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Scripture Reading:  John 2:13-25 
 
Series Setup & Introductory Remarks 
Prayer 
 
Introduction 

● Scene vs. statement: understanding what’s happening? 
● Happens in all four gospels 

○ Matthew (11:17) & Luke (19:46) — My house shall be a house of prayer, but you 
have made it a den of robbers. 

○ Mark (11:17) — Is it not written, “My house shall be called a house of prayer for 
all the nations”? But you have made it a den of robbers. 

 
No Big Idea Yet: we’re going to journey through this passage and ask, “why is Jesus 
causing a scene? What is the statement he’s making?” 
 
Three CAUTIONS — Things This Passage Can Cause 

1. Schism | One temple cleansing or two? 
2. Communism | Is Jesus anti-money? 
3. Bro-ism | Is Jesus just mean and tough? 

 
 
I. Passover | vs. 13-14 (SACRIFICE FOR FREEDOM) 

● Deuteronomy 16:1-2 — 1 “Observe the month of Abib and keep the Passover to the 
LORD your God, for in the month of Abib the LORD your God brought you out of Egypt 
by night. 2 And you shall offer the Passover sacrifice to the LORD your God, from the 
flock or the herd, at the place that the LORD will choose, to make his name dwell there. 

 
Clue #1 — Jesus’ actions here have something to do with Passover sacrifices, freedom 
 
II. Passion | vs. 15-17 (GLORIFY GOD ABOVE ALL) 

● Psalm 69:4, 7-9 — 4 More in number than the hairs of my head are those who hate me 
without cause; mighty are those who would destroy me, those who attack me with 
lies… 7 For it is for your sake that I have borne reproach, that dishonor has covered my 
face. 8 I have become a stranger to my brothers, an alien to my mother’s sons. 9 For zeal 
for your house has consumed me, and the reproaches of those who reproach you have 
fallen on me. 

● Westminster: what is the chief end of man? To glorify God and enjoy him forever. 
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Clue #2 — Jesus’ actions have something to do with having the passion of King David, to 
glorify God above all 
 
 
III. Promise | vs. 18-22 (CONNECTION TO TRANSCENDENCE) 
 
 
Clue #3 — Jesus’ actions have to do with him claiming to be the new temple, where we 
connect to the transcendent 
**Tied back to clue #1, somehow through a sacrifice of himself 
 
IV. Protection | vs. 23-25 (TESTING OF FAITH) 

● Many believed…but he did not entrust himself to them 
● Same word: pisteuo πιστεύω  

New Living Translation — 23 Because of the miraculous signs Jesus did in Jerusalem at the 
Passover celebration, many began to trust in him. 24 But Jesus didn’t trust them, because he 
knew all about people. 25 No one needed to tell him about human nature, for he knew what was 
in each person’s heart. 
 
Clue #4 — Jesus’ actions have something to do with testing people’s faith to see whether or 
not it’s genuine. 
 
Big idea: Jesus’ death will be a new, permanent passover sacrifice resulting in a new, 
permanent temple where those with sincere faith are united with God. 
 
Conclusion 

1. Passover — where do we find our freedom? 
2. Passion — is our desire for God’s glory? 
3. Temple — where do we seek transcendence? 
4. Faith — is it sincere or convenient? 

 
 
 
Benediction | Hebrews 13:20-21 
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good 
that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

2 


