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Scripture Reading:  John 19:6-16 
 
Introduction 
Proverbs 29  25 The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is safe.  

● Ed Welch — Regarding other people, our problem is that we need them (for ourselves) 
more than we love them (for the glory of God.).  The task God sets for us is to need them 
less and love them more. 

 
Big Idea: Fear of man kills; fear of the Lord gives life. 
 
Crucify Him | vs. 6-7 

● Leviticus 24  16 Whoever blasphemes the name of the Lord shall surely be put to death. 
 
Pilate’s Fear | vs. 8-9 

● Why is Pilate so afraid? 
○ Wife’s dream? | Matthew 27:19-20 
○ Threats from Caesar? | Son of God 
○ Could Jesus be divine? | R.C.H. Lenski 

■ R.C.H. Lenski — Actual fear gripped Pilate. The indefinite feeling that he had 
all along now received definite support. Turning, his eyes searched the face 
and the figure at his side, and the thought shot through his mind: What if 
“this word” of the Jews were true? Like a flash it shot through Pilate’s mind 
that “this word” might, indeed, be the key to everything. 

 
Jesus’ Confidence | vs. 10-11 

1. All authority belongs to God. 
2. Not all sin is the same. 

 
Power Play | vs. 12-13 
 
The Leaders’ Fear | vs. 14-16 
 
Identity and Reality 

● Fear of the Lord | God defines us 
● Fear of man | People define us 
● Tough Guy Confidence | Detachment 
● Tough Girl Confidence | Self-definition 
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Right Judgment 
1 Corinthians 4  3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any 
human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4 For I am not aware of anything against myself, 
but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. 
 
Painful Traps 

● Head | Justification and compromise 
● Heart | Anxiety and isolation 
● Hands | Sinful actions 

 
Jesus Feared God | vs. 9-11 

● Isaiah 53  7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a 
lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he 
opened not his mouth.  

● Charles Spurgeon — He only had to have lifted his eye to heaven, or to have felt a wrathful 
wish, and legions of angels would have chased out the ribald soldiers; one flash of a 
seraph’s wing and Herod would have been eaten by worms, and Pilate would have died the 
death he well deserved as an unjust judge. The hill of the cross might have become a 
volcano’s mouth to swallow up the whole multitude who stood there jesting and jeering at 
him. But no, nothing of the kind. There was no display of power, or rather there was so 
great a display of power over himself that he did not use his might against his bitterest 
foes; he restrained Omnipotence itself with a strength which can never be measured, for 
his mighty love availed even to restrain divine wrath. 

 
Help from Ed Welch 

● “Big God” understanding | Fear of the Lord 
● Delight in God | Enjoying relationship with him 
● Examine your “needs” | Self-assessment 
● Love people | Enemies, neighbors, family 

 
 
Benediction 
1 Corinthians 15  58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always 
excelling in the Lord’s work, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
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