to Lazarus’ Raising | John 11:45–57 

 
Primary Passage 

John 11:45–57 (ESV) – 45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what he 
did, believed in him, 46 but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 
47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, “What are we to do? For this 
man performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans 
will come and take away both our place and our nation.” 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high 
priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is better for 
you that one man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 51 He did not say 
this of his own accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the 
nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered 
abroad. 53 So from that day on they made plans to put him to death. 54 Jesus therefore no longer walked 
openly among the Jews, but went from there to the region near the wilderness, to a town called 
Ephraim, and there he stayed with the disciples. 55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and 
many went up from the country to Jerusalem before the Passover to purify themselves. 56 They were 
looking for Jesus and saying to one another as they stood in the temple, “What do you think? That he 
will not come to the feast at all?” 57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if 
anyone knew where he was, he should let them know, so that they might arrest him. 

 

Big Idea / Central Proposition 

Big Idea: Responding faithfully to Jesus, requires    the trusting of God’s will, over every competing 
option.  

Basic Outline: The “big idea” takes shape through our consideration of four responses to Jesus’ miracle 
of raising Lazarus, and one accidental prophecy:  

• Response #1: Seeing & Believing (vs. 45)  

• Response #2: Going & Telling (vs. 46)  

• Response #3: Worrying & Fear (vs. 47–48)  

• Response #4: Selfishness & Expediency (vs. 49–50)  

• One Accidental Prophecy (vs. 51–52) 
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Selected Sermon Notes & Outline 
 

1) Context leading up to Jesus raising of Lazarus: 

a) Turning Water into Wine – Chapter 2 

b) Healing the Sick & Paralyzed – Chapter 4 & 5 

c) Feeding of 5000 – Chapter 6 

d) Giving Sight to the Blind – Chapter 9 

e) Raising Lazarus from Death – Chapter 11  

 

2) Sermon Outline / Notes 

a) Response #1: Seeing & Believing (vs. 45)  

i) This is why Jesus had delayed and allowed Lazarus to die, so that he could show his power 
over death, and so that many might see this and believe in him.  

ii) There’s a possessive nature to the Greek in this verse that suggests we might better read v.45 
as saying something like: Many Jews—those Jews who had come with Mary, those who had 
seen what Jesus did—they believed in him. This suggests this sign of Jesus, was wildly 
successful in its evangelistic intent, and that nearly all of those who came, saw, and believed 
in Jesus.  

b) Response #2: Going & Telling (vs. 46) 

i) Was this “going and telling” more of a negative “going and tattling” or a positive “going and 
telling” as Jesus’ witnesses (Acts 1:8), and as Jesus’ ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20)? It’s up for 
debate from a scholarly perspective.  

c) Response #3: Worrying & Fear (vs. 47–48) 

i) What is this council that these chief priests and Pharisees are a part of?  

(1) The Greek word here is the seldom used word συνέδριον, and the council being talked 
about here is the Sanhedrin, which is a Jewish tribunal whose members enjoyed wealth, 
and influence, and far reaching authority over all things related to the Jewish people 
(under the greater authority of the Roman Empire, under the Pax Romana).  

(2) The Sanhedrin was made up of two main groups: The Pharisees and the Sadducees—
with the chief priests (mentioned in vs. 47), being part of the Sadducees.  

(3) And on this occasion of this “gathered council,” the main item on the agenda appears to 
be Jesus’ raising Lazarus from the dead. 

ii) What does the Sanhedrin say about the signs of Jesus?  

(1) Interestingly, they neither deny the signs are happening, nor do they doubt the 
authenticity of the signs, yet their response is not to believe in Jesus.  

iii) What is the council most worried about?  

(1) There’s a delicate peace going on between the Jewish people and Rome, as part of the 
Pax Romana – where the Jewish people are generally left alone to do their thing so long 
as it doesn’t get in the way of the Roman Empire’s rule over them. Therefore, the fear 
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and worry on display here is: if more and more people see Jesus’ sings and come to 
believe in him as Messiah and Savior, then Jesus might set himself up as a worldly king, 
which would then stir the military might of Rome, who would crush this revolt against 
their rule, resulting in the destruction of their “place” (the Jewish Temple), and the 
destruction of their “nation” resulting in the scattering and death of the Jewish people.  

(2) However, more so than a legitimate fear of losing their whole nation, the council is likely 
more concerned about their loss of: worldly position and influence, and their loss of: 
temporary wealth and power.  

d) Response #4: Selfishness & Expediency (vs. 49–50) 

i) Caiaphas, the high priest, enters the scene and offers the council a solution to all their 
worries about Jesus. It’s a solution that tacitly argues that any means are justifiable to 
support their goals—up to and including the judicial, council approved, murder of Jesus. 
This solution, Caiaphas argues, would ‘save their nation’ but again their motives are suspect 
and they are likely more selfishly concerned with maintaining their power and influence 
than they are for their stated (more noble) goal of ‘saving their people and place’.  

ii) Quotes about Caiaphas’ suggested solution to the Jesus problem:  

(1) John Calvin—it is wicked to consult about guarding against dangers which we cannot 
avoid unless we choose to depart from the right path. Our first inquiry ought to be, 
What does God command and choose to be done? By this we ought to abide, whatever 
may be the consequence to ourselves… [Yet] such are the schemes of those who do not 
truly and sincerely fear God. What is right and lawful gives them no concern, for their 
whole attention is directed to [present] consequences. 

(2) Charles Spurgeon—That was his advice... Let us kill this man. Let him be put to death 
—not that he deserves it, but that it is expedient that it should be… and this is the way 
that governors and kings have been accustomed to think — not “Is it right?” but “Is it 
expedient?” 

e) One Accidental Prophecy (vs. 51–52) 

i) What’s happening in this part of the passage?  

(1) The Apostle John is re-interpreting what Caiaphas said in the prior verse here. John’s 
saying here in vs. 51 that there’s another influence at play giving additional meaning to 
what Caiaphas says in vs. 50.  

(2) John is telling us that beyond the surface meaning of Caiaphas’ words to his council 
members he was also uttering a very real prophecy about one man dying for God’s 
people (just not in the way that Caiaphas intended). 

(3) Then in vs. 52, John explains that that the outcome of this prophecy extends beyond the 
Jewish nation, which Caiaphas spoke of, to include all of those God had chosen to draw 
to himself as his people, and to include all those who would choose to see and believe in 
Jesus.  

ii) Why should Caiaphas be understood to be a prophet, according to the Apostle John? 

(1) John tells us that it’s by nature of Caiaphas’ being the High Priest—during this time—that 
God has chosen to use him as a prophet. In the days of the Old Testament God often 
used the high priest to communicate his truth and wisdom to his people, and God seems 
here to be choosing to do that same thing again here, according to the Apostle John.  
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iii) Quotes about Caiaphas’ ‘accidental prophecy’:  

(1) John Calvin—[Caiaphas’] tongue [was] guided by a higher impulse, because God 
intended that he should make known by his mouth, something higher than what he 
had [conceived in] his mind.  

(2) R.C.H. Lenski—In stating his purpose so as to win the consent of the Sanhedrin, 
Caiaphas so formulates his words that he unconsciously states also God’s purpose. 
This, John says, was not accidental but due to God. The best formulation that 
Caiaphas could find to meet the situation he faced, was the very formulation God 
wanted him to find, for a purpose of which Caiaphas never thought. They want to slay 
Jesus for their purpose, God will let them slay Jesus for his purpose. 

iv) What is the Apostle John showing us through this reinterpretation of Caiaphas’ words as 
being prophetic?  

(1) He’s providing us a clear view of the good news of the gospel! With this prophetic 
understanding of what Caiaphas said, we see Jesus dying as a vicarious, substitutionary 
Savior, for the atoning benefit of all God’s scattered children, who—through Jesus—are 
now made into one people for all eternity. 

v) How does the overall narrative in John’s gospel move forward as a result of Lazarus being 
raised, and in light of these four responses that we’ve considered? 

(1) John tells us that from this time forward they made plans to put Jesus to death (vs. 53). 

(2) John tells us that Jesus no longer walked openly among the Jews (vs. 54).  

(3) John tells us Jesus spent time with his disciples in private during the following days (vs. 
54). 

(4) John tells us all the people were wondering greatly if Jesus would show up to the 
Passover festival that was now at hand, (vs. 55–56). 

(5) And John tells us that the Sanhedrin intended to arrest Jesus if he did (vs. 57). 

f) Application questions based on these responses.  

i) Application points related to Response #1: Seeing & Believing. 

(1) Christians: Be encouraged, that we have eternal life because we have seen and believed 
in Jesus!  

(2) Non-Christians: Take advantage of this opportunity to see and believe in Jesus!  

ii) Application questions related to Response #2: Going & Telling. If we assume the best for a 
moment, that these witnesses of Jesus’ miracle w/ Lazarus are not going and tattling on him 
but are instead living out their calling as Jesus’ witnesses and ambassadors then there are 
several important questions for us to consider:  

(1) Who are the people in your life that God with whom God has given you connection and 
relationship, who he’s asking you to ‘go and tell’ about him?  

(2) And secondarily, will you actually go and tell those with whom God has given you 
connection and relationship?  

(3) Tip: start with just praying that God would give you natural opportunities to speak to the 
non-Christians with whom God has given you connection and relationship.  

iii) Application questions related to Response #3: Worrying & Fear.  
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(1) In what ways do you worry and fear sinfully where you should be trusting God’s will and 
plan for you far more than you currently are?  

(2) And, secondarily, what are you willing to do about it?  

(a) Consider and pray through related passages like Matt. 6:25–34.  

(b) Share your worry and fears with your Community Group and/or other trusted 
accountability partners.  

iv) Application questions related to Response #4: Selfishness & Expediency. Sometimes we can, 
like Caiaphas, apply selfish and sinful thinking in our choices and decisions in life. 
Questions to help us combat this unbiblical thinking, include: 

(1) In what areas of life do you reason that ‘the ends justify the means’ when the means are 
at odds with biblical truth?  

(2) And, in what ways are you so focused on pleasure and freedom from discomfort in this 
life that you fail to live day-to-day with eternity in view? 

(3) Helpful quotes related to our application of Response #4:  

(a) John Calvin—To what a pitch of wickedness do men proceed, who (destitute of the 
fear of God), form their plans rather from the judgment of their flesh than from the 
word of God, and who confidently believe that they will derive advantage from that 
which is not permitted by the Author of every blessing.  

 

Benediction  

a) Hebrews 12:1–2 1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance 
the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith. 

 

Prayer Points 

b) Pray that God would continue to use the signs and miracles of old (from the Scriptures) to 
stir belief, new life, and salvation in those who don’t yet know Jesus as Savior and Lord.  

c) Pray that God would use the signs of his grace that exist around us all the time to stir each 
one of us who claim the name ‘Christian’ to ever greater: belief, assurance of faith, 
excitement to serve in his name, and excitement to go and tell others about who he is and 
about the salvation he’s made available to us in Jesus.   

 


