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Hebrews 11:1–3  

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
2 For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we 
understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen 
was not made out of things that are visible. 

INTRODUCTION 
“It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We 
are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when 
infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud 
pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday 
at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.” C. S. Lewis 

The passage today is one that is intended to elevate our sites. It’s going to 
challenge us to evaluate where we put our hope.  

I would propose that all of us need to do a serious inventory to ask if we truly 
have our hope firmly grounded in the right things.  

Reminder, who was Hebrews written to? 
Early Jewish Christians who were facing persecution.  

Hebrews 10:32–36 

What is the central aim of Hebrews?  
To challenge and encourage the Christians in the midst of persecution to press on 
and continue spreading the good news of God’s redeeming grace no matter what 
the cost.  

To produce people who were free from enslaving notions of comfort.  

To produce people who would risk it all to take the gospel to others! 

Hebrews 10:35–36 

He was spurring them on to live BOLDLY as Christians, living out a genuine faith. 
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How does the upcoming discussion of faith fit in?  
The author of Hebrews has made great effort over the last 10 chapters to prove 
that the grace we receive is a gift of God through the work of Jesus.  

• 1:1 - God spoke through his Son 

• 1:2 - God created the world through his Son 

• 1:3 - God upholds the universe by the word of his power (his Son, Jesus) 

• 2:9 - Jesus suffered death so that by God’s grace we wouldn’t have to 

• 2:17 - Jesus was made like man, and became a merciful and faithful high priest, 
making propitiation for the sins of the people 

• 2:18 - He suffered when tempted and is able to help those who are being 
tempted 

• 4:1 - Jesus invites us to enter his rest 

• 4:14 - Jesus is our high priest, who has passed through the heavens 

• 7:25 - Jesus is able to save those who draw near since he always lives to make 
intercession for them 

• 8:13 - Jesus established a new covenant making the old covenant obsolete  

• 9:24 - Christ entered into heaven itself, to appear before God on our behalf 

• 10:12 - Jesus offered for all time a single sacrifice for sin, then sat down at the 
right hand of God 

• 10:19 - We have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus 

• 10:23 - Jesus promised and is faithful 

Over 40 things listed that God did through Jesus on our behalf and that we’ve been 
given through Jesus. So having spent 10 chapters unpacking what that means, 
what God has done for us through Jesus, now the author now turns the corner to 
how all of that manifests itself in the lives of those who believe. 

We’ll see that because of what Jesus has done, those who are his will be marked 
by living by faith (chapter 11), hope (chapter 12), and love (chapter 13).  

This brings us to chapter 11 and this topic of FAITH.  

WHAT IS FAITH 
“It seems that faith is the spark that ignites grace in the souls of men and women. 
That until there is faith, grace is an abstract idea. But when faith takes root in the 
heart, grace is awakened and comes alive in the souls of men and women.” Matt 
Chandler 
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FAITH IS A GIFT 
In a letter to the church in Ephesus Paul says, “For by grace you have been saved 

through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8–9) 

In a letter to the Corinthian Church Paul states, “What do you have that you did 
not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?” 
He was basically saying, “Hey! This faith you have, it’s not by your doing! It was a 
gift God gave you!”  

ASSURANCE OF THINGS HOPED FOR… 

ASSURANCE 
Translated as:  

• The assurance 

• The substance 

• The confidence 

• The realization 

“Viewed from this perspective, ‘faith’ is something objective that in the here and 
now gives to the things hoped for ‘a substantial reality, which will unfold in God’s 
appointed time’. Faith ‘lays hold of what is promised and therefore hoped for, as 
something real and solid, though as yet unseen’.” Peter O’Brien  1

“The notion of hope in future salvation has run like a scarlet thread throughout 
Hebrews (3:6; 6:11, 18; 7:19; 10:23); it is intimately related to the divine promises 
(4:1; 6:12, 17; 7:6; 8:6; 9:15; 10:36) and the inheritance (1:14; 6:12, 17; 9:15) that are 
yet to be attained. They are ‘the things hoped for’ and include the world to come 
(2:5), the sabbath rest (4:1–11), an eternal inheritance (9:15), the heavenly 
Jerusalem (12:22–24), and an unshakable kingdom (12:28).” Peter O’Brien  2

HOPE 
The very idea of hope begins with dissatisfaction.  

You have to be dissatisfied with your current state in order to have a “HOPE” for 
something in the future.  

 O’Brien, P. T. (2010). The Letter to the Hebrews (p. 399). Grand Rapids, MI; Nottingham, England: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.1

 O’Brien, P. T. (2010). The Letter to the Hebrews (p. 399). Grand Rapids, MI; Nottingham, England: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.2
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Examples…  

• You hope to get a pay raise.  

• You hope to get married.  

• You hope to have a better marriage.  

• You hope to get healthier.  

WE ARE NOT TALKING ABOUT… 
We are not talking about hope as something that allows you to bring something 
into being by wishing enough.   

EX: Like the American notion that you can be anything if you work hard enough, 
there’s a false Christian idea that if you just believe enough then God will give you 
what you’re wanting. EX - healing or riches 

WHAT ARE WE TALKING ABOUT… 
We’re talking about hope as a holy discontent. Hope as a longing to see God’s will 
done and to see Glory given to Him.  

Romans 5:2  2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in 
which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

Titus 1:2 2 …in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before 
the ages began… 

Psalm 20:7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of 
the Lord our God. 

In Romans 4:20–21, when speaking about Jesus the Author Paul said,  “20 No 
unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in 

his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to do 
what he had promised.” 

Some other verses that highlight God as our hope… 

• Psalm 33:17–18 17 The war horse is a false hope for salvation, and by its great 

might it cannot rescue. 18 Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear 
him, on those who hope in his steadfast love… 
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• Psalm 42:5  5 Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil 
within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my 
God.  

• Psalm 46:1 1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. 

• Psalm 71:5 5  For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O Lord, from my 
youth. 

• Psalm 118:6 6 The Lord is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me? 

Ephesians 1:15–19  15 …because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and 

your love toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, 

remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 

knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of 

his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness 
of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might…  

That language, “the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance” is language that elevates the sites of the hearer.  

It is like he was saying “Hey! No matter how good it may seem here, there is 
something SO MUCH BETTER!”  

“What I find just as hard to chew on is how many men and women are content 
living the life of a dog. “I’m going to eat a little bit, I’m going to sleep a little bit, I’m 
going to amuse myself and I’m going to hope that I die good. Like I just get old, 
and somebody takes me to the doctor, and they just give me a shot and I just go to 
sleep forever.” What blows my mind even more than us spending an obscene 
amount of cash on dogs is how many of us are perfectly content chasing our tail. 
Discontentment, it is the foundational element of faith because it screams out 
from our guts that there’s something more. Without this what Romans 8 calls 
“groaning,” there will never be faith. Which means grace never gets activated.” 
Matt Chandler 

He was preaching on this same passage when he said that. He followed it up by 
proposing that it’s God’s grace that stirs a holy discontent within us. Equally so, he 
challenged that it could be seen as God’s wrath to let us be wealthy, healthy 
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and comfortable so that we were content and never experienced the 
discontent that would help us to see our desperate need for him!  

Romans 15:13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

“For man without faith, hope is cumbered with uncertainty and cramped by 
unpredictability; it is retarded by the fears as well as spurred by the longings of 
human subjectivity. For the man of faith, however, hope is something sure and 
substantial precisely because it is founded on the objective reality of the 
immutable promises of God, who cannot lie.” Philip Hughes  3

CONVICTION OF THINGS NOT SEEN.  
 “Some realities are unseen because they belong to the spiritual realm and some 
because they lie in the future, when that realm will break into the earthly sphere. 
In either case, the person of faith lives out a bold confidence in God’s greater 
realities.” George Guthrie  4

Hebrews 11:2 2 For by it the people of old received their commendation. 
This means that the characters of renown from the Old Testament received their 
commendation because of their “faith.” 

This is important because it’s a common distortion about Christianity and religion 
that people are saved because they keep all the commandments.  

It wasn’t what they did that earned them God’s favor.  

It was their faith in what God did that showed God’s grace in their lives.  

Hebrews 11:3  3 By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word 
of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 
John 1:1–3 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God… 3 All things were made through him… 

2 Corinthians 4:18   18 …For the things that are seen are transient, but the things 
that are unseen are eternal. 

Romans 10:17   17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 
Christ. 

 Hughes, P. E. (1977). A Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews (p. 438). Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.3

 Guthrie, G. (1998). Hebrews (p. 375). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House.4
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SO WHAT? 
For non-believers… 
Perhaps part of your heart is longing to really truly believe. But you can’t bring 
your own heart, or head to believe.” Don’t be discouraged. Don’t walk away. Pray 
and ask Jesus to open your eyes!  

Psalm 34:8 8 Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! 

That’s my invitation to you! Get involved. Ask questions. Read and study his word. 
Begin to taste what you can. Pray that he would enlighten you heart! And be 
patient!  

Pray that God would give you faith!  

For believers part 1 
Perhaps you believe, but you feel that your faith is not very strong. That’s ok! 
You’re not alone!  

Mark 9:24 a father was asking Jesus, “if you can do anything, have compassion on 
us and help us.” Jesus said, all things are possible for one who believes. 
“Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my 
unbelief!” 

Pray that God would increase your faith!  

For believers part 2 
One way that God helps to increase our faith is to encourage us through 
fellowship with other believers.  

Romans 1:11–12  11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual 

gift to strengthen you— 12 that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by 
each other’s faith, both yours and mine. 

Pray that God would encourage your faith! 

And don’t try to make God a liar. If you’re praying God would encourage your faith 
through others, but you’re not involved with others - you really are asking for a 
miracle! Take action! Start serving. Get connected with people from the Church. 
Get into a Community Group! Put yourself in a position where you can be 
encouraged by others faith, and let God use your faith to encourage them too!  
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For believers part 3 
You have to come to terms with what your life is going to be about.  

Are you going to settle for chasing empty pleasures like a well cultured dog?  

Or are you going to elevate your sights beyond the fleeting pleasures of this world 
and hold fast to the hope God has given?  

It’s an important question because faith is not something we’re given solely to 
serve ourselves! Genuine faith always has an outward facing element! It compels 
us to live boldly - walking in obedience, proclaiming his glory to the world around 
us.  

1 Timothy 4:10 10 For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set 
on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe. 

2 Corinthians 3:12  12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold… 

James 2:14 - 26  14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but 
does not have works? Can that faith save him? 

Pray that God would activate your faith!  

Discussion Questions 
1. Work back through Hebrews and recount all the things that God has done 

through Jesus that should give us hope.  

2. Where do you struggle to have faith or to believe in the promises of God for 
your life? 

3. In what specific way is God calling you to live out your faith more boldly.  

Prayer Points 
1. Pray that God would give you faith!  

2. Pray that God would increase your faith!  

3. Pray that God would encourage your faith! 

4. Pray that God would activate your faith!  
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A LOOSELY QUOTED PRAYER FROM A MESSAGE JOHN PIPER GAVE:  

My desire and prayer is that our lives would have a radical favor. Some 
extraordinary love, something risky, some crazy sacrifice that nobody can 
understand. Something salty and bright. A gutsy, counter cultural, war time flavor 
that makes the average prosperous American Christians feel uncomfortable. A 
strange mixture of tenderness and toughness that keeps the worldly people a little 
off balance. A pervasive summons to something more and something hazardous 
and something wonderful. That we would have a joyful embrace of suffering 
which would mark our lives as the salt of the earth and the light of the world. That 
we would count it all joy when we encounter various trials because we know that 
we have a great reward in all the satisfying, everlasting experience of the 
supremacy of Christ. That our life, our family, our work, our ministry would have 
the flavor of risk, sacrifice, love, simplicity, joy, freedom, and precious adventure. 
That we would be so heavenly minded that we would be free from the 
entrapments of this world. That we would treasure our present and future reward 
in Christ vastly more than we treasure the comforts and securities of ordinary 
earthy life. In short, that our lives would be something like the life of Jesus. 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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Faith 

Origins of faith 
Synopsis
Faith is a gift from God himself and is not to be seen as the result of human striving or 
achievement. Faith is inspired by the word and works of God.

Faith is a gift from God
Jn 6:63–65; Eph 2:8–9

John 6:63–65 (ESV) — 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no 
help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But 
there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the 
beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would 
betray him.) 65 And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come 
to me unless it is granted him by the Father.”
Ephesians 2:8–9 (ESV) — 8 For by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast.

See also Mt 16:15–17 ; Mk 9:24 ; Lk 17:5 ; Ac 3:16 ; Ac 14:27 ; Ac 18:27 ; Ro 
12:3 ; 1 Co 4:7 ; 1 Co 12:9 ; Php 1:29 ; Jas 2:5

Matthew 16:15–17 (ESV) — 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that 
I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! 
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in 
heaven.
Mark 9:24 (ESV) — 24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and 
said, “I believe; help my unbelief!”
Luke 17:5 (ESV) — 5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”
Acts 3:16 (ESV) — 16 And his name—by faith in his name—has made 
this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through 
Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all.
Acts 14:27 (ESV) — 27 And when they arrived and gathered the church 
together, they declared all that God had done with them, and how he had 
opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.
Acts 18:27 (ESV) — 27 And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the 
brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him. 
When he arrived, he greatly helped those who through grace had 
believed,
Romans 12:3 (ESV) — 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone 
among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but 
to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that 
God has assigned.
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1 Corinthians 4:7 (ESV) — 7 For who sees anything different in you? 
What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do 
you boast as if you did not receive it?
1 Corinthians 12:9 (ESV) — 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to 
another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,
Philippians 1:29 (ESV) — 29 For it has been granted to you that for the 
sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his 
sake,
James 2:5 (ESV) — 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen 
those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him?

Faith comes through God’s word
Faith following a direct word from God

Heb 11:29–30; Ex 14:15 Moses receives God’s instructions at the Red 
Sea; Jos 6:2–5 Joshua receives God’s instructions concerning Jericho; Ac 
27:23–25

Hebrews 11:29–30 (ESV) — 29 By faith the people crossed the Red 
Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the 
same, were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after 
they had been encircled for seven days.
Exodus 14:15 (ESV) — 15 The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry 
to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward.
Joshua 6:2–5 (ESV) — 2 And the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have 
given Jericho into your hand, with its king and mighty men of valor. 3 
You shall march around the city, all the men of war going around the 
city once. Thus shall you do for six days. 4 Seven priests shall bear 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. On the seventh day you 
shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow 
the trumpets. 5 And when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, 
when you hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the people shall 
shout with a great shout, and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and 
the people shall go up, everyone straight before him.”
Acts 27:23–25 (ESV) — 23 For this very night there stood before me 
an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I worship, 24 and he 
said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar. And 
behold, God has granted you all those who sail with you.’ 25 So take 
heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been 
told.

Faith through the Scriptures
Jn 2:22; Jn 20:30–31; 2 Ti 3:15

John 2:22 (ESV) — 22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, 
his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the 
Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.
John 20:30–31 (ESV) — 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but 
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these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
2 Timothy 3:15 (ESV) — 15 and how from childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise 
for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

Faith comes through hearing God’s word preached
Ro 10:14–17

Romans 10:14–17 (ESV) — 14 How then will they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of 
whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are 
sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach 
the good news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For 
Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 17 
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.

See also Is 52:7 ; Is 53:1 ; Jn 1:7 ; Jn 4:41–42 ; Jn 17:20 ; Ac 11:19–21 ; 1 
Co 2:4–5

Isaiah 52:7 (ESV) — 7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 
of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings good 
news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your 
God reigns.”
Isaiah 53:1 (ESV) — 1 Who has believed what he has heard from 
us? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?
John 1:7 (ESV) — 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him.
John 4:41–42 (ESV) — 41 And many more believed because of his 
word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what 
you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we 
know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”
John 17:20 (ESV) — 20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for 
those who will believe in me through their word,
Acts 11:19–21 (ESV) — 19 Now those who were scattered because 
of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as 
Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one 
except Jews. 20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and 
Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, 
preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with 
them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord.
1 Corinthians 2:4–5 (ESV) — 4 and my speech and my message 
were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of 
men but in the power of God.

Faith comes through a personal encounter with Jesus Christ
Jn 9:35–38; Jn 20:26–28

John 9:35–38 (ESV) — 35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and 
having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He 
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answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to 
him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” 38 He said, 
“Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.
John 20:26–28 (ESV) — 26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside 
again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out 
your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”

Faith comes through witnessing miracles
Jn 14:11

John 14:11 (ESV) — 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works 
themselves.

See also Jn 2:11 the miracle at the wedding feast ; Jn 4:53 Jesus 
Christ heals an official’s son.

John 2:11 (ESV) — 11 This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at 
Cana in Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples 
believed in him.
John 4:53 (ESV) — 53 The father knew that was the hour when 
Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” And he himself 
believed, and all his household.

The raising of Lazarus:
Jn 11:45; Jn 12:11

John 11:45 (ESV) — 45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had 
come with Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him,
John 12:11 (ESV) — 11 because on account of him many of the 
Jews were going away and believing in Jesus.

Ac 9:42 the raising of Tabitha
Acts 9:42 (ESV) — 42 And it became known throughout all 
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.

Faith based on knowledge of God
Knowledge of God’s faithfulness leads to faith

Ps 46:1–3; La 3:19–24; Na 1:7; Ac 2:25–26
Psalm 46:1–3 (ESV) — 1 God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we will not fear though the earth 
gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
3 though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at 
its swelling. Selah
Lamentations 3:19–24 (ESV) — 19 Remember my affliction and my 
wanderings, the wormwood and the gall! 20 My soul continually 
remembers it and is bowed down within me. 21 But this I call to mind, 
and therefore I have hope: 22 The steadfast love of the Lord never 
ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 23 they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness. 24 “The Lord is my portion,” says 
my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.”
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Nahum 1:7 (ESV) — 7 The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of 
trouble; he knows those who take refuge in him.
Acts 2:25–26 (ESV) — 25 For David says concerning him, “ ‘I saw 
the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand that I may not 
be shaken; 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
my flesh also will dwell in hope.

Knowledge of God’s achievements leads to faith
Dt 3:21–22; 1 Sa 17:34–37; Je 14:22

Deuteronomy 3:21–22 (ESV) — 21 And I commanded Joshua at that 
time, ‘Your eyes have seen all that the Lord your God has done to 
these two kings. So will the Lord do to all the kingdoms into which you 
are crossing. 22 You shall not fear them, for it is the Lord your God 
who fights for you.’
1 Samuel 17:34–37 (ESV) — 34 But David said to Saul, “Your 
servant used to keep sheep for his father. And when there came a 
lion, or a bear, and took a lamb from the flock, 35 I went after him and 
struck him and delivered it out of his mouth. And if he arose against 
me, I caught him by his beard and struck him and killed him. 36 Your 
servant has struck down both lions and bears, and this uncircumcised 
Philistine shall be like one of them, for he has defied the armies of the 
living God.” 37 And David said, “The Lord who delivered me from the 
paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear will deliver me from the 
hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be 
with you!”
Jeremiah 14:22 (ESV) — 22 Are there any among the false gods of 
the nations that can bring rain? Or can the heavens give showers? 
Are you not he, O Lord our God? We set our hope on you, for you do 
all these things.

Assurance 

Assurance and life of faith 
Synopsis
The completeness of conviction and confidence expressed in the life of the believer, 
worked by the Holy Spirit. It derives from a reliance upon God and his promises alone, 
and results in boldness and steadfastness in service and in the face of difficulties.

Assurance and faith
Dt 9:3; Heb 10:22

Deuteronomy 9:3 (ESV) — 3 Know therefore today that he who goes 
over before you as a consuming fire is the Lord your God. He will destroy 
them and subdue them before you. So you shall drive them out and make 
them perish quickly, as the Lord has promised you.
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Hebrews 10:22 (ESV) — 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 
and our bodies washed with pure water.

See also Dt 1:21 ; Jos 1:9 ; 2 Ch 20:17 ; Jn 17:8 ; Heb 11:1 ; Heb 12:5
Deuteronomy 1:21 (ESV) — 21 See, the Lord your God has set the land 
before you. Go up, take possession, as the Lord, the God of your fathers, 
has told you. Do not fear or be dismayed.’
Joshua 1:9 (ESV) — 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you go.”
2 Chronicles 20:17 (ESV) — 17 You will not need to fight in this battle. 
Stand firm, hold your position, and see the salvation of the Lord on your 
behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem.’ Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed. 
Tomorrow go out against them, and the Lord will be with you.”
John 17:8 (ESV) — 8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, 
and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came 
from you; and they have believed that you sent me.
Hebrews 11:1 (ESV) — 1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.
Hebrews 12:5 (ESV) — 5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that 
addresses you as sons? “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the 
Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him.

Assurance and hope
Heb 6:11

Hebrews 6:11 (ESV) — 11 And we desire each one of you to show the 
same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end,

See also Pr 23:18 ; Heb 6:19
Proverbs 23:18 (ESV) — 18 Surely there is a future, and your hope will 
not be cut off.
Hebrews 6:19 (ESV) — 19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor 
of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain,

Assurance expressed by believers
Assurance in adversity

Heb 13:6
Hebrews 13:6 (ESV) — 6 So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my 
helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?”

See also Ps 118:6–7 ; Ps 3:6 ; Ps 27:3–5 ; Ps 46:1–3 ; Ps 71:5–6 ; Ps 
73:26 ; Ro 8:38–39 ; 2 Co 4:16

Psalm 118:6–7 (ESV) — 6 The Lord is on my side; I will not fear. 
What can man do to me? 7 The Lord is on my side as my helper; I 
shall look in triumph on those who hate me.
Psalm 3:6 (ESV) — 6 I will not be afraid of many thousands of people 
who have set themselves against me all around.
Psalm 27:3–5 (ESV) — 3 Though an army encamp against me, my 
heart shall not fear; though war arise against me, yet I will be 
confident. 4 One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 
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that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple. 5 For 
he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me 
under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock.
Psalm 46:1–3 (ESV) — 1 God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we will not fear though the earth 
gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
3 though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at 
its swelling. Selah
Psalm 71:5–6 (ESV) — 5 For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O 
Lord, from my youth. 6 Upon you I have leaned from before my birth; 
you are he who took me from my mother’s womb. My praise is 
continually of you.
Psalm 73:26 (ESV) — 26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is 
the strength of my heart and my portion forever.
Romans 8:38–39 (ESV) — 38 For I am sure that neither death nor 
life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
2 Corinthians 4:16 (ESV) — 16 So we do not lose heart. Though our 
outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day.

Assurance of God’s promises
Jos 23:14

Joshua 23:14 (ESV) — 14 “And now I am about to go the way of all 
the earth, and you know in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not 
one word has failed of all the good things that the Lord your God 
promised concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not one of 
them has failed.

See also 1 Ki 8:56 ; Ro 4:20–21 ; 2 Co 1:20
1 Kings 8:56 (ESV) — 56 “Blessed be the Lord who has given rest to 
his people Israel, according to all that he promised. Not one word has 
failed of all his good promise, which he spoke by Moses his servant.
Romans 4:20–21 (ESV) — 20 No unbelief made him waver 
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he 
gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to do what 
he had promised.
2 Corinthians 1:20 (ESV) — 20 For all the promises of God find their 
Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to 
God for his glory.

Assurance in ministry
Ro 1:16; 1 Ti 3:13

Romans 1:16 (ESV) — 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it 
is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek.
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1 Timothy 3:13 (ESV) — 13 For those who serve well as deacons 
gain a good standing for themselves and also great confidence in the 
faith that is in Christ Jesus.

See also 2 Co 3:4 ; 2 Co 4:1 ; 2 Co 5:14 ; 1 Th 1:5 ; 2 Pe 1:12
2 Corinthians 3:4 (ESV) — 4 Such is the confidence that we have 
through Christ toward God.
2 Corinthians 4:1 (ESV) — 1 Therefore, having this ministry by the 
mercy of God, we do not lose heart.
2 Corinthians 5:14 (ESV) — 14 For the love of Christ controls us, 
because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore 
all have died;
1 Thessalonians 1:5 (ESV) — 5 because our gospel came to you not 
only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you 
for your sake.
2 Peter 1:12 (ESV) — 12 Therefore I intend always to remind you of 
these qualities, though you know them and are established in the 
truth that you have.

Assurance in prayer
1 Jn 5:14

1 John 5:14 (ESV) — 14 And this is the confidence that we have 
toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us.

See also 1 Jn 3:21–22
1 John 3:21–22 (ESV) — 21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn 
us, we have confidence before God; 22 and whatever we ask we 
receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what 
pleases him.

Assurance of God’s will
Ro 14:5

Romans 14:5 (ESV) — 5 One person esteems one day as better 
than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should 
be fully convinced in his own mind.

See also Ro 14:14 ; Ro 14:23 ; 1 Co 8:9–11
Romans 14:14 (ESV) — 14 I know and am persuaded in the Lord 
Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is unclean for anyone who 
thinks it unclean.
Romans 14:23 (ESV) — 23 But whoever has doubts is condemned if 
he eats, because the eating is not from faith. For whatever does not 
proceed from faith is sin.
1 Corinthians 8:9–11 (ESV) — 9 But take care that this right of yours 
does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if 
anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will 
he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered 
to idols? 11 And so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, 
the brother for whom Christ died.

Assurance may be strengthened
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Examples of believers asking for assurance
Ge 15:8 Abraham; Ex 33:16 Moses; Jdg 6:17 Gideon; Lk 1:18 Zechariah

Genesis 15:8 (ESV) — 8 But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know 
that I shall possess it?”
Exodus 33:16 (ESV) — 16 For how shall it be known that I have 
found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going 
with us, so that we are distinct, I and your people, from every other 
people on the face of the earth?”
Judges 6:17 (ESV) — 17 And he said to him, “If now I have found 
favor in your eyes, then show me a sign that it is you who speak with 
me.
Luke 1:18 (ESV) — 18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I 
know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.”

Assurance through understanding
Col 2:2

Colossians 2:2 (ESV) — 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, 
being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of 
understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery, which is Christ,

Assurance through waiting on God
Ps 46:10

Psalm 46:10 (ESV) — 10 “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be 
exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”

See also Ps 27:14 ; Ps 33:20 ; Is 30:15 ; Is 32:17–18 The revelation of 
God’s righteousness among his people results in true peace.

Psalm 27:14 (ESV) — 14 Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your 
heart take courage; wait for the Lord!
Psalm 33:20 (ESV) — 20 Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help 
and our shield.
Isaiah 30:15 (ESV) — 15 For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of 
Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in 
trust shall be your strength.” But you were unwilling,
Isaiah 32:17–18 (ESV) — 17 And the effect of righteousness will be 
peace, and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust forever. 18 
My people will abide in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and 
in quiet resting places.

Assurance strengthened by others
2 Ch 32:6–8 by example; 2 Ti 3:14 through teaching; Col 4:12 through 
prayer; 1 Th 3:2–3 through encouragement amidst trials

2 Chronicles 32:6–8 (ESV) — 6 And he set combat commanders 
over the people and gathered them together to him in the square at 
the gate of the city and spoke encouragingly to them, saying, 7 “Be 
strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or dismayed before the king 
of Assyria and all the horde that is with him, for there are more with us 
than with him. 8 With him is an arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord 
our God, to help us and to fight our battles.” And the people took 
confidence from the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.
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2 Timothy 3:14 (ESV) — 14 But as for you, continue in what you 
have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you 
learned it
Colossians 4:12 (ESV) — 12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant 
of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling on your behalf in his 
prayers, that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of 
God.
1 Thessalonians 3:2–3 (ESV) — 2 and we sent Timothy, our brother 
and God’s coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort 
you in your faith, 3 that no one be moved by these afflictions. For you 
yourselves know that we are destined for this.

False teaching weakens assurance
2 Th 2:2; 2 Ti 2:18

2 Thessalonians 2:2 (ESV) — 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or 
alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be 
from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.
2 Timothy 2:18 (ESV) — 18 who have swerved from the truth, saying 
that the resurrection has already happened. They are upsetting the 
faith of some.

The delusion of false assurance 
The danger of self-assurance

Lk 18:9–14; 2 Co 10:12; Php 3:3–4
Luke 18:9–14 (ESV) — 9 He also told this parable to some who 
trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others 
with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by 
himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast 
twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, 
standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his 
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this 
man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who 
humbles himself will be exalted.”
2 Corinthians 10:12 (ESV) — 12 Not that we dare to classify or 
compare ourselves with some of those who are commending 
themselves. But when they measure themselves by one another and 
compare themselves with one another, they are without 
understanding.
Philippians 3:3–4 (ESV) — 3 For we are the circumcision, who 
worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no 
confidence in the flesh— 4 though I myself have reason for 
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confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for 
confidence in the flesh, I have more:

Such assurance proved false by conduct
1 Jn 1:6

1 John 1:6 (ESV) — 6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we 
walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.

See also 1 Jn 2:9–11 ; 1 Jn 3:6 ; 1 Jn 4:20 ; 2 Jn 9 ; 3 Jn 11
1 John 2:9–11 (ESV) — 9 Whoever says he is in the light and hates 
his brother is still in darkness. 10 Whoever loves his brother abides in 
the light, and in him there is no cause for stumbling. 11 But whoever 
hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and 
does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded 
his eyes.
1 John 3:6 (ESV) — 6 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; 
no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him.
1 John 4:20 (ESV) — 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his 
brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.
2 John 9 (ESV) — 9 Everyone who goes on ahead and does not 
abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God. Whoever abides 
in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.
3 John 11 (ESV) — 11 Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. 
Whoever does good is from God; whoever does evil has not seen 
God.

Nature of assurance 
Synopsis
The God-given security which believers have in the blessings of divine grace. Believers 
are assured of the unfailing love of God and of their relationship with him as Father, the 
salvation and eternal life which he offers and the sure hope of one day sharing his glory.

Assurance of a relationship with God
Assurance of God’s unfailing love

Ps 13:5
Psalm 13:5 (ESV) — 5 But I have trusted in your steadfast love; my 
heart shall rejoice in your salvation.

See also Ex 15:13 ; Ps 51:1 ; Ps 130:7–8 ; Is 54:10 ; Jn 13:1 ; 1 Jn 4:9
Exodus 15:13 (ESV) — 13 “You have led in your steadfast love the 
people whom you have redeemed; you have guided them by your 
strength to your holy abode.
Psalm 51:1 (ESV) — 1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 
steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions.
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Psalm 130:7–8 (ESV) — 7 O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the 
Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful redemption. 8 
And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.
Isaiah 54:10 (ESV) — 10 For the mountains may depart and the hills 
be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my 
covenant of peace shall not be removed,” says the Lord, who has 
compassion on you.
John 13:1 (ESV) — 1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when 
Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the 
Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end.
1 John 4:9 (ESV) — 9 In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might 
live through him.

Assurance of acceptance by God
Ac 15:8; Ro 5:1; Ro 14:3; Ro 15:7

Acts 15:8 (ESV) — 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to 
them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us,
Romans 5:1 (ESV) — 1 Therefore, since we have been justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Romans 14:3 (ESV) — 3 Let not the one who eats despise the one 
who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the 
one who eats, for God has welcomed him.
Romans 15:7 (ESV) — 7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ 
has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

Assurance of adoption as God’s children
1 Jn 3:1–3

1 John 3:1–3 (ESV) — 1 See what kind of love the Father has given 
to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The 
reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 
Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes 
in him purifies himself as he is pure.

See also Jn 1:12–13 ; Ro 8:14–17 ; Ga 4:6 ; Jas 1:18 ; 1 Jn 4:7 ; 1 Jn 5:1
John 1:12–13 (ESV) — 12 But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God.
Romans 8:14–17 (ESV) — 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God 
are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall 
back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, 
by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer 
with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
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Galatians 4:6 (ESV) — 6 And because you are sons, God has sent 
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”
James 1:18 (ESV) — 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the 
word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
1 John 4:7 (ESV) — 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is 
from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.
1 John 5:1 (ESV) — 1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ 
has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves 
whoever has been born of him.

Assurance of God’s presence
Dt 31:8

Deuteronomy 31:8 (ESV) — 8 It is the Lord who goes before you. He 
will be with you; he will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be 
dismayed.”

See also Ge 28:15 ; Jos 3:7 ; Is 41:10 ; Je 1:8 ; Mt 28:20 ; Jn 14:18 ; Ac 
18:10

Genesis 28:15 (ESV) — 15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you 
wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will not 
leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”
Joshua 3:7 (ESV) — 7 The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to 
exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was 
with Moses, so I will be with you.
Isaiah 41:10 (ESV) — 10 fear not, for I am with you; be not 
dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I 
will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
Jeremiah 1:8 (ESV) — 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you 
to deliver you, declares the Lord.”
Matthew 28:20 (ESV) — 20 teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.”
John 14:18 (ESV) — 18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come 
to you.
Acts 18:10 (ESV) — 10 for I am with you, and no one will attack you 
to harm you, for I have many in this city who are my people.”

Assurance of access to God
Eph 3:12

Ephesians 3:12 (ESV) — 12 in whom we have boldness and access 
with confidence through our faith in him.

See also Ro 5:2 ; Eph 2:8 ; Heb 4:16 ; Heb 10:19–22
Romans 5:2 (ESV) — 2 Through him we have also obtained access 
by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God.
Ephesians 2:8 (ESV) — 8 For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,
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Hebrews 4:16 (ESV) — 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to 
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need.
Hebrews 10:19–22 (ESV) — 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have 
confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the 
new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 
through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house 
of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our 
bodies washed with pure water.

Assurance of salvation
Is 12:2

Isaiah 12:2 (ESV) — 2 “Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and 
will not be afraid; for the Lord God is my strength and my song, and 
he has become my salvation.”

See also Ps 69:13
Psalm 69:13 (ESV) — 13 But as for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord. 
At an acceptable time, O God, in the abundance of your steadfast 
love answer me in your saving faithfulness.

Assurance of redemption
Job 19:25; Ps 111:9; Ro 3:24; Eph 1:14; Heb 9:12

Job 19:25 (ESV) — 25 For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the 
last he will stand upon the earth.
Psalm 111:9 (ESV) — 9 He sent redemption to his people; he has 
commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his name!
Romans 3:24 (ESV) — 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
Ephesians 1:14 (ESV) — 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance 
until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
Hebrews 9:12 (ESV) — 12 he entered once for all into the holy 
places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means 
of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.

Assurance of justification
Ro 3:26; Ro 5:16; Ro 8:33–34; 1 Co 6:11

Romans 3:26 (ESV) — 26 It was to show his righteousness at the 
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who 
has faith in Jesus.
Romans 5:16 (ESV) — 16 And the free gift is not like the result of 
that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought 
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought 
justification.
Romans 8:33–34 (ESV) — 33 Who shall bring any charge against 
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ 
Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is 
at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.

Page �24



1 Corinthians 6:11 (ESV) — 11 And such were some of you. But you 
were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Assurance of forgiveness
1 Jn 1:9

1 John 1:9 (ESV) — 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

See also 2 Ch 7:14 ; Ps 32:5 ; Ps 103:12 ; Is 43:25 ; Je 31:34 ; Je 36:3 ; 
Mic 7:18–19 ; Lk 24:47 ; Ac 2:38 ; Ac 3:19 ; Col 2:13–14

2 Chronicles 7:14 (ESV) — 14 if my people who are called by my 
name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their 
sin and heal their land.
Psalm 32:5 (ESV) — 5 I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not 
cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the 
Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah
Psalm 103:12 (ESV) — 12 as far as the east is from the west, so far 
does he remove our transgressions from us.
Isaiah 43:25 (ESV) — 25 “I, I am he who blots out your 
transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins.
Jeremiah 31:34 (ESV) — 34 And no longer shall each one teach his 
neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. 
For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”
Jeremiah 36:3 (ESV) — 3 It may be that the house of Judah will hear 
all the disaster that I intend to do to them, so that every one may turn 
from his evil way, and that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.”
Micah 7:18–19 (ESV) — 18 Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity 
and passing over transgression for the remnant of his inheritance? He 
does not retain his anger forever, because he delights in steadfast 
love. 19 He will again have compassion on us; he will tread our 
iniquities underfoot. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the 
sea.
Luke 24:47 (ESV) — 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem.
Acts 2:38 (ESV) — 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 3:19 (ESV) — 19 Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins 
may be blotted out,
Colossians 2:13–14 (ESV) — 13 And you, who were dead in your 
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive 
together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by 
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal 
demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.
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Assurance of election
Is 43:1; Eph 1:4

Isaiah 43:1 (ESV) — 1 But now thus says the Lord, he who created 
you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have 
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.
Ephesians 1:4 (ESV) — 4 even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before 
him. In love

See also Is 44:1–2 ; Ro 8:28–30 ; Ro 11:29 ; 1 Co 1:9 ; 2 Ti 1:9 ; 1 Pe 2:9–
10

Isaiah 44:1–2 (ESV) — 1 “But now hear, O Jacob my servant, Israel 
whom I have chosen! 2 Thus says the Lord who made you, who 
formed you from the womb and will help you: Fear not, O Jacob my 
servant, Jeshurun whom I have chosen.
Romans 8:28–30 (ESV) — 28 And we know that for those who love 
God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 
might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he 
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
Romans 11:29 (ESV) — 29 For the gifts and the calling of God are 
irrevocable.
1 Corinthians 1:9 (ESV) — 9 God is faithful, by whom you were 
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
2 Timothy 1:9 (ESV) — 9 who saved us and called us to a holy 
calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and 
grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began,
1 Peter 2:9–10 (ESV) — 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you 
are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy.

Assurance of preservation
2 Ti 1:12; Jud 24

2 Timothy 1:12 (ESV) — 12 which is why I suffer as I do. But I am 
not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced 
that he is able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me.
Jude 24 (ESV) — 24 Now to him who is able to keep you from 
stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his 
glory with great joy,

See also Jn 6:39 ; Ro 8:38–39 ; 2 Co 4:14 ; Php 1:6 ; Heb 7:25 ; 2 Pe 1:10
John 6:39 (ESV) — 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I 
should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the 
last day.
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Romans 8:38–39 (ESV) — 38 For I am sure that neither death nor 
life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
2 Corinthians 4:14 (ESV) — 14 knowing that he who raised the Lord 
Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his 
presence.
Philippians 1:6 (ESV) — 6 And I am sure of this, that he who began 
a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ.
Hebrews 7:25 (ESV) — 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the 
uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always 
lives to make intercession for them.
2 Peter 1:10 (ESV) — 10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent 
to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities 
you will never fall.

Assurance of eternal life
Jn 3:15–16; 1 Jn 5:11–13

John 3:15–16 (ESV) — 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal 
life. 16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
1 John 5:11–13 (ESV) — 11 And this is the testimony, that God gave us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; 
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 I write these 
things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may 
know that you have eternal life.

See also Mt 19:29 ; Jn 5:24 ; Jn 6:40 ; Jn 11:25–26 ; Jn 17:2 ; 1 Jn 1:2 ; 1 Jn 
5:20

Matthew 19:29 (ESV) — 29 And everyone who has left houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name’s 
sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life.
John 5:24 (ESV) — 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word 
and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into 
judgment, but has passed from death to life.
John 6:40 (ESV) — 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who 
looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will 
raise him up on the last day.”
John 11:25–26 (ESV) — 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and 
everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe 
this?”
John 17:2 (ESV) — 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to 
give eternal life to all whom you have given him.
1 John 1:2 (ESV) — 2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, 
and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the 
Father and was made manifest to us—
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1 John 5:20 (ESV) — 20 And we know that the Son of God has come and 
has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true; and we 
are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and 
eternal life.

Assurance of a future hope
Assurance of confidence at Jesus Christ’s return

Mt 24:30–31; 1 Th 4:13–17
Matthew 24:30–31 (ESV) — 30 Then will appear in heaven the sign 
of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and 
they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory. 31 And he will send out his angels with a loud 
trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from 
one end of heaven to the other.
1 Thessalonians 4:13–17 (ESV) — 13 But we do not want you to be 
uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 
with him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you 
by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the 
coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 
For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who 
are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the 
Lord.

Assurance on the day of judgment
1 Co 1:8; 1 Th 3:13; 1 Jn 4:17

1 Corinthians 1:8 (ESV) — 8 who will sustain you to the end, 
guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Thessalonians 3:13 (ESV) — 13 so that he may establish your 
hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
1 John 4:17 (ESV) — 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we 
may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so 
also are we in this world.

Assurance in the hope of resurrection
Jn 6:40; 1 Co 15:42–44; Php 3:21

John 6:40 (ESV) — 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone 
who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, 
and I will raise him up on the last day.”
1 Corinthians 15:42–44 (ESV) — 42 So is it with the resurrection of 
the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 
43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it 
is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual 
body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.
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Philippians 3:21 (ESV) — 21 who will transform our lowly body to be 
like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject 
all things to himself.

Assurance in the hope of glory
Ro 8:18

Romans 8:18 (ESV) — 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us.

See also Ro 5:2 ; Col 3:4 ; 1 Th 2:12 ; 1 Pe 5:10 ; Re 5:10
Romans 5:2 (ESV) — 2 Through him we have also obtained access 
by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God.
Colossians 3:4 (ESV) — 4 When Christ who is your life appears, 
then you also will appear with him in glory.
1 Thessalonians 2:12 (ESV) — 12 we exhorted each one of you and 
encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, 
who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.
1 Peter 5:10 (ESV) — 10 And after you have suffered a little while, 
the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 
will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.
Revelation 5:10 (ESV) — 10 and you have made them a kingdom 
and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.”

Assurance in the hope of an eternal inheritance
Ro 8:17

Romans 8:17 (ESV) — 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God 
and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that 
we may also be glorified with him.

See also Mt 25:34 ; Ga 4:7 ; Heb 9:15 ; 1 Pe 1:3–5
Matthew 25:34 (ESV) — 34 Then the King will say to those on his 
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
Galatians 4:7 (ESV) — 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, 
and if a son, then an heir through God.
Hebrews 9:15 (ESV) — 15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new 
covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised 
eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them 
from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.
1 Peter 1:3–5 (ESV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be 
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time.

Assurance in the hope of an eternal reward
Mt 5:12; 2 Ti 4:7–8; Jas 1:12
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Matthew 5:12 (ESV) — 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.
2 Timothy 4:7–8 (ESV) — 7 I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up 
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all 
who have loved his appearing.
James 1:12 (ESV) — 12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast 
under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of 
life, which God has promised to those who love him.

HOPE 

Hope as confidence 
Synopsis
Hope means more than a vague wish that something will happen. It is a 
sure and confident expectation in God’s future faithfulness and presence. 
The horizon of Christian hope extends beyond death into an eternity 
prepared by God himself, the reality of which is guaranteed by Jesus 
Christ.

God and Jesus Christ are the hope of believers
Ps 71:5; 1 Ti 1:1

Psalm 71:5 (ESV) — 5 For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, 
O Lord, from my youth.
1 Timothy 1:1 (ESV) — 1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by 
command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope,

See also Je 14:8 ; Je 17:13 ; Mt 12:21 ; Is 42:4 ; Ac 28:20 ; Ro 
15:12–13 ; Is 11:10 ; 1 Ti 4:10 ; 1 Pe 1:21

Jeremiah 14:8 (ESV) — 8 O you hope of Israel, its savior in 
time of trouble, why should you be like a stranger in the land, 
like a traveler who turns aside to tarry for a night?
Jeremiah 17:13 (ESV) — 13 O Lord, the hope of Israel, all who 
forsake you shall be put to shame; those who turn away from 
you shall be written in the earth, for they have forsaken the 
Lord, the fountain of living water.
Matthew 12:21 (ESV) — 21 and in his name the Gentiles will 
hope.”
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Isaiah 42:4 (ESV) — 4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged 
till he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands 
wait for his law.
Acts 28:20 (ESV) — 20 For this reason, therefore, I have 
asked to see you and speak with you, since it is because of the 
hope of Israel that I am wearing this chain.”
Romans 15:12–13 (ESV) — 12 And again Isaiah says, “The 
root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him will the Gentiles hope.” 13 May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
Isaiah 11:10 (ESV) — 10 In that day the root of Jesse, who 
shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations 
inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.
1 Timothy 4:10 (ESV) — 10 For to this end we toil and strive, 
because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the 
Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.
1 Peter 1:21 (ESV) — 21 who through him are believers in 
God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that 
your faith and hope are in God.

The hope of resurrection and eternal life 
Ac 23:6 The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection whereas 
the Pharisees did; Tt 1:2

Acts 23:6 (ESV) — 6 Now when Paul perceived that one part 
were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the 
council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is 
with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I 
am on trial.”
Titus 1:2 (ESV) — 2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who 
never lies, promised before the ages began

See also Ac 2:26–27 ; Ps 16:9 ; Ac 24:15 ; Ro 8:24 ; 1 Co 15:19 ; Tt 
3:7 ; Heb 6:11 ; Heb 7:19 ; 1 Pe 1:3

Acts 2:26–27 (ESV) — 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my 
tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. 27 For you will 
not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see 
corruption.
Psalm 16:9 (ESV) — 9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my 
whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure.
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Acts 24:15 (ESV) — 15 having a hope in God, which these 
men themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of both 
the just and the unjust.
Romans 8:24 (ESV) — 24 For in this hope we were saved. 
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he 
sees?
1 Corinthians 15:19 (ESV) — 19 If in Christ we have hope in 
this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.
Titus 3:7 (ESV) — 7 so that being justified by his grace we 
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Hebrews 6:11 (ESV) — 11 And we desire each one of you to 
show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope 
until the end,
Hebrews 7:19 (ESV) — 19 (for the law made nothing perfect); 
but on the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through 
which we draw near to God.
1 Peter 1:3 (ESV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused 
us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead,

The hope of future glory 
Ro 5:2; Col 1:27; Tt 2:13

Romans 5:2 (ESV) — 2 Through him we have also obtained 
access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
Colossians 1:27 (ESV) — 27 To them God chose to make 
known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory 
of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Titus 2:13 (ESV) — 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ,

See also Ro 8:18–21 ; 2 Co 3:10–12 ; Ga 5:5 ; Eph 1:12 ; Eph 
1:18 ; 1 Th 2:19 ; 1 Th 5:8 ; 2 Ti 4:8

Romans 8:18–21 (ESV) — 18 For I consider that the sufferings 
of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that 
is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation 
was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 
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subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free 
from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God.
2 Corinthians 3:10–12 (ESV) — 10 Indeed, in this case, what 
once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the 
glory that surpasses it. 11 For if what was being brought to an 
end came with glory, much more will what is permanent have 
glory. 12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold,
Galatians 5:5 (ESV) — 5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we 
ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness.
Ephesians 1:12 (ESV) — 12 so that we who were the first to 
hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.
Ephesians 1:18 (ESV) — 18 having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he 
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in 
the saints,
1 Thessalonians 2:19 (ESV) — 19 For what is our hope or joy 
or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it 
not you?
1 Thessalonians 5:8 (ESV) — 8 But since we belong to the 
day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.
2 Timothy 4:8 (ESV) — 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all 
who have loved his appearing.

Hope is a Christian virtue 
Ro 5:3–4; 1 Co 13:13

Romans 5:3–4 (ESV) — 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our 
sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope,
1 Corinthians 13:13 (ESV) — 13 So now faith, hope, and love 
abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

See also Ro 12:12 ; Ro 15:13 ; 1 Co 13:7 ; Eph 4:4 ; Col 1:23 ; Heb 
3:6 ; 1 Pe 3:15

Romans 12:12 (ESV) — 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
tribulation, be constant in prayer.
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Romans 15:13 (ESV) — 13 May the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy 
Spirit you may abound in hope.
1 Corinthians 13:7 (ESV) — 7 Love bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Ephesians 4:4 (ESV) — 4 There is one body and one Spirit—
just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call
—
Colossians 1:23 (ESV) — 23 if indeed you continue in the 
faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the 
gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all 
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.
Hebrews 3:6 (ESV) — 6 but Christ is faithful over God’s house 
as a son. And we are his house if indeed we hold fast our 
confidence and our boasting in our hope.
1 Peter 3:15 (ESV) — 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the 
Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and respect,

The effect of future hope on living now 
Col 1:4–5

Colossians 1:4–5 (ESV) — 4 since we heard of your faith in 
Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 
because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have 
heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel,

See also Ro 8:22–23 Hope induces a longing for what will be when 
Jesus Christ returns ; 1 Th 1:3 ; 1 Th 5:8 ; Heb 6:19 ; 1 Pe 1:13 ; 1 
Jn 3:1–3

Romans 8:22–23 (ESV) — 22 For we know that the whole 
creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth 
until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 
eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.
1 Thessalonians 1:3 (ESV) — 3 remembering before our God 
and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
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1 Thessalonians 5:8 (ESV) — 8 But since we belong to the 
day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.
Hebrews 6:19 (ESV) — 19 We have this as a sure and 
steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner 
place behind the curtain,
1 Peter 1:13 (ESV) — 13 Therefore, preparing your minds for 
action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the 
grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.
1 John 3:1–3 (ESV) — 1 See what kind of love the Father has 
given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so 
we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it 
did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and 
what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when 
he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as 
he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as 
he is pure.

Page �35



Hope, results of its absence 
Synopsis
An absence of hope leads to a loss of vision, a sense of despondency and 
ultimately to despair. This contrasts sharply with the Christian hope.

Feelings produced by a lack of hope
Despair

Job 17:13–15; Pr 13:12; 1 Ch 29:15
Job 17:13–15 (ESV) — 13 If I hope for Sheol as my house, 
if I make my bed in darkness, 14 if I say to the pit, ‘You are 
my father,’ and to the worm, ‘My mother,’ or ‘My sister,’ 15 
where then is my hope? Who will see my hope?
Proverbs 13:12 (ESV) — 12 Hope deferred makes the 
heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life.
1 Chronicles 29:15 (ESV) — 15 For we are strangers 
before you and sojourners, as all our fathers were. Our 
days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no 
abiding.

See also Job 6:11 ; Job 7:6 ; Ps 88:15–18 ; Ec 2:17 ; Is 19:9 ; Is 
38:18 ; 2 Co 1:8

Job 6:11 (ESV) — 11 What is my strength, that I should 
wait? And what is my end, that I should be patient?
Job 7:6 (ESV) — 6 My days are swifter than a weaver’s 
shuttle and come to their end without hope.
Psalm 88:15–18 (ESV) — 15 Afflicted and close to death 
from my youth up, I suffer your terrors; I am helpless. 16 
Your wrath has swept over me; your dreadful assaults 
destroy me. 17 They surround me like a flood all day long; 
they close in on me together. 18 You have caused my 
beloved and my friend to shun me; my companions have 
become darkness.
Ecclesiastes 2:17 (ESV) — 17 So I hated life, because 
what is done under the sun was grievous to me, for all is 
vanity and a striving after wind.
Isaiah 19:9 (ESV) — 9 The workers in combed flax will be 
in despair, and the weavers of white cotton.
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Isaiah 38:18 (ESV) — 18 For Sheol does not thank you; 
death does not praise you; those who go down to the pit do 
not hope for your faithfulness.
2 Corinthians 1:8 (ESV) — 8 For we do not want you to be 
unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. 
For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that 
we despaired of life itself.

A sense of being abandoned by God 
Ps 22:1–2

Psalm 22:1–2 (ESV) — 1 My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, from the 
words of my groaning? 2 O my God, I cry by day, but you 
do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest.

See also La 3:18 ; Eze 37:11
Lamentations 3:18 (ESV) — 18 so I say, “My endurance 
has perished; so has my hope from the Lord.”
Ezekiel 37:11 (ESV) — 11 Then he said to me, “Son of 
man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, 
they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 
are indeed cut off.’

A deep longing for life to end 
1 Ki 19:4; Job 3:20–21; Ec 4:1–2

1 Kings 19:4 (ESV) — 4 But he himself went a day’s 
journey into the wilderness and came and sat down under a 
broom tree. And he asked that he might die, saying, “It is 
enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better 
than my fathers.”
Job 3:20–21 (ESV) — 20 “Why is light given to him who is 
in misery, and life to the bitter in soul, 21 who long for 
death, but it comes not, and dig for it more than for hidden 
treasures,
Ecclesiastes 4:1–2 (ESV) — 1 Again I saw all the 
oppressions that are done under the sun. And behold, the 
tears of the oppressed, and they had no one to comfort 
them! On the side of their oppressors there was power, and 
there was no one to comfort them. 2 And I thought the dead 
who are already dead more fortunate than the living who 
are still alive.
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See also Ge 27:46 ; Nu 11:15 ; Job 7:13–15 ; Je 8:3 ; Jon 4:3 ; 
Jon 4:8 ; Re 9:6

Genesis 27:46 (ESV) — 46 Then Rebekah said to Isaac, “I 
loathe my life because of the Hittite women. If Jacob 
marries one of the Hittite women like these, one of the 
women of the land, what good will my life be to me?”
Numbers 11:15 (ESV) — 15 If you will treat me like this, kill 
me at once, if I find favor in your sight, that I may not see 
my wretchedness.”
Job 7:13–15 (ESV) — 13 When I say, ‘My bed will comfort 
me, my couch will ease my complaint,’ 14 then you scare 
me with dreams and terrify me with visions, 15 so that I 
would choose strangling and death rather than my bones.
Jeremiah 8:3 (ESV) — 3 Death shall be preferred to life by 
all the remnant that remains of this evil family in all the 
places where I have driven them, declares the Lord of 
hosts.
Jonah 4:3 (ESV) — 3 Therefore now, O Lord, please take 
my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.”
Jonah 4:8 (ESV) — 8 When the sun rose, God appointed a 
scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of 
Jonah so that he was faint. And he asked that he might die 
and said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”
Revelation 9:6 (ESV) — 6 And in those days people will 
seek death and will not find it. They will long to die, but 
death will flee from them.

The outcome of a lack of hope
The choice of trusting in God or futile self-effort 

Ro 4:18
Romans 4:18 (ESV) — 18 In hope he believed against 
hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as 
he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.”

See also Jon 1:13–14 ; Je 18:11–12 ; Ac 27:20
Jonah 1:13–14 (ESV) — 13 Nevertheless, the men rowed 
hard to get back to dry land, but they could not, for the sea 
grew more and more tempestuous against them. 14 
Therefore they called out to the Lord, “O Lord, let us not 
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perish for this man’s life, and lay not on us innocent blood, 
for you, O Lord, have done as it pleased you.”
Jeremiah 18:11–12 (ESV) — 11 Now, therefore, say to the 
men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: ‘Thus says 
the Lord, Behold, I am shaping disaster against you and 
devising a plan against you. Return, every one from his evil 
way, and amend your ways and your deeds.’ 12 “But they 
say, ‘That is in vain! We will follow our own plans, and will 
every one act according to the stubbornness of his evil 
heart.’
Acts 27:20 (ESV) — 20 When neither sun nor stars 
appeared for many days, and no small tempest lay on us, 
all hope of our being saved was at last abandoned.

Suicide
Mt 27:5

Matthew 27:5 (ESV) — 5 And throwing down the pieces of 
silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and 
hanged himself.

See also 1 Sa 31:4 ; 2 Sa 17:23 ; 1 Ki 16:18
1 Samuel 31:4 (ESV) — 4 Then Saul said to his armor-
bearer, “Draw your sword, and thrust me through with it, lest 
these uncircumcised come and thrust me through, and 
mistreat me.” But his armor-bearer would not, for he feared 
greatly. Therefore Saul took his own sword and fell upon it.
2 Samuel 17:23 (ESV) — 23 When Ahithophel saw that his 
counsel was not followed, he saddled his donkey and went 
off home to his own city. He set his house in order and 
hanged himself, and he died and was buried in the tomb of 
his father.
1 Kings 16:18 (ESV) — 18 And when Zimri saw that the 
city was taken, he went into the citadel of the king’s house 
and burned the king’s house over him with fire and died,
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Hope in God 
Synopsis
A total grounding of one’s confidence and expectation in God’s goodness 
and providential care even in the face of trouble.

Hope in God is commanded 
Ps 131:3; 1 Ti 6:17

Psalm 131:3 (ESV) — 3 O Israel, hope in the Lord from this 
time forth and forevermore.
1 Timothy 6:17 (ESV) — 17 As for the rich in this present age, 
charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy.

See also Ps 31:24 ; Ps 130:7 ; Ro 12:12 ; Heb 10:23
Psalm 31:24 (ESV) — 24 Be strong, and let your heart take 
courage, all you who wait for the Lord!
Psalm 130:7 (ESV) — 7 O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the 
Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful 
redemption.
Romans 12:12 (ESV) — 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
tribulation, be constant in prayer.
Hebrews 10:23 (ESV) — 23 Let us hold fast the confession of 
our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.

Hope can be placed in Scripture as the word of God 
Ps 119:74

Psalm 119:74 (ESV) — 74 Those who fear you shall see me 
and rejoice, because I have hoped in your word.

See also Ps 119:43 ; Ps 119:49 ; Ps 119:81 ; Ps 119:114 ; Ps 
119:147 ; Ps 130:5 ; Is 42:4 ; Ac 26:6 ; Ro 15:4 ; Col 1:5

Psalm 119:43 (ESV) — 43 And take not the word of truth utterly 
out of my mouth, for my hope is in your rules.
Psalm 119:49 (ESV) — 49 Remember your word to your 
servant, in which you have made me hope.
Psalm 119:81 (ESV) — 81 My soul longs for your salvation; I 
hope in your word.
Psalm 119:114 (ESV) — 114 You are my hiding place and my 
shield; I hope in your word.
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Psalm 119:147 (ESV) — 147 I rise before dawn and cry for 
help; I hope in your words.
Psalm 130:5 (ESV) — 5 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and 
in his word I hope;
Isaiah 42:4 (ESV) — 4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged 
till he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands 
wait for his law.
Acts 26:6 (ESV) — 6 And now I stand here on trial because of 
my hope in the promise made by God to our fathers,
Romans 15:4 (ESV) — 4 For whatever was written in former 
days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and 
through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 
hope.
Colossians 1:5 (ESV) — 5 because of the hope laid up for you 
in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of the 
truth, the gospel,

Hope can be placed in God in the face of difficulty or trial 
Ps 42:5; 2 Co 1:10

Psalm 42:5 (ESV) — 5 Why are you cast down, O my soul, and 
why are you in turmoil within me? Hope in God; for I shall again 
praise him, my salvation
2 Corinthians 1:10 (ESV) — 10 He delivered us from such a 
deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our 
hope that he will deliver us again.

See also Ezr 10:2 ; Job 5:16 ; Job 13:15 ; Ps 9:18 ; Ps 25:19–21 ; 
Ps 119:116 ; Je 14:19 ; 1 Ti 5:5

Ezra 10:2 (ESV) — 2 And Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, of the 
sons of Elam, addressed Ezra: “We have broken faith with our 
God and have married foreign women from the peoples of the 
land, but even now there is hope for Israel in spite of this.
Job 5:16 (ESV) — 16 So the poor have hope, and injustice 
shuts her mouth.
Job 13:15 (ESV) — 15 Though he slay me, I will hope in him; 
yet I will argue my ways to his face.
Psalm 9:18 (ESV) — 18 For the needy shall not always be 
forgotten, and the hope of the poor shall not perish forever.
Psalm 25:19–21 (ESV) — 19 Consider how many are my foes, 
and with what violent hatred they hate me. 20 Oh, guard my 
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soul, and deliver me! Let me not be put to shame, for I take 
refuge in you. 21 May integrity and uprightness preserve me, 
for I wait for you.
Psalm 119:116 (ESV) — 116 Uphold me according to your 
promise, that I may live, and let me not be put to shame in my 
hope!
Jeremiah 14:19 (ESV) — 19 Have you utterly rejected Judah? 
Does your soul loathe Zion? Why have you struck us down so 
that there is no healing for us? We looked for peace, but no 
good came; for a time of healing, but behold, terror.
1 Timothy 5:5 (ESV) — 5 She who is truly a widow, left all 
alone, has set her hope on God and continues in supplications 
and prayers night and day,

The outcome of hoping in God
It brings security and confidence 

Ps 146:5
Psalm 146:5 (ESV) — 5 Blessed is he whose help is the 
God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his God,

See also Job 11:18 ; Ps 25:3 There is no shame for those who 
hope in the Lord ; Ps 33:17–18 ; Ps 33:20–22 The Lord helps 
and protects those who hope in him ; Ps 39:7 ; Ps 52:9 ; Ps 
71:5 ; Ps 147:11 ; Je 14:22 ; La 3:21–22 ; Ac 24:15 ; Ro 15:12 ; 
1 Ti 4:10

Job 11:18 (ESV) — 18 And you will feel secure, because 
there is hope; you will look around and take your rest in 
security.
Psalm 25:3 (ESV) — 3 Indeed, none who wait for you shall 
be put to shame; they shall be ashamed who are wantonly 
treacherous.
Psalm 33:17–18 (ESV) — 17 The war horse is a false hope 
for salvation, and by its great might it cannot rescue. 18 
Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, on 
those who hope in his steadfast love,
Psalm 33:20–22 (ESV) — 20 Our soul waits for the Lord; 
he is our help and our shield. 21 For our heart is glad in 
him, because we trust in his holy name. 22 Let your 
steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in 
you.
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Psalm 39:7 (ESV) — 7 “And now, O Lord, for what do I 
wait? My hope is in you.
Psalm 52:9 (ESV) — 9 I will thank you forever, because 
you have done it. I will wait for your name, for it is good, in 
the presence of the godly.
Psalm 71:5 (ESV) — 5 For you, O Lord, are my hope, my 
trust, O Lord, from my youth.
Psalm 147:11 (ESV) — 11 but the Lord takes pleasure in 
those who fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast love.
Jeremiah 14:22 (ESV) — 22 Are there any among the false 
gods of the nations that can bring rain? Or can the heavens 
give showers? Are you not he, O Lord our God? We set our 
hope on you, for you do all these things.
Lamentations 3:21–22 (ESV) — 21 But this I call to mind, 
and therefore I have hope: 22 The steadfast love of the 
Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end;
Acts 24:15 (ESV) — 15 having a hope in God, which these 
men themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of 
both the just and the unjust.
Romans 15:12 (ESV) — 12 And again Isaiah says, “The 
root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the 
Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.”
1 Timothy 4:10 (ESV) — 10 For to this end we toil and 
strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, 
who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who 
believe.

It leads to specific results 
Ps 37:9; Is 40:31; Ro 15:13

Psalm 37:9 (ESV) — 9 For the evildoers shall be cut off, 
but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit the land.
Isaiah 40:31 (ESV) — 31 but they who wait for the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings 
like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk 
and not faint.
Romans 15:13 (ESV) — 13 May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
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See also Ps 33:22 ; Ps 62:5 rest ; Ps 71:14 ; Pr 24:14–16 
wisdom ; Is 51:5 ; Je 29:11 ; La 3:25 ; Mic 7:7 ; Zec 9:12 
restoration ; Ro 4:18 the example of Abraham’s hope ; Ro 5:2 ; 
Ro 5:5 ; 2 Co 1:7 ; 2 Co 10:15 ; 1 Th 1:3 ; 2 Ti 2:25 ; Tt 1:2 
eternal life ; 1 Pe 3:5 ; 1 Jn 3:3

Psalm 33:22 (ESV) — 22 Let your steadfast love, O Lord, 
be upon us, even as we hope in you.
Psalm 62:5 (ESV) — 5 For God alone, O my soul, wait in 
silence, for my hope is from him.
Psalm 71:14 (ESV) — 14 But I will hope continually and will 
praise you yet more and more.
Proverbs 24:14–16 (ESV) — 14 Know that wisdom is such 
to your soul; if you find it, there will be a future, and your 
hope will not be cut off. 15 Lie not in wait as a wicked man 
against the dwelling of the righteous; do no violence to his 
home; 16 for the righteous falls seven times and rises 
again, but the wicked stumble in times of calamity.
Isaiah 51:5 (ESV) — 5 My righteousness draws near, my 
salvation has gone out, and my arms will judge the peoples; 
the coastlands hope for me, and for my arm they wait.
Jeremiah 29:11 (ESV) — 11 For I know the plans I have for 
you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to 
give you a future and a hope.
Lamentations 3:25 (ESV) — 25 The Lord is good to those 
who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him.
Micah 7:7 (ESV) — 7 But as for me, I will look to the Lord; I 
will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me.
Zechariah 9:12 (ESV) — 12 Return to your stronghold, O 
prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you 
double.
Romans 4:18 (ESV) — 18 In hope he believed against 
hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as 
he had been told, “So shall your offspring be.”
Romans 5:2 (ESV) — 2 Through him we have also 
obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
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Romans 5:5 (ESV) — 5 and hope does not put us to 
shame, because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
2 Corinthians 1:7 (ESV) — 7 Our hope for you is 
unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, 
you will also share in our comfort.
2 Corinthians 10:15 (ESV) — 15 We do not boast beyond 
limit in the labors of others. But our hope is that as your 
faith increases, our area of influence among you may be 
greatly enlarged,
1 Thessalonians 1:3 (ESV) — 3 remembering before our 
God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Timothy 2:25 (ESV) — 25 correcting his opponents with 
gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance 
leading to a knowledge of the truth,
Titus 1:2 (ESV) — 2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who 
never lies, promised before the ages began
1 Peter 3:5 (ESV) — 5 For this is how the holy women who 
hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to 
their own husbands,
1 John 3:3 (ESV) — 3 And everyone who thus hopes in 
him purifies himself as he is pure.
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Results of hope 
Synopsis
Hope gives believers confidence and reassurance in this present life, 
allowing them to lead effective lives for God. It also reassures them of the 
reality of eternal life, allowing them to face death with confidence.

Hope reassures believers in this present life
Hope reassures believers in their faith

Heb 3:6
Hebrews 3:6 (ESV) — 6 but Christ is faithful over God’s 
house as a son. And we are his house if indeed we hold 
fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.

See also Eph 1:18–19 ; Heb 7:18–22 ; Heb 10:23
Ephesians 1:18–19 (ESV) — 18 having the eyes of your 
hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to 
the working of his great might
Hebrews 7:18–22 (ESV) — 18 For on the one hand, a 
former commandment is set aside because of its weakness 
and uselessness 19 (for the law made nothing perfect); but 
on the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through 
which we draw near to God. 20 And it was not without an 
oath. For those who formerly became priests were made 
such without an oath, 21 but this one was made a priest 
with an oath by the one who said to him: “The Lord has 
sworn and will not change his mind, ‘You are a priest 
forever.’ ” 22 This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better 
covenant.
Hebrews 10:23 (ESV) — 23 Let us hold fast the confession 
of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful.

Hope encourages believers
Ps 31:2

Psalm 31:2 (ESV) — 2 Incline your ear to me; rescue me 
speedily! Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to 
save me!
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See also Is 40:31 ; Is 49:23 ; Ro 5:3–5
Isaiah 40:31 (ESV) — 31 but they who wait for the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings 
like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk 
and not faint.
Isaiah 49:23 (ESV) — 23 Kings shall be your foster fathers, 
and their queens your nursing mothers. With their faces to 
the ground they shall bow down to you, and lick the dust of 
your feet. Then you will know that I am the Lord; those who 
wait for me shall not be put to shame.”
Romans 5:3–5 (ESV) — 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in 
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
4 and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

Hope encourages believers to rejoice
Ro 12:12

Romans 12:12 (ESV) — 12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in 
tribulation, be constant in prayer.

See also Ro 5:1–2
Romans 5:1–2 (ESV) — 1 Therefore, since we have been 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access 
by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.

Hope encourages believers to look for restoration
Ps 37:9; Je 14:8; Je 31:17; La 3:29–31; Ho 2:15; Zec 9:12

Psalm 37:9 (ESV) — 9 For the evildoers shall be cut off, 
but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit the land.
Jeremiah 14:8 (ESV) — 8 O you hope of Israel, its savior in 
time of trouble, why should you be like a stranger in the 
land, like a traveler who turns aside to tarry for a night?
Jeremiah 31:17 (ESV) — 17 There is hope for your future, 
declares the Lord, and your children shall come back to 
their own country.
Lamentations 3:29–31 (ESV) — 29 let him put his mouth 
in the dust— there may yet be hope; 30 let him give his 
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cheek to the one who strikes, and let him be filled with 
insults. 31 For the Lord will not cast off forever,
Hosea 2:15 (ESV) — 15 And there I will give her her 
vineyards and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. And 
there she shall answer as in the days of her youth, as at the 
time when she came out of the land of Egypt.
Zechariah 9:12 (ESV) — 12 Return to your stronghold, O 
prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you 
double.

Hope leads to more effective Christian living and witness
Hope encourages believers to be bold

2 Co 3:12
2 Corinthians 3:12 (ESV) — 12 Since we have such a 
hope, we are very bold,

Hope encourages believers to evangelise
See also 1 Pe 3:15

1 Peter 3:15 (ESV) — 15 but in your hearts honor Christ 
the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense 
to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,

Hope leads to godly living
Ps 25:21; Heb 6:10–12; 1 Jn 3:2

Psalm 25:21 (ESV) — 21 May integrity and uprightness 
preserve me, for I wait for you.
Hebrews 6:10–12 (ESV) — 10 For God is not unjust so as 
to overlook your work and the love that you have shown for 
his name in serving the saints, as you still do. 11 And we 
desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to 
have the full assurance of hope until the end, 12 so that you 
may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises.
1 John 3:2 (ESV) — 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, 
and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall 
see him as he is.

Hope equips believers for spiritual warfare
1 Th 5:8
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1 Thessalonians 5:8 (ESV) — 8 But since we belong to the 
day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.

Hope enables believers to face suffering with confidence
Ro 5:3–5

Romans 5:3–5 (ESV) — 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in 
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
4 and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

See also Ps 22:24 ; Ps 147:11 ; Php 1:20
Psalm 22:24 (ESV) — 24 For he has not despised or 
abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and he has not 
hidden his face from him, but has heard, when he cried to 
him.
Psalm 147:11 (ESV) — 11 but the Lord takes pleasure in 
those who fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast love.
Philippians 1:20 (ESV) — 20 as it is my eager expectation 
and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full 
courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, 
whether by life or by death.

Hope enables believers to face the future with confidence
Hope assures believers of an eternal dimension to life

1 Co 15:19
1 Corinthians 15:19 (ESV) — 19 If in Christ we have hope 
in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.

Hope enables believers to face death with confidence
Ps 16:9–10

Psalm 16:9–10 (ESV) — 9 Therefore my heart is glad, and 
my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure. 10 
For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy 
one see corruption.

See also Job 19:25–27 ; Ps 33:18 ; 1 Co 6:14 ; 2 Co 4:10–14 ; 
Php 1:3–6 ; Re 1:17–18

Job 19:25–27 (ESV) — 25 For I know that my Redeemer 
lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 26 And 
after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I 
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shall see God, 27 whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes 
shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within me!
Psalm 33:18 (ESV) — 18 Behold, the eye of the Lord is on 
those who fear him, on those who hope in his steadfast 
love,
1 Corinthians 6:14 (ESV) — 14 And God raised the Lord 
and will also raise us up by his power.
2 Corinthians 4:10–14 (ESV) — 10 always carrying in the 
body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also 
be manifested in our bodies. 11 For we who live are always 
being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of 
Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So 
death is at work in us, but life in you. 13 Since we have the 
same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I 
believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also 
speak, 14 knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will 
raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his 
presence.
Philippians 1:3–6 (ESV) — 3 I thank my God in all my 
remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine for 
you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 And I 
am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
Revelation 1:17–18 (ESV) — 17 When I saw him, I fell at 
his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, 
saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the 
living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I 
have the keys of Death and Hades.

Hope assures believers of their eternal life
Ac 2:26–27; Ro 8:23–25; Tt 1:1–2; Tt 3:7; 1 Pe 1:3

Acts 2:26–27 (ESV) — 26 therefore my heart was glad, 
and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. 27 
For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy 
One see corruption.
Romans 8:23–25 (ESV) — 23 And not only the creation, 
but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 
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redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were 
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes 
for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience.
Titus 1:1–2 (ESV) — 1 Paul, a servant of God and an 
apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God’s 
elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with 
godliness, 2 in hope of eternal life, which God, who never 
lies, promised before the ages began
Titus 3:7 (ESV) — 7 so that being justified by his grace we 
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
1 Peter 1:3 (ESV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

Hope enables believers to face the coming wrath with 
confidence

1 Th 1:10
1 Thessalonians 1:10 (ESV) — 10 and to wait for his Son 
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who 
delivers us from the wrath to come.

Hope assures believers of their heavenly inheritance
1 Pe 1:3–5

1 Peter 1:3–5 (ESV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 
kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God’s power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time.

See also Eph 1:18
Ephesians 1:18 (ESV) — 18 having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which 
he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints,
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