
HEBREWS 9:1-10
Drawing near to God 

Hebrews 9:1–10 (ESV) 
1 Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly place of 

holiness. 2 For a tent was prepared, the first section, in which were the lampstand and 

the table and the bread of the Presence. It is called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second 

curtain was a second section called the Most Holy Place, 4 having the golden altar of 
incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden 
urn holding the manna, and Aaron’s staff that budded, and the tablets of the covenant. 

5 Above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we 

cannot now speak in detail. 6 These preparations having thus been made, the priests go 

regularly into the first section, performing their ritual duties, 7 but into the second only 

the high priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without taking blood, which he 

offers for himself and for the unintentional sins of the people. 8 By this the Holy Spirit 
indicates that the way into the holy places is not yet opened as long as the first section is 

still standing 9 (which is symbolic for the present age). According to this arrangement, 

gifts and sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the conscience of the worshiper, 10 but 

deal only with food and drink and various washings, regulations for the body imposed 
until the time of reformation. 

Today, we’re going to see that the author in Hebrews explains to his audience that God 

put in place means to draw people to himself that was intended as a temporary provision 
until the time that his master plan was complete.  

God had a plan for how he would deal with sin and brokenness to put things back in 
proper order. The OT temple and sacrificial system was a temporary structure till the 
master plan was put into full effect. Jesus was the master plan.  

So we’re going to look at the tabernacle, the elements in the tabernacle, and some of the 
rituals to understand how they served as a temporary provision to draw people to God 

and how they foreshadowed Jesus and God’s ultimate plan to draw us back to himself 
and restore us back into right relationship with God.  

Page �1



THE TABERNACLE 
• Described in Exodus 25 - 27 

• Built in Exodus 36 - 38, 40.  

THE COURTYARD 
Hey jumps right into the inner rooms. But the Tabernacle had an outer courtyard that 
was 150 feet by 75 feet.  

There was a fence around the courtyard. 

Altar of burnt offering (bronze altar) (Exodus 27:1-8, 38:1-7) 

Bronze basin for ceremonial washings (Exodus 30:17-20) 

HEBREWS 9:2 
1 Now even the first covenant had regulations for worship and an earthly place of 

holiness. 2 For a tent was prepared, the first section, in which were the lampstand and 
the table and the bread of the Presence. It is called the Holy Place. 

THE FIRST COVENANT 
Speaking of the covenant God established with Moses and the Israelites.  

A TENT 
Reference: Exodus 26 

Curtains of goat hair to cover it. 

HOLY PLACE 
Reference: Exodus 25-27 

30 feet long, 15 feet wide, and 15 feet high.  

Where regular ceremonial rituals took place.  

A LAMPSTAND 
Provided light for activities that took place within the room. (Exodus 25:31-40; 37:17-24 

and Leviticus 24:1-4). Also called the Menorah.  

7 stems total. 

Priests would enter morning and evening to trim the wicks, provide lamp oil (olive oil), 
and keep it burning day and night.  

Most believe that the seven branches and lamps symbolized the fullness of light that is in 
Jesus Christ who is himself the light of the world.  
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TABLE & BREAD OF PRESENCE 
Exodus 25:23-30, 37:10-16, Leviticus 24:5-9 

Every Sabbath they placed 12 fresh loaves.  

At the end of the week, eaten by the priests.  

Representing 12 tribes.  

Represented God’s provision.  

Foreshadowed Jesus as the bread of life meaning his provision (death, burial, 
resurrection) provides what we need (sustenance) for eternal life.  

A GOLDEN ALTER OF INCENSE 
This was the piece of furniture where incense was placed in large quantities on the Day 
of Atonement.  

Coals were taken from the great sacrificial altar at the door of the tabernacle and placed 
on this small stand. Incense was then placed on the coals to produce a large amount of 

smoke which was a pleasant aroma offered to God and served to conceal God’s presence 
over the ark. The need to conceal the presence of God is a reminder of God’s holiness. 

HEBREWS 9:3–5  
3 Behind the second curtain was a second section called the Most Holy Place, 4 having the 

golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, in 
which was a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron’s staff that budded, and the tablets 

of the covenant. 5 Above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of 

these things we cannot now speak in detail.  

CURTAIN 
Reference: Exodus 26:31-35 

This curtain was made of fine twisted linen woven with blue, purple, and scarlet yarn, 
and was embroidered with figures of cherubim.  

This curtain was always closed.  

HOLY OF HOLIES 
The inner room. This is where the high priest would come once a year to make sacrifices 

in the presence of God.  

The place where God dwelt with His people. His presence would descend.  

The place of forgiveness of sin for all people. 
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ARK OF THE COVENANT 
Reference: Exodus 25:10–16 

It was made of acacia wood covered with gold 

GOLDEN URN WITH MANNA 
Exodus 16:31-36 

A reminder that God was faithful to provide for their physical needs.  

AARON’S BUDDED STAFF 
Numbers 16-17  

Lessons:  

• Korah said: “For all in the congregation are holy” NO! Only God is holy.  

• God draws us to himself! Moses said “…the Lord will show who is his…and will 
bring him near to him.” 

• God orchestrates and the plan for redemption and then invites us.  

TABLETS OF THE 10 COMMANDMENTS 
Reference: Exodus 25:16 

The commandments were given AFTER God has rescued and redeemed the people out 
of Israel. So the commandments were a worshipful response for all God had done, not a 
means to earn his grace.  

CHERUBIM OF GLORY 
Reference: 25:18-22 

Hovering over the mercy seat and facing each other.  

Called Cherubim of glory because the glory of God’s presence would appear and sit 

between them.  

THE MERCY SEAT 
Reference: Exodus 25:22, Numbers 7:89 

The lid of the ark was a golden slab called the ‘mercy seat’ or atonement cover.  

It’s the earthly counterpart of the ‘throne of grace’ in heaven.  It’s where the priest would 
sprinkle blood as a sacrifice for their sin and the sins of Israel.  

What’s key about the “mercy” seat is to see that God is a God of mercy. He provides a 

means for our sin to be forgiven. The penalty is paid - but God doesn’t make us pay the 
price!  

Mercy vs Grace 
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• Mercy Seat: God did not give us the punishment and wrath we deserve.   

• Grace through Jesus on the cross: God gave us something we did not deserve. 
Eternal restoration.  

HEBREWS 9:6  
6 These preparations having thus been made, the priests go regularly into the first 
section, performing their ritual duties, 

RITUAL DUTIES 
Reference: Exodus 27:20-28, Leviticus 24:8-9, Exodus 30:7-8 

The outer room is where the ordinary priests regularly entered to cary out ritual duties. 

Day by day, morning and evening, the appointed priests entered the Holy Place to trim 
the lamps on the lampstand   

Weekly to place the fresh loaves on the table of showbread (Lev. 24:8–9).  

There were also twice-daily sacrifices (Exod. 29:38–42).  

HEBREWS 9:7  
7 but into the second only the high priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without 

taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the unintentional sins of the people.  

HIGH PRIESTLY DUTIES 
Reference: Leviticus 16 

No one except the high priest was permitted to enter ‘the second tent’, the Most Holy 
Place, and he was allowed to enter on only one day of the year, the Day of Atonement 
(also called Yom Kippur).  

The high priest never entered without blood, which he offered for his own sins and those 
committed by the people.  

PROPITIATION 
This sacrificial work shows propitiation.  

Propitiation means that God’s wrath was poured out in full. But, it was poured out on, or 
transferred to, the animal that was sacrificed.  

Foreshadowed how God would pour out his wrath against sin on Jesus instead of us.   

HEBREWS 9:8-9a 
8 By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the holy places is not yet opened as 

long as the first section is still standing 9 (which is symbolic for the present age). 

Page �5



“as the first section is still standing” indicates this was written before the temple was 
destroyed.  

HEBREWS 9:9b-10 
9 According to this arrangement, gifts and sacrifices are offered that cannot perfect the 

conscience of the worshiper, 10 but deal only with food and drink and various washings, 

regulations for the body imposed until the time of reformation. 

The sacrifices were not able to perfect our conscience. These were the “temporary” 
means but not a permanent solution.  

There was a need for reformation. For a more permanent solution. God had a master 
plan that would replace the temporary structure.  

The author in Hebrews is reminding his listeners that there’s a better way now! They 

don’t have to use the temporary roads! God’s master plan had been implemented! They 
had a better means to draw near to God.  

While the tabernacle foreshadowed Jesus and was just a shadow of the master plan God 
had in mind, in both systems, the old and the new, we see some consistent truths… 

1. God is holy:  

• The OT ceremonial washings, the incense, the sacrifices were all a reminder of 
God’s holiness.  

• Jesus purity, his prayers offered up, his worship and sacrifice all showed his heart 
of worship before a holy God.  

2. Man is sinful:  

• The tabernacle and all the elements in it were a daily reminder of man’s 
sinfulness. It reminded them that if they drew near to God in their sinful state they 
would die.  Since none are perfect and pure, the penalty for imperfection and sin 

had to be paid. So there was always a blood sacrifice to enter into the Holy of 
Holies. 

• Jesus death is a reminder that we are sinful and the penalty of our sin is death.  
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The Tabernacle 
• Earthly tabernacle 

• External “gifts and sacrifices are offered 
that cannot perfect the conscience of 
the worshiper” Hebrews 9:9 

• Temporary in nature “regulations for the 
body imposed until the time of 
reformation.” Hebrews 9:10

Jesus 
• Heavenly throne room in heaven 

• Internal “cleanse your conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God.” 
Hebrews 9:14 

• Permanent in nature—“securing an 
eternal redemption” Hebrews 9:12



3. God initiates:  

• God initiated the means for the Israelites to be able to restore their broken 
relationship through the tabernacle and sacrificial system.  

• God initiated the means for us to able to restore our broken relationship with him 
through Jesus.  

4. God provides: 

• God provided the means so that the Israelites could approach him. Animal 
sacrifices.  

• God provides the means so that we can approach him. Jesus… 

WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN YOU FEEL FAR FROM GOD? 
If you feel that God is distant, you’re not alone. All of us“feel” that God is distant at times.   
Is it true? Is God distant?  

If you’re not a Christian:  

• There is a broken relationship that needs to be mended. 

• Enemy of God.  

• But God is beckoning you! 

If you’re a Christian: The Holy Spirit resides within us. God is indwelling us. So he’s near. 
But there are times where we don’t sense that presence. It feels there’s a disconnect.  

• That can be due to sin, that disrupts our fellowship.  

• It may be because we’re suffering due to sin committed against us.  

• Or it may just be due to a hard season of life.  

Regardless of the reason why - what do you do when God seems distant?  

1. Seek the Lord!  

• Psalm 27:8–9, “You have said, ‘Seek my face.’ My heart says to you, ‘Your face, O 

Lord, do I seek.’ Hide not your face from me.”  

• Seek the Lord by immersing yourself in his word.  

• Seek the Lord by meditating on his promises and the gospel of grace!  

• Seek the Lord through prayer.  

• Seek the Lord through fellowship with other believers who can minister to you 
with God’s word.  

2. Wait for the Lord!  

• Psalm 27:14 “Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for 
the Lord!” 
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• Psalm 40:1–3  “1I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my 

cry.  2He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry bog, and set my 

feet upon a rock, making my steps secure.  3… Many will see and fear, and put 

their trust in the Lord.” 

3. Guard against the deceitfulness of sin.  

• Hebrews 3:12–13  12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, 

unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one 

another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 

• Three pitfalls to look out for:  

1. Works based response.  

2. Penance based response. Beating yourself up to show God you’re sorry.  

Both of those approaches make a mockery of the work Jesus did on the cross.  

1. Works based response says Jesus didn’t need to die because I can be good 
enough to earn God’s favor. I can be good enough to be as holy as he is.  

2. Penance based response says Jesus’ death wasn’t good enough. I still need 
to suffer.  

3. Another pitfall = self destruction.  

Thinking you’re not worthy of God’s grace and turning to sinful escape or 

turning to sin to prove you’re not worthy of God’s grace. 

God has made it possible for us to be restored and to draw near to him! He had the plan. 
He initiated it. He made the provision. That gives us cause to celebrate!  

Those of you who are not Christians… 

You’re choosing to stand outside the courtyard of the tabernacle. But God is beckoning 
you to draw year. Through Jesus, he’s opened up the Holy of Holies. He has opened up 

access to him. God is inviting you in! How will you respond? Will you draw near?  

And for those who are already Christians…  

Are you taking advantage of the access Jesus has given you? Are you drawing near to 
God?  

In response to such a costly and beautiful grace… 

• It doesn’t make sense to feel enslaved by a works based theology.  

• It doesn’t make sense to be enslaved by penance.  

• It doesn’t make sense to turn your back on it and self destruct.  
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The only response that makes sense is… 

• To be overwhelmed with gratitude!  

• To respond in worship by choosing obedience before God!  

• To draw near and walk in dependance upon him! 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS & PRAYER POINTS 
Discussion Questions 
1. Which pitfalls are you most prone to fall into in response to sin in your life or when 

God feels distant? Works? Penance? Or self destruction?  

2. How do those responses distort and deny the gospel of grace offered through Jesus?  

3. What would a more gospel centered response to sin in your life look like?  

Prayer Points 
1. Pray that God would magnify your understanding of his glory and grace.   

2. Pray that  God would expose any unhealthy ways you respond to sin in your life.  

3. Pray that God would teach you how to draw near to him by the grace of Jesus 

through the empowering of the Holy Spirit.  
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