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SCRIPTURE READING
2 Timothy 4:6-8 6 For I am already being poured out as a 

drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7 I 

have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 

kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the 

crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 

judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but 

also to all who have loved his appearing.



GIDEON’S DOWNFALL
Judges 7:24-8:35



Darren, Kelly, Bethany & Zachary



"You either die a hero, or 

you live long enough to see 

yourself become the 

villain.” 

— Batman



Judges 21:25  In those days there was no king in Israel. 

Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

THERE WAS NO KING



1 Then the men of Ephraim said to him, “What is this that 

you have done to us, not to call us when you went to fight 

against Midian?” And they accused him fiercely. 2 And he 

said to them, “What have I done now in comparison with 

you? Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better 

than the grape harvest of Abiezer? →

FROM GOD’S BATTLE TO 
GIDEON’S BATTLE



3 God has given into your hands the princes of Midian, Oreb 

and Zeeb. What have I been able to do in comparison with 

you?” Then their anger against him subsided when he said 

this.

FROM GOD’S BATTLE TO 
GIDEON’S BATTLE



6 And the officials of Succoth said, “Are the hands of Zebah 

and Zalmunna already in your hand, that we should give 

bread to your army?” 7 So Gideon said, “Well then, when 

the Lord has given Zebah and Zalmunna into my hand, I will 

flail your flesh with the thorns of the wilderness and with 

briers.”

FROM GOD’S BATTLE TO 
GIDEON’S BATTLE



13 Then Gideon the son of Joash returned from the battle by 

the ascent of Heres. 14 And he captured a young man of 

Succoth and questioned him. And he wrote down for him 

the officials and elders of Succoth, seventy-seven men. 

15 And he came to the men of Succoth and said, “Behold 

Zebah and Zalmunna, about whom you taunted me,

FROM GOD’S BATTLE TO 
GIDEON’S BATTLE

→



saying, ‘Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna already in 

your hand, that we should give bread to your men who are 

exhausted?’ ” 16 And he took the elders of the city, and he 

took thorns of the wilderness and briers and with them 

taught the men of Succoth a lesson. 17 And he broke down 

the tower of Penuel and killed the men of the city.

FROM GOD’S BATTLE TO 
GIDEON’S BATTLE

→



18 Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, “Where are the 

men whom you killed at Tabor?” They answered, “As you 

are, so were they. Every one of them resembled the son of a 

king.” 19 And he said, “They were my brothers, the sons of 

my mother. As the Lord lives, if you had saved them alive, I 

would not kill you.” 20 So he said to Jether his firstborn,

FROM GOD’S BATTLE TO 
GIDEON’S BATTLE

→



“Rise and kill them!” But the young man did not draw his 

sword, for he was afraid, because he was still a young man. 

21 Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, “Rise yourself and fall 

upon us, for as the man is, so is his strength.” And Gideon 

arose and killed Zebah and Zalmunna, and he took the 

crescent ornaments that were on the necks of their camels.

FROM GOD’S BATTLE TO 
GIDEON’S BATTLE



1. GOD CAN USE A 

CROOKED STICK TO 

DRAW A STRAIGHT 

LINE 
The gospel says we’re all crooked sticks. So 

God can still use you and me!



22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, you 

and your son and your grandson also, for you have saved us 

from the hand of Midian.” 23 Gideon said to them, “I will 

not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; the 

Lord will rule over you.” 24 And Gideon said to them, “Let 

me make a request of you: every one of you give me the 

earrings from his spoil.”→

CROOKED STICKS, STRAIGHT LINES



(For they had golden earrings, because they were 

Ishmaelites.) 25 And they answered, “We will willingly give 

them.” And they spread a cloak, and every man threw in it 

the earrings of his spoil. 26 And the weight of the golden 

earrings that he requested was 1,700 shekels of gold, 

besides the crescent ornaments and the pendants and the 

purple garments worn by the kings of Midian,→

CROOKED STICKS, STRAIGHT LINES



and besides the collars that were around the necks of their 

camels. 27 And Gideon made an ephod of it and put it in his 

city, in Ophrah. And all Israel whored after it there, and it 

became a snare to Gideon and to his family.

CROOKED STICKS, STRAIGHT LINES



2. THERE IS 

TERRIBLE SPIRITUAL 

DANGER IN SUCCESS 
Sometimes getting what you want is the worst 

thing that could ever happen to you.



We need to remember we are saved by grace when 

we fail. But we need to remember it much more 

when we succeed. 

— Tim Keller



3. WE NEED TO 

LEARN TO FINISH 

WELL IN THE MIDST 

OF SUCCESS



2 Timothy 4:6-8  For I am already being poured out as a 

drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I 

have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 

kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown 

of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 

award to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all 

who have loved his appearing.

FINISHING WELL



HOW WILL YOU FINISH?



1. Running

HOW WILL YOU FINISH?



1. Running 

2. Walking

HOW WILL YOU FINISH?



1. Running 

2. Walking 

3. Limping

HOW WILL YOU FINISH?



1. Running 

2. Walking 

3. Limping 

4. Disqualified

HOW WILL YOU FINISH?



John 19:30  [Jesus] said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his 

head and gave up his spirit.”

JESUS’ PERFECT FINISH



GIDEON’S DOWNFALL
Judges 7:24-8:35



GIVE
Give as worship  
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 

Give envelopes available at Connect Desk 

Give online soundcitybiblechurch.com/give 

Text to give at 360.474.5677



1. Slowly read 2 Timothy 4:6-8 and discuss what happened 

in the narrative of Judges 7:24-8:35. Why did Gideon 

begin to take the battle against the Midianites into his 

own hands?  

2. Why is success so dangerous for our hearts and our lives 

in Christ? When have you experienced success before 

and did not give God the glory?

DISCUSS



3. Why does success so easily lead to pride? How can we 

battle pride when we are successful in business, in our 

leadership, and even in our morality?  

4. Since most of us will be “successful” in our lives, how 

can we learn to grow in our faith in the midst of success?

DISCUSS



5. What does it look like to finish well? What areas of your 

life do you need to repent and believe the gospel in order 

to finish the race running, as the Apostle Paul says, and 

not walking, limping, or completely disqualified?  

6. In John 19:30 Jesus said, “It is finished.” What does 

this mean and how can we find so much hope in Christ’s 

words as we try to finish well?

DISCUSS



LORD’S TABLE
1 Corinthians 11:23-28 23For I received from the Lord what 

I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took bread, 24and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

25In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. →



LORD’S TABLE
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 27Whoever, 

therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and 

blood of the Lord. 28Let a person examine himself, then, 

and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup.



BENEDICTION
Acts 20:24 But I do not account my life of any value nor as 

precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the 

ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the 

gospel of the grace of God.


