
“Denial, Betrayal, and Love” 
John #43 
John 13:21-38 
November 25, 2018 
 
Scripture Reading: John 13:21-38 
Series Setup & Introductory Remarks 

● Last John sermon until the new year 
Prayer 
 
Introduction 

● Thanksgiving: family and togetherness? Or a dramatic, tension-filled scene? 
 
I. Jesus and his Disciples 

● The Twelve Disciples/Apostles 
○ Disciple: student, learner, follower 
○ Apostle: sent, messenger 

● Naming the twelve  Matthew 10:2-4, Mark 3:16-19, Luke 6:13-16 
○ Simon (Peter) 
○ Andrew (his brother) 
○ James (son of Zebedee) 
○ John (his brother, Sons of Thunder) 
○ Philip 
○ Bartholomew (Nathanael) 
○ Thomas (the Twin) 
○ Matthew (Levi, the tax collector) 
○ James (the son of Alphaeus) 
○ Simon the Zealot 
○ Thaddaeus (Judas the son of James) 
○ Judas Iscariot 

 
I. Awkward Confrontation | vs. 21-29 
 
II. The Challenge of Love | vs. 30-35 

● Leviticus 19:18 — Love your neighbor as you love yourself  
● Newness: love one another just as I have loved you 

 
III. Peter’s Pride | vs. 36-38 
 
Unfaithfulness or Love?  

● Unfaithfulness is easier than love.  
● We choose unfaithfulness over love when we…  
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● R.C. Sproul — All of the disciples, every one of them, would abandon Him in the night. 
Despite the best of intentions, they did not have the strength to stand firm for Jesus. 
We, too, are equally prone to fall. In fact, every time we sin, we commit cosmic treason 
against our Lord and Savior. The failures of Judas, of Peter, and of their fellow disciples 
should cause us to fall to our knees in surrender, asking Christ to cause us to stand. 
Only by His power will we remain loyal to Him. 

 
Jesus Chooses Love 

● Jesus dies on the cross before he and Peter reconcile | Romans 5:8  
● God’s love is greater than our unfaithfulness. | Lamentations 3:22-24 

 
Going Forward 

● We can trust in Jesus’ faithfulness 
● We should trust in Jesus’ faithfulness | everybody lets us down (including ourselves!) 
● We grow by trusting in Jesus’ faithfulness 

 
 
Benediction 
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 — 23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely. And 
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he will do it. 
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