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Scripture Reading:  John 7:53-8:11 
Series Setup & Introductory Remarks 
Prayer 
 
SERMON 1 | IS THIS SCRIPTURE? 
 
I. Not Part of John 

1. Not in the earliest manuscripts 
2. Not in the earliest’ commentaries 
3. Awkward fit in John’s narrative 
4. Doesn’t match John’s style 
5. Appears in other gospels | Andreas Kostenberger — This pericope represents a floating 

narrative in search of a gospel home, whether Luke or John, but which was almost 
certainly not part of John’s original gospel. 

 
D.A. Carson — Despite the best efforts…to prove that this narrative was originally part of 
John’s Gospel, the evidence is against [them], and modern English versions are right to rule it 
off from the rest of the text (NIV) or to relegate it to a footnote (RSV). 
 
II. Objection: We Can’t Trust the Bible 
Dan Brown (DaVinci Code) — The Bible “has evolved through countless translations, additions, 
and revisions. History has never had a definitive version of the book.” 

1. Historical attestment 
a. Dan Wallace — On the basis of manuscript evidence, we have over 1,000x more 

evidence that Jesus of Nazareth existed than we do that Alexander the Great 
existed. 

2. Christian Doctrine of Scripture | Not golden tablets 
 
For further study: 

1. www.csntm.org 
2. Dr. Dan Wallace - Is the New Testament We Have Now What They Wrote Then? 
3. Jesus Sends, Mark 16:12-20 | Pastor Shane, April 12, 2015 
4. Fragments of Truth documentary 

 
III. Truthful Tradition 
D.A. Carson — On the other hand, there is little reason for doubting that the event here 
described occurred, even if in its written form it did not in the beginning belong to the 
canonical books. 
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1. Story is referenced by very early sources 
2. Common “conflict” story 
3. Similar themes in the other gospels  

 
Rodney Whitacre — It appears to have been a well-known story, one of many that circulated 
orally from the beginning yet that none of the Gospel writers were led to include. But some in 
the later church thought this one was too good to leave out…modern scholarship, although 
concluding firmly that it was not a part of John’s Gospel originally, has generally recognized 
that this story describes an event from the life of Christ. Furthermore, it is as well written and as 
theologically profound as anything else in the Gospels. 
 
SERMON 2: GO AND SIN NO MORE 
John 1:17 — For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 
 
I. Trapping Jesus (Law of Moses) | 7:53-8:6a 
*Deut. 22, Lev. 20 — BOTH put to death 
 
II. Radical Grace | vs. 6b-9 

● Reference to Deuteronomy 13:8-11 
 
III. Radical Change | vs. 10-11 
 
What We Can Learn 
1) Sexual sin is serious because it’s such a precious gift 
2) Mercy >2 justice (love is the goal of the law) | James 2:10-13, Romans 13:8-10 

● Ray Ortlund — We revere the Ten Commandments. But we will not spend eternity 
shouting "Worthy is the Law!" but "Worthy is the Lamb!" 

3) Radical grace leads to radical change 
● Romans 2:4 — God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance 

 
Application | How Do You Respond When…  

1. ...when you see others' sinfulness?  
2. ...when caught in your own sin? 
3. ...when sinned against by others?  
4. ...when instructed to follow and obey? 

 
 
 
Benediction 
2 Corinthians 13:14 — The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
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