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Scripture Reading:  John 8:48-59 
Series Setup & Introductory Remarks 
Prayer 
 
Introduction 
J. Warner Wallace — As a skeptic, I was willing to accept a “nice guy” version of Jesus. You 
know, the wise sage from the past who was misunderstood and mythicized into something 
divine by leaders of a movement who were either mistaken or deceptive. Jesus might have 
been a nice guy and a great teacher, but did he ever really claim to be God? I had atheist 
friends who knew more about the Gospels than I did, and they said that Jesus never claimed to 
be God in any of the New Testament accounts. Once I began to examine the Gospels for 
myself, I discovered my friends were wrong; Jesus did say specifically that He was God. Now 
don’t get me wrong, Jesus didn’t use those exact words. But His listeners sure understood 
what He meant. 
 
Goals: 

1. Understand what the Bible says 
2. Understand what Christians believe 
3. Confident to share with a non-Christian 

 
I. Commentary 
Insults Upon Insults | vs. 48-50 
A Bold Claim | vs. 51-53 
The Father’s Witness | vs. 54-55 
Before Abraham | vs. 56-59 

● Leviticus 24:15-16 — Whoever curses his God shall bear his sin. 16 Whoever 
blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death. All the congregation 
shall stone him. The sojourner as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, 
shall be put to death. 

 
II. What Do Christians Believe? 

1. There is only one God | Deuteronomy 6:4 — 4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the 
LORD is one. 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your might. 

a. Richard Bauckham 
i. God is the only creator 
ii. God is the only ruler 
iii. God is known through his story 
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iv. God alone will get glory at the end of the story 
v. God’s unique name is YHWH 
vi. Only God may be worshipped 
vii. God alone is self-existent and eternal 

2. Jesus is the true God | John 8:58 
a. Jesus is the creator | John 1:3 
b. Jesus rules all things | Colossians 1:17-8 
c. Jesus is known through his story | 1 Cor. 15:3-8 
d. Jesus will get glory at the end of the story | Matt. 25:31 
e. Jesus is identified as YHWH | Multiple 

i. “Prepare the way for the Lord” | Matt. 3:3, Isa. 40:3 
ii. “My word will never pass away” | Mark 13:31, Psa. 119:89 
iii. “Go before the Lord” | Luke 1:76, Mal. 3:1 
iv. “Call upon the name of the Lord” | Rom. 10:9-13, Joel 2:32 
v. “Every knee will bow” | Rom. 14:9-12, Isa. 45:23 
vi. “Boast in the Lord” | 1 Cor. 1:31, Jer. 9:24 
vii. “Every knee will bow/every tongue” | Phil. 2:9-10, Isa. 45:22-23 
viii. “Lord, you founded the earth” | Heb. 1:10, Psalm 102:25-27 
ix. “I am the first and the last” | Rev. 1:17, Isa. 48:12 

f. Jesus is to be worshipped | Luke 24:52 
g. Jesus is self-existent and eternal | Colossians 1:17 

3. Jesus and the Father are Equal, yet Distinct 
a. Athanasius of Alexandria — “Where there is light there is radiance, and where 

there is radiance there is also light; and thus we cannot have a light without 
radiance nor radiance without light, because both the light is in the radiance and 
the radiance in the light.” 

4. Jesus is both human and divine 
a. Errors: 

i. He’s not fully God | Arianism (he’s a god, not the God), kenoticism 
(emptied himself) 

ii. He’s not fully man | Docetism (he only looked like a man),  
iii. His divinity can be separated from his humanity | Nestorianism (his 

divinity and humanity can be separated) 
 
III. Why Is This Important? Or How to Share this? 
*all Scripture is useful (2 Timothy 3:16) 

1. Jesus made claims that we need to evaluate carefully 
2. If Jesus is fully human, he can fully identify with us 
3. If Jesus is God, he has the power to make good on his claims 
4. If Jesus if both God and man, his death and resurrection really mean something 

a. John 8:56 — Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it 
and was glad. 

b. Genesis 22:10-14 — “The Lord will provide!” 
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c. Only a human the man can stand in our place, and only God can pay a 
significant enough price 

 
Big Idea: Because Jesus is fully God and man, he has the power to offer us eternal life. 
 
Conclusion 

1. Non-Christians: believe and receive  
2. Christians: grow and share 

 
Benediction 
2 John 3 — 3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus 
Christ the Father’s Son, in truth and love. 
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