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“Angels” 

Witnesses of the Advent #2 

Luke 1:26-38 

December 9, 2018 

 

Scripture Reading:  Luke 1:26-38 

 

Introduction 

● Is there anything better than getting to deliver good news! 

 

What Are Angels? 

Different names: 

1. Messengers: human or divine?  

a. Hebrew:  / malach | Greek: ἄγγελος / angelos (Gk) 

2. Elohim | “supernatural being” | Psalm 8:5 

3. Divine Council | Psalm 82:1  

a. Sons of God (Job 1:6), morning stars (Job 38:4-7), holy ones (Deuteronomy 

33:2), host/army of heaven (1 Samuel 4:4), watchers (Daniel 4:13), 

powers/authorities (Colossians 1:16). 

4. Seraphim “burning ones” | Isaiah 6:1-7 

5. Cherubim | Ezekiel 1:4-14 

 

Where Did They Come From? 

1. Created beings | Psalm 148:2-5 

2. Before the Earth | Job 38:4-7 

3. Augustine | Day one of creation 

4. Tim Mackie | Day four of creation 

 

What Do Angels Do? | Isaiah 6:1-7 

1. Worship God | Revelation 7:11 

2. Minister to his people | Hebrews 1:14 

3. Deliver messages | Hebrews 2:2 

 

The Angel Gabriel | vs. 26-28 

● Gabriel has appeared before: book of Daniel, also earlier in Luke 1 

● Mary is a recipient of God’s grace/favor  

 

Concern and Comfort | vs. 29-33 

 

Serious Questions | vs. 34-35 

Regarding the virgin birth: 

1. Don’t practice “chronological snobbery” 

2. Not stolen from other fables | Ecclesiastes 3:11 
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3. Virgin birth doesn’t conflict with science 

○ 2014 BBC article — Researchers today say that it remains highly unlikely, and 

perhaps even impossible, for a virgin mammal to naturally produce viable 

offspring, due to some fundamental aspects of their biology. But perhaps, 

someday, somewhere, somehow, a mammal will surprise us all. 

4. God enlivens all of creation 

 

Powerful Sign | vs. 36-37 

 

Mary’s Obedience | vs. 38 

 

Knowing the Good News 

1. Good news only truly makes sense if we know the bad news 

a. Bad news #1: Luke 1:31 (cf. Matthew 1:2) 

b. Bad news #2: Luke 1:32-33 

c. Ruled internally by sin, ruled externally by tyrants | Jesus is the answer to both 

2. We are more privileged than angels | 1 Peter 1:10-12 

 

Respond & Share 

1. This good news requires a response 

2. This good news must be shared 

 

Benediction 

Romans 1:16-17 — 
16 

I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. 
17 

For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith, just as it is written: The righteous will live 

by faith. 
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