
HEBREWS 11:32-40
JULY 24 
Hebrews 11:32–40   

32 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 

Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 33 who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of 

lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong 

out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women 

received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept 

release, so that they might rise again to a better life. 36 Others suffered mocking and 

flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn 
in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, 

destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38 of whom the world was not worthy—wandering 
about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.  

39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was 

promised, 40 since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they 

should not be made perfect. 

“ADMIT IT. YOU’RE A GLORY JUNKIE. THAT’S WHY YOU LIKE THE 360-DEGREE, BETWEEN-THE-LEGS SLAM DUNK, 

OR THAT AMAZING HAND-BEADED FORMAL GOWN, OR THE SEVEN-LAYER TRIPLE-CHOCOLATE MOUSE CAKE. 

IT’S WHY YOU’RE ATTRACTED TO THE HUGENESS OF A MOUNTAIN RANGE OR THE MULTIHUED SPLENDOR OF 

THE SUNSET. YOU WERE HARDWIRED BY YOUR CREATOR FOR A GLORY ORIENTATION. IT IS INESCAPABLE. IT’S 

IN YOUR GENES.” PAUL TRIPP 

THE PROBLEM  
Hebrews 11:32-35 talks about a number of people (some named and some un-named) 
who lived life by faith. They lived to proclaim the message of God’s glory and were 
persecuted for it. We pick up in verse 37… 

Hebrews 11:37–38 

37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They 

went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 38 of whom 
the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in 
dens and caves of the earth. 

What does that phrase mean?  

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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The world was not worthy.  

The author is saying that the world didn’t deserve for God to send them a messenger with 
that message of hope. They didn’t deserve to have someone come and tell them about 
God.  

Does that seem harsh?   

The glory exchange 
Back when God first put Adam and Even in the garden, they were given a charge to 
cultivate the earth. They were to use their gifts for God’s glory by cultivating the things 
he had put under their charge. They were given one particular command - not to eat of 
the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden.  

Satan came and tempted them.  

Genesis 3:5  

“…you will be like God…” 

Adam and Eve had to make a choice:  

• Uphold the glory of God by worshipping him through faith that manifested in 
obedience.  OR… 

• Chose to seek their own glory by turning from God’s plan to seek their own gain 
through other means.  

“AT THAT MOMENT THE GLORIOUS AMBITION TO USE GOD’S GIFTS FOR GOD’S GLORY SHRIVELED BEYOND 

RECOGNITION. REPLACING IT WAS SELF-CONFINED GLORY. ADAM AND EVE WERE NOW ON A QUEST FOR GLORY 

APART FROM GOD, DRIVEN BY A HUNGER FOR SELF-EXALTATION.” DAVE HARVEY 

Sadly - this is true for everyone from that day forward. Let’s look at Israel as an 
example… 

Hebrews 11:32–34   

32 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 

Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 33 who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of 

lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong 

out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 

That sounds pretty amazing right!?! These are men of great faith right? But let’s look at 
how each of the people’s stories start? 

Gideon | Judges 6:1 
1 The people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord gave 
them into the hand of Midian seven years. 
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Barak | Judges 4:1–2  
1 And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord after Ehud 

died. 2 And the Lord sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan 

Samson | Judges 13:1-5 
1 And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, so the Lord 

gave them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years. 

True of Israel. True of us.  
What we see in their history is a reflection of what we all battle in our own hearts. The 
people of Israel were all constantly turning away to even and to seek their own glory.  

Let’s be honest: But by the grace of God, we are all prone to seek our own glory! Our 

hearts all all prone to turn our own way!  

Isaiah 53:6   

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way;  

and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

We have all fallen in the footsteps of Adam and Eve and Israel. We all seek our own glory.  

We all have bought the lie: “…you will be like God…”   

So…how do we get out of the mess we’re in??? 

THE SOLUTION 
Hebrews 11: 39-40 

39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was 

promised, 40 since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us 

they should not be made perfect. 

What was promised? That the men of faith from the Old Testament as well as those of us 
since the time of Christ that have faith are made perfect! How?  

Hebrews 1 - 10 shares all God has done to display his glory and extend his redeeming 
grace through the work of Jesus.  

• Lived a perfect life.  

• Died to receive the full wrath of God that should have been poured out on us.  

• He rose again and now intercedes on our behalf.  

• He promises that we will dwell with God eternally in heaven.  

God’s glory - displayed through Christ and his promise of a future restoration.  

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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God has offered us a glory exchange, to put things right again!  

“FORMERLY OUR ASPIRATIONS WERE THE SOUL-SHRINKING AGENTS OF SELF-EXALTATION. BUT BECAUSE OF 

JESUS, EVERYTHING HAS CHANGED. HAVING GOD’S APPROVAL CHANGES WHY WE OBEY, ASPIRE, AND APPLY. 

NOW ASPIRATION FUELS DELIGHT. WE CAN PURSUE GREAT THINGS FOR GOD, AND IT WILL ENHANCE OUR JOY 

IN GOD. WE NO LONGER LIVE AMBITIOUS FOR APPROVAL, BUT WE ACT AMBITIOUS BECAUSE WE HAVE 

APPROVAL.” DAVE HARVEY 

Most of us probably would say we’re living for God’s glory… 

But how we use our time, talent, and treasures will give evidence to whose glory we are 
seeking! For many of us, the evidence of our lives shows that we live for our own glory 
far more than for God’s.  

QUESTION:  

If Jesus is supposed to restore our relationship with God so that once again we would 
seek and serve his glory instead of our own - why do we still tend to seek our own glory? 

THE CHALLENGE 
For those of us who have trusted God as our savior and are walking as Christians - we 
still have to face our SIN NATURE! We’re prone to doubt God and seek our own 
glory!  

So we have to… 

1. We have to chose if we will walk in faith! 

2. We have to chose if we will seek our glory or God’s glory.   

Examples who walked in faith and enjoyed great blessing.   

Gideon | Judges 6-8 
Judges 6:1 

1 The people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord gave 

them into the hand of Midian seven years. 

The angel of the Lord came to Gideon - who was hiding, beating wheat in the winepress.  

Judges 6:14–15 

14 And the Lord turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours and save Israel 

from the hand of Midian; do not I send you?” 15 And he said to him, “Please, Lord, 

how can I save Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the 
least in my father’s house.” 

Judges 7:2  
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2 The Lord said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to give the 

Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has 
saved me.’ 

32,000 - 10,000 

Judges 7:4  

4 And the Lord said to Gideon, “The people are still too many… 

10,000 to 300!!! 

Illustration: I often say to Gideon  “I’m gonna whip you with one finger.” It’s a way of 
showing how much stronger I am. It shows my glory as being much greater than his. He’s 
only 4…but… 

Then - they WHIPPED the Midianites.   

HE WALKED IN FAITH!!! That was HUGE faith. To take 32,000 down to 300 then to 
attack a vastly superior army!  

Judges 8:22–23  

22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, you and your son and your 

grandson also, for you have saved us from the hand of Midian.” 23 Gideon said to 

them, “I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; the Lord will rule 
over you.” 

HE SOUGHT GOD’S GLORY NOT HIS OWN!!! But not perfectly.  

Judges 8:27   

27 And Gideon made an ephod of it and put it in his city, in Ophrah. And all Israel 

whored after it there, and it became a snare to Gideon and to his family. 

Barak | Judges 4 
God gave Israel into the hands of Canaan.  

Deborah: Prophetess and judge. Summoned Barak.  

She said God was calling him to go to war against Sisera (the commander of the army).  

“If you will go with me, I will go, but if you will not go with me, I will not go.” 

Why would they include him since he didn’t seem to trust in God? Was he walking in 
faith? Yes or no?  

10,000 men against a war machine! 900 iron chariots plus all the infantry.  

It took great faith to march against them.  

And we see God honored that by dropping rain (Judges 5) which served to disable the 
chariots! God gave them victory.  

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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BUT: Sisera fled to Jael (a woman who he thought he had peace with). She lured him in. 
Gave him milk to drink and covered (hid) him. Then drove a tent stake through the 
carpet he was hiding in, through his temple, and into the ground!  

Because he did not put his faith in God alone, he missed out on the key point - 
conquering the enemy commander. 

Samson | Judges 13-16 
God had a purpose: He wanted to strike the Philistine people. He wanted to work 
through Samson to do this. But - Samson was a train wreck! God still worked through 
him - but it was despite Samson!  

He was supposed to be set apart. But he broke all his vows.  

He married a Philistine. He ate and drank things forbidden to him. He was involved with 
other women.  

God continually worked despite him! Empowering him for great feats such as… 

- Ripped a lion apart with his bear hands 

- Killed 30 Philistines and took their clothes to make good on a bet he lost 

- Struck 1,000 men with the jawbone of a donkey 

- Ultimately - after Delilah turned him over to the Philistines and he was blind and 
beaten, he sought God’s empowerment for his own glory! To be avenged!  

Judges 16:28–30   

28 Then Samson called to the Lord and said, “O Lord God, please remember me and 
please strengthen me only this once, O God, that I may be avenged on the Philistines 

for my two eyes.” 

Even his final cry was self serving! He was seeking his glory! Yet, God worked DESPITE 
Samson. God had a purpose. He accomplished it. Samson incurred great consequences 
because of his sin and glory stealing he did.  

How did Samson do with the two challenges?  

1. Did he have faith! - YES 

2. Did he seek God’s glory or his own? His own! 

What happens when you chase after your own glory instead of the glory of God?  
“AS CHRISTIANS, SIN DOESN’T TOUCH OUR STANDING BEFORE GOD, BUT IT CAN DEFINITELY AFFECT OUR 

EXPERIENCE OF GOD. WHEN I LIED TO MY DAD AS A KID, HE DIDN’T STOP BEING MY FATHER. BUT IT SURE DID 

AFFECT OUR RELATIONSHIP. MY EXPERIENCE OF HIS AFFECTION CHANGED. HIS LOVE WAS EXPRESSED IN 

ANOTHER WAY, A MORE PAINFUL WAY. THE HAND THAT OFTEN BLESSED ME CONVERTED TO A HAND OF 

DISCIPLINE. I FELT HIS DISPLEASURE, THOUGH I NEVER STOPPED BEING HIS SON.” DAVE HARVEY 

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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Examples who walked in faith but still experienced tragedy on earth.   
The bible doesn’t pull punches. It’s not selling candy canes and fairy tales! There are no 
promises that if you walk in faith you will be given health, wealth, and happiness in this 
life!  

Hebrews 11:35b-40 

…Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a 

better life. 36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and 

imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the 
sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— 
38 of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, 

and in dens and caves of the earth. 

Even people of great faith often endured terrible suffering on earth.  

So even if you walk in great faith and seek God’s glory - that’s not a formula for all your 
dreams to come true on earth! You may still face suffering, persecution, and even death.  

APPLICATION 

For those that are Christians… 
Ephesians 4:1   

1  I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the 
calling to which you have been called… 

He’s saying a few things:  

1. “Get out of the stands! You’re being put in the game!” And what does that look 
like?  

2. Walk in faith!  

3. Seek God’s glory!  

“TO LOVE GLORY IS TO PURSUE GLORY. IF WE LOVE THE GLORY THAT COMES FROM GOD, IT TRANSLATES INTO 

A LIFELONG, PASSIONATE, ZEALOUS QUEST - IN OTHER WORDS, GODLY AMBITION.” DAVE HARVEY 

Are you like Gideon? Barak? Samson?  
Some of you are living out a rich faith! I have heard and seen so many examples of 
people from this church living in a way that it is crystal clear they are seeking God’s glory 
and walking in bold steps of faith to that end!  

Others, the evidence is lacking. 

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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Perhaps it’s hard for you to identify just based on the categories I offered of Gideon, 
Barak, or Samson. Here are a few other examples that may help you honestly evaluate 
where you are at.  

Serving:  

• Serving joyfully 

• When opportunities are shared you see them as an exciting invitation to join in 
the work God’s doing in and through the church.  

• Showing up regularly to serve behind the scenes, in kids ministry, in 
production, etc.  

• Some are here from when we open the doors till when we close.  

• Some are quick to respond when there’s a last minute need in kids ministry 

and you jump in to fill the gaps.  

• Some of you grumble when you hear a request go out. You grumble about giving 
up any time on “your day off.” You show up and consume and take but never use 
the gifts God’s given you to serve others.  

• Repent of being a glory thief! God is calling YOU to get out of the stands 
and get in the game. God’s calling you to use the gifts he’s given you for HIS 

glory by loving and serving his people!  

• And that’s where your greatest joy will be found!  

Mission:  

• Are you investing the gifts God has given you to glorify him in your place of work? 
OR - are you using your gifts to advance your own reputation? How would it look 
to glorify God in your workplace over your own reputation?  

• Some of you are constantly praying for God to show you where he’s at work so 
you can join him and be a vessel that he can work through to bring the gospel 
to non-believers at work, where you play, or in various other places where you 
are invested.  

• Others, don’t want to get involved in people’s lives because it’s messy and 
takes time. Or because you’re afraid they may not respond well to your 
attempts to share the gospel. You’re more worried about the way it will cramp 

your comfort, than you are about the work God is doing and the opportunity to 
share his glory with others and see others meet Jesus.  

• If that’s you: Repent of being a glory thief! Get in the game! Walk in faith! 
Seek God’s glory and not your own!  

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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Community Group:  

• Some who are there every week to host or lead, month after month, pouring into 
the people of this church.  

• Some of you are in CG and using your gifts to help disciple one another and you’re 
loving each other well! And amazing fruit is coming from that.  

• Some of you have the gifts and ability to help shepherd others, but you would 
prefer to stay in the group that’s loving on you. Despite the gifts God’s given you 
and the opportunity he’s giving you by bringing tons of people to this church who 
want to be in a CG, by not stepping forward to get trained, equipped and to launch 
a group you’re effectively saying you would rather be served then to take part in 
the work God’s doing in other peoples lives. You would rather us turn them away 

then to step out in faith to be a vessel God could work through to impact others. 
You’re seeking your comfort, your glory instead of God’s glory.   

• If that’s you: Repent of being a glory thief! Get in the game! Walk in faith! 
Seek God’s glory and not your own! Use the gifts God’s given you to pour 
into his people! Start being a disciple maker instead of a content and 
comfortable consumer Christian.  

For those that are not Christians… 
Living for your own glory falls short of what you were designed for! God is calling you 
back from your quest for your own glory and offering you an invitation to receive his 
glory in the form of redeeming grace.  

I want to invite you to make today the day you receive God as Lord of your life! 

Romans 10:9  

9 …if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

Receive his glorious grace, given through the death and resurrection of Jesus, that 
forgives you for becoming a glory thief and seeking your own glory instead of his.  

Then enjoy being restored back into a right relationship with God. And look forward to 
the hope of eternity with him.  

People of Sound City - God is doing some amazing work in and through he people of this 
church! But I believe he has MUCH MORE in store! For us to see and experience the 
fullness of what God has planned, he is calling each of us to walk in faith and to live for 
his glory! 

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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Discussion Questions 
1. Where is the Holy Spirit exposing to you that your time, treasures, and talents 

are being used to pursue your own glory instead of God’s? Be specific.  

2. In what ways is the Holy Spirit convicting you to surrender your glory and 
seek God’s glory?  

3. In what ways is the Holy Spirit convicting you to “get in the game” and be 
more involved in the work God is doing?  

Prayer Points 
1. Pray that God would expose where you are living as a glory thief, seeking your 

own glory over his.  

2. Pray and confess your sinful pursuit of your glory over God’s glory.  

3. Pray that God would show you where he is at work and inviting you to join 
him.  

4. Pray God would give you the faith to trust him and walk in obedience. 

To glorify God by proclaiming Jesus, receiving grace, being disciples, and making disciples.
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