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Introduce Series: 

● Before we spend several weeks looking at Melchizedek, let’s go back at look at his 
story in the Old Testament 

 
Scripture Reading: Genesis 14:17-20 
 
Introduction 

● Making choices in life — one of the most important topics 
● Making choices at the “top of the world” vs. the “bottom” 

○ **More about Abram than about Melchizedek 
 
Abram & Lot | Genesis 13:7-12 

● Abraham & his nephew Lot separated 
 
The First War | Genesis 14:1-7 

● A very decisive victory for King Chedorlaomer 
 
One More Try | vs. 8-12 

● Another decisive victory for King Chedorlaomer, but he gets greedy.  
 
Abram Strikes Back | vs. 13-16 

● An amazing victory for Abram, who was severely outmatched! 
 
Abram’s Choice | vs. 17-21  

● The King of Sodom — “here Abram, you keep all the plunder” 
● The King of Salem — “here Abram, let’s give thanks to God and remember his 

promises” 
 
Who is Melchizedek? 

1. Mysterious 
2. King of Salem (peace) 
3. King of Righteousness 
4. Priest of the Most High God 
5. Greater than Abram 
6. Only mentioned in one other Old Testament passage — Psalm 110 

a. A Messianic psalm that makes the claim that God’s promised king would also 
be a priest. 

7. He is a “type” for Jesus 
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a. Indirect types point us to our need for a Savior 
b. Direct types point us to the Savior himself 

 
Abram’s Faithfulness | vs. 22-24 

1. Here, in Abram’s moment of greatest victory, two kings show up. Sodom offers riches, 
Salem offers a blessing, and a reminder of God’s promise. 

2. Instead of receiving a huge financial payout, he makes a huge financial sacrifice 
 
Abram Points Us to Jesus 

1. Jesus Resisted Temptation | Matthew 4:1-11 
2. Jesus Surrendered to God’s Will | Matthew 26:39 
3. Jesus Endured the Cross | Hebrews 12:2-4 

 
Conclusion 

1. Lots of ways to help you make good decisions: prayer, community, wisdom 
2. One thing that stands above it all? Ask: “How will my decisions work out in light of the 

eternal promises of God?” 
3. John Calvin — We are not our own; therefore, neither our reason nor our will should 

predominate in our deliberations and actions. We are not our own; therefore let us not 
propose it as our end, to seek what may be expedient for us according to the flesh. We 
are not our own; therefore let us, as far as possible, forget ourselves and all things that 
are ours. On the contrary, we are God’s; to him therefore let us live and die. We are 
God’s; therefore let his wisdom and will preside in all our actions. 
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