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Scripture Reading: Hebrews 7:1-10

Introduction
There is only one athlete in the history of professional American sports to be named to All-Star 
teams in two different sports — Bo Jackson. He’s a unique figure in sports history.

The author of Hebrews is doing something similar with Jesus — he’s utterly unique! And he’s 
utterly unique as both a king and a priest.

Old Testament Leaders
• Prophet — speaks God’s truth to God’s people
• King — leads, protects, and provides for God’s people
• Priest — cares for and offers sacrifices for God’s people

Jesus in Hebrews
• Prophet — 1:1-2, 2:3, 3:5-6, 4:2
• King — 1:2,1:3,1:8, 2:8, 2:9, 2:14-15
• Priest — 2:17, 3:1, 4:14, 4:15, 5:5, *5:6, *6:10, *6:20

• *5:6 (quoting Psalm 110) — You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.
• *6:10 — designated by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek
• *6:20 — a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek

Legal Controversy
• Kings come from Judah, priests come from tribe of Levi, family of Aaron | Exodus 28:1

Telling the Story | vs. 1-2
• Reference to Genesis 14, a passage we looked at last week

1. Mysterious Figure
2. King of Salem (peace)
3. King of Righteousness
4. Priest of the Most High God
5. Greater than Abram
6. Only mentioned in Genesis 14 and Psalm 110
7. A “type” of Jesus

A Forever Priest | vs. 3
Philip Edgecomb Hughes — The description without father or mother or genealogy, accordingly, 
should not be taken literalistically to mean that Melchizedek had no parents or family, nor does 
the statement that he had neither beginning of days nor end of life intend us to understand him 
as an eternally existent being who experienced neither birth nor death. The point is that these 
assertions apply positively to Christ, not to Melchizedek. The significance of the biblical silence 
is that it marks Melchizedek out as a type who in these respects resembles the Son of God, who 



alone exists everlastingly, from eternity to eternity. Surrounded by this silence, Melchizedek is 
the figure, but Christ is the reality.
• Author’s point is clear: Melchizedek shows up in the OT to show us what type of priest Jesus 

would be

Melchizedek > Levi | vs. 4-10
• A technical argument — there’s a “chain of command” as it were.

• Levi < Abraham < Melchizedek

Our Need for Jesus
• As prophet
• As king
• As priest

Conclusion — Righteousness and Peace
1. Jesus is a righteous king
2. Jesus is a king of peace | Romans 5:1
3. Righteousness and peace meet at the cross | Psalm 85:10

• Tim Challies — At the cross we see just how much God values his holiness. We see that 
God will not violate his own holiness even in order to save the ones he loves…Christ 
served the complete sentence of just wrath that I deserved. This is the mercy of the 
cross, the sinless one serving the sentence of the sinner…Here at the cross we see 
wrath and mercy meet. We see both of them in their glorious fullness—the ultimate 
display of God’s wrath and the ultimate display of God’s mercy.

4. Peace can only come after righteousness
5. We are to be people of righteousness and peace

• Charles Spurgeon — If any man shall say to you, “Come and let us sin together,” reply to 
him, “I cannot enter into association with you, for I must first be pure and then 
peaceable, since I serve a Lord who is first King of righteousness, and after that King of 
peace.”…We must uplift the banner of truth, or we shall be meanest of all cowards. God 
has made us kings, and we must be first kings of righteousness, and after that kings of 
peace.


