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Scripture Reading:  John 16:21-28 
Series Setup & Introductory Remarks 

● John 14:11-17 as a microcosm of the entire Upper Room section 
 
Introduction 

● Prayer is like riding a bike: easy to do, hard if you haven’t done it for a while 
 
Ask and Receive | John 14-17 

● 14:13 — Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do… 
● 14:14 — If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 
● 15:7 —…ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
● 15:16 — …whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 
● 16:23 — Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it 

to you. 
 

1. Yes, the anything and whatever are qualified 
2. But, do you think that sometimes we are too quick to qualify/shrink the anything and 

whatever? 
a. Philippians 4:6 — Do not be anxious about anything. Instead, in every situation, 

through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, tell your requests to God. 
b. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 — 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray constantly, 18 give thanks in 

everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
 
Big idea: prayer is not a puzzle to be solved, but a relationship to be enjoyed. 
 
Praying With Jesus 

1. Pray in Jesus’ name | 14:13-14, 15:16, 16:23 
2. Pray for God’s glory | 14:12-14 
3. Pray as you abide | 15:7,16 
4. Pray for joy | 15:23-24 

 
The heartbeat of prayer is relationship that is focused on God’s glory and our truest joy. 
 
Questions?  

1. Will we ask Jesus or will we not? | 16:21-27 
a. Remember that Jesus is saying this at the turn of an era 
b. Because of Jesus, we have direct access to the Father 

2. What does it mean that we will do greater works? 14:12-14 
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a. After the cross and resurrection, Jesus’ mission is clearer than ever, more 
expansive than ever…through us!  

 
What if God doesn’t answer my prayer? 

1. NOT: 
a. Because God doesn’t love you | Romans 8:39 
b. Because God is powerless | Isaiah 59:1 

2. It *MIGHT Be 
a. Wrong motives | John 14:13, James 4:3 
b. Unrepentant sin | Psalm 66:18, 1 Peter 3:7 
c. Lack of faith | Mark 11:24, James 1:5 
d. That you need to persist | Colossians 4:2 

 
When it comes to prayer, it’s far too easy for us to slip into a transactional mindset. 
 
Encouragement to Pray 

1. Relationship is the focus | More about time spent than getting things 
2. Constant and dedicated | date night, texts throughout the day 
3. Prayer is connected to God’s mission |  

 
 
Benediction 
1 John 5:14-15 — 14 This is the confidence we have before him: If we ask anything according to his 
will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears whatever we ask, we know that we have what we 
have asked of him. 

2 


