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Introduce Reading 
 
Hebrews 2:5-9 
5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. 6 It 
has been testified somewhere, “What is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of man, 
that you care for him? 7 You made him for a little while lower than the angels; you have 
crowned him with glory and honor, 8 putting everything in subjection under his feet.”  
 
Now in putting everything in subject`ion to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, 
we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see him who for a little while was 
made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the 
suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
 
Prayer 
 
Introduction 
Who’s in charge of the world? 
 
I. Angels In Charge? 
Hebrews 2:5 — 5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we 
are speaking. 

1. Here, we see that angels are somehow involved in the ruling of the world 
a. Deuteronomy 32:8 — When the Most High gave to the nations their 

inheritance, when he divided mankind, he fixed the borders of the peoples 
according to the number of the **sons of God. 

b. Elohim — God (generic), gods, angels, divine beings, sons of God, mighty 
ones, rulers 

c. Walter Elwell — The term [elohim] means a god in the widest sense…The 
plural form…is likely a plural of majesty or perhaps of intensity, either of deity or 
of power to signify “highly or intensely powerful.” 

d. **The Septuagint translates this as “angels” 
2. Angels are “above us.” They serve like a boundary between human and God 

a. But, the author of Hebrews is working hard to get us to see that as great as 
angels are, humanity occupies a more privileged position. 

b. R.C.H. Lenski — Although angels seem to be so far above us, we have already 
been told that they are only officiating spirits who are commissioned to service 
for our sake. We are the royal heirs of the world to come and not they; to us 
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and not to them has God subjected “the inhabited earth, the one about to 
come.” 

 
II. Mankind In Charge? 
6 It has been testified somewhere, “What is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of 
man, that you care for him? 7 You made him for a little while lower than the angels; you have 
crowned him with glory and honor, 8 putting everything in subjection under his feet.” 
 

1. Quoted from Psalm 8 
a. 1 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set 

your glory above the heavens. 2 Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you 
have established strength because of your foes, to still the enemy and the 
avenger.  

i. This is a psalm of praise and wonder. Our God is amazing! 
b. 3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, 

which you have set in place, 4 what is man that you are mindful of him, and the 
son of man that you care for him? 5 Yet you have made him a little lower than 
the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.  

i. Contrasted with God, what is man? 
ii. Pictures from Travis’ hike 

c. 6 You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all 
things under his feet, 7 all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 8 the 
birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths 
of the seas. 9 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

i. Yet, a real responsibility given to us 
2. When the Psalmist uses the word “dominion,” it recalls Genesis 1. 

a. Genesis 1:26-28 — 26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in his 
own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created 
them. 28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.” 

 
God gave us this great responsibility. So, how did we do, mankind? Utter failure. 
 
III. Under New Management 
Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, 
we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see him who for a little while was 
made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the 
suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
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● Sin isn’t just about me personally doing bad things, it’s about humanity in general 

failing to live up to our created purpose, to exercise dominion over creation as God’s 
representatives 

● Jesus steps in as the true mankind who rules over God’s good creation 
○ Philip Edgecomb Hughes — The Psalmist contemplates with wonder the glory 

of man, who, as the crown of God’s creation, is entrusted with dominion over all 
other creatures. Mankind has sinfully betrayed this trust and perverted this 
power; yet the purposes of God cannot fail, and it is in the man Christ Jesus, as 
we have said, that these purposes are restored and brought to fulfilment. 

● He steps into this role in a unique way: humiliation and the suffering of death 
○ Jesus was made lower than the angels - took on flesh 
○ Jesus went through the suffering of death 

■ “Tasted death” is an idiom, saying. He drank death to the dregs. 
○ Jesus did this because of God’s grace 
○ Jesus did this for or “on account of” his people 

● The result: crowned with glory and honor 
○ Now Jesus occupies a position far above the angels 

 
 
Another result: there’s going to be a new world, a “world to come.” Here, angels won’t be in 
charge, fallen mankind won’t be in charge, but the true mankind will be in charge: Jesus. This 
is great news. However….it does raise a question. If Jesus is in charge right now, why is there 
still so much brokenness in the world? 
 
 
IV. Waiting For the Final Stage 
5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are 
speaking...Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At 
present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see [Jesus]... 
 

● Overlap of the ages, the “already/not yet” of the kingdom 
● Examples throughout Hebrews of this tension: 

a. 6:5 — People have “tasted the goodness of the...powers of the age to come.” 
b. 8:13 — “...what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.” 
c. 9:8-9 — ”By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the holy places is not 

yet opened as long as the first section is still standing (which is symbolic for the 
present age).” 

d. 9:26 — “...he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of himself.” 

e. 13:14 — “For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.” 
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You might say, “well that’s great. So we’re waiting for this present world to pass away and the 
new world to come into focus. But what am I supposed to do today with all of this pain and 
suffering? Just grin and bear it? Just dream about a better day?” 
 

1. Yes, future hope is very real. It’s one of the things that the New Testament writers 
constantly point us to. Paul actually goes so far as to say in Romans that our present 
sufferings aren’t worth comparing to the glory that will be revealed. 

2. There’s more: Jesus is present with us. In solidarity. In empathy. In comfort. In love. 
a. Whatever our sufferings may mean, it does not mean that Jesus is somehow 

out of control.  
b. And, whatever our sufferings may mean, it does not mean that God doesn’t 

love us. 
c. Look at what it says again in verses  9 — “Jesus [is] crowned with glory and 

honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might 
taste death for everyone. 

d. Jesus went through the suffering of death. Jesus knows the taste of blood. 
3. We often want to know “Why am I suffering?” God’s answer is rarely “here’s why.” 

God’s answer is always “here I am.”  
 
 
Conclusion 

● Christian: where does your life not reflect the rule & reign of Christ? 
● Non-Christian: invitation to be a part of the “in Christ” humanity, not the “in Adam” 
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