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Scripture Reading:  Judges 9:8-15 
 
Introduction 
 
Bob Dylan setting up the big idea: 
You may be a construction worker working on a home 
You may be living in a mansion or you might live in a dome 
You might own guns and you might even own tanks 
You might be somebody's landlord, you might even own banks 
 
You may be a preacher with your spiritual pride 
You may be a city councilman taking bribes on the side 
You may be workin' in a barbershop, you may know how to cut hair 
You may be somebody's mistress, may be somebody's heir 
 
Might like to wear cotton, might like to wear silk 
Might like to drink whiskey, might like to drink milk 
You might like to eat caviar, you might like to eat bread 
You may be sleeping on the floor, sleeping in a king-sized bed 
 
But   you're   gonna   have   to   serve   somebody,   yes 
Indeed   you're   gonna   have   to   serve   somebody 
Well,   it   may   be   the   devil   or   it   may   be   the   Lord 
But   you're   gonna   have   to   serve   somebody 
 
Big Idea: We all serve somebody. When we reject the rule of the true King, we allow ourselves 
to be ruled by usurpers and oppressors. 
 
I. The Story 
Characters: 

1. Abimelech, son of Gideon | Judges 8:30-31 
a. Name means “my dad is the king” 

2. Jotham, youngest son of Gideon 
3. Gaal, the new challenger in town 
4. Zebul, the “mayor” of Shechem 

 
Setting: 

1. Shechem, Abimelech’s hometown 
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2. Ophrah, Gideon’s hometown 
3. Thebez, the city of Abimelech’s death 

 
The Challenge | vs. 1-2 
 
The Family Follows | vs. 3-4 
 
Murderous King | vs. 5-6 
 

Jotham’s Fable | vs 7-15 
 
Jotham’s Curse | vs. 16-21 
 
Conflict and Treachery | vs. 22-25 
 
New Guy in Town | vs. 26-29 
 
The Mayor’s Message | vs. 30-33 
 
Ambushed | vs. 34-41 
 
Revenge on the City | vs. 42-45 
 
Fiery Destruction | vs. 46-49 
 
The Greedy King | 50-52 
 
Humiliating End | vs. 53-55 
 
God’s Justice | vs. 56-57 
 
II. What Can We Learn? 
 
Why do people sign up for bad leadership? 

1. Everybody wants needs to be led 
2. Good leaders are hard to find 
3. Our sinful hearts are drawn to leadership distortions 

 
Flourishing Leadership 

● Jesus possessed unprecedented authority & vulnerability 
● Andy Crouch (Strong and Weak) — consider the “bookends” of Jesus’ life 

○ Andy Crouch — When the true image bearer came, the “image of the invisible 
God” (Col. 1:15), he came with unparalleled authority—more capacity for 
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meaningful action than any other person who has lived…And yet he, too, was 
born naked, as dependent and therefore vulnerable as any human being. 

 
1. Authority without vulnerability: exploitation 
2. Vulnerability without authority: suffering (abuse) 
3. Neither authority nor vulnerability: withdrawn 
4. Both authority and vulnerability: flourishing 

 
III. Gospel Connection 
Jesus had all power! Not a weakling at all. 

● Abimelech used his power and authority to harm people 
○ Jesus uses his power and authority to heal people 

● Abimelech gained his position of leadership by coercion and force 
○ Jesus demonstrated his true position of leadership by sacrifice and service 

● When mocked, Abimelech schemed 
○ When mocked, Jesus remained silent 

● When attacked, Abimelech lashed out in vengeance 
○ When attacked, Jesus reached out in forgiveness 

● Abimelech showed his true cowardice and selfishness in his death 
○ Jesus showed his true power and grace through his death 

● Abimelech’s rule was temporary, only three years of exploitation 
○ Jesus’ rule is eternal, because he rose from the dead and will one day return to 

fully establish his kingdom here on earth 
 
 
Conclusion 

1. Some of you are being hurt (suffering) - time to reach out 
2. Some of you are leading poorly (exploiting) - time to repent 
3. Some of you aren’t leading at all (withdrawn) - time to engage 

 
 
 
Benediction 
Psalm   121:78   —    7    The   Lord   will   keep   you   from   all   evil;   he   will   keep   your   life.    8 The   Lord   will   keep  
your   going   out   and   your   coming   in   from   this   time   forth   and   forevermore. 
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