
 

“Prologue: The Word Became Flesh” 
John #1 
John 1:1-18 
October 1, 2017 
 
Scripture Reading:  John 1:1-18 
 
Introductory Remarks 
 
Prayer 
 
Introduction 

● July of 356 BC — Alexander the Great 
● July of 100 BC — Julius Caesar 
● Approx. 4 BC — Jesus of Nazareth 
●  

Big Idea: There has never been anyone like Jesus, and there will never be anyone like jesus. he 
stands alone in world history. 
 
John the Beloved Disciple 

1. Son of Zebedee, brother of James | Mark 3:17 
2. Part of Jesus’ closest inner circle 
3. The beloved disciple | John 13:23 

 
John’s Perspective 

1. Likely the last gospel written 
2. Very unique perspective on Jesus 
3. Focuses on themes: 

a. Jesus’ identity: God and Messiah 
b. Belief and disbelief (belief = 98) 
c. Life and death (life = 56) 

4. Intentionally crafted | John 20:30-31 
a. Seven Signs 
b. Seven “I am” statements 

 
 
I. Story and Idea | vs. 1-7 

1. The WORD | Greek word “Logos” 
a. N.T. Wright — When I speak a word, it is, in a sense, part of me. It’s a breath 

that comes from inside me, making the noise that I give it with my throat, my 
mouth and my tongue. When people hear it, they assume I intended it. ‘But you 
said …’, people comment, if our deeds don’t match up to our words. We remain 
responsible for the words we say. And yet our words have a life which seems 
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independent of us. When people hear them, words can change the way they 
think and live. Think of ‘I love you’; or, ‘It’s time to go’; or, ‘You’re fired’. These 
words create new situations. People respond or act accordingly. 

b. N.T. Wright — But the idea of the Word would also make some of his readers 
think of ideas that pagan philosophers had discussed. Some spoke of the ‘word’ 
as a kind of principle of rationality, lying deep within the whole cosmos and 
within all human beings. Get in touch with this principle, they said, and your life 
will find its true meaning. Well, maybe, John is saying to them; but the Word 
isn’t an abstract principle, it’s a person. And I’m going to introduce you to him. 

2. IN THE BEGINNING | Story, specifically the Genesis/Biblical story 
3. One of the greatest conflicts throughout history is between the poet & philosopher 
4. But here, both mythos and logos come together in Jesus 

 
 
II. God and Mankind | vs. 9-13  

● Great problem: the divide between God and man 
○ Others focus transactional, John focuses “source of life” (vs. 4 “in him was life”) 

● Believe and receive what? His name, or his identity—who he is. 
 
 
III. Grace and Truth | vs. 14-18 

● D.A. Carson — More literally translated, the Greek verb skēnoō means that the Word 
pitched his tabernacle, or lived in his tent, amongst us. For Greek-speaking Jews and 
other readers of the Greek Old Testament, the term would call to mind the skēnē, the 
tabernacle where God met with Israel before the temple was built…now, the Evangelist 
implies, God has chosen to dwell amongst his people in a yet more personal way, in the 
Word-become-flesh. 

● Grace and truth — one of the other great tensions in the history of the world 
○ We don't get to choose to be "grace people" or "truth people." We're called to 

both radically. 
 
Conclusion 
 
 
Benediction 
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
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