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“How Secure is Your Salvation?” 

John #31 

John 10:22-31 

June 10, 2018 

 

Scripture Reading:  John 10:22-31 

 

Introduction 

● Sam Storms — Ask yourself this question: If Jesus wanted to teach eternal security, 

how could he have done it better or more explicitly than the way he does it here? If you 

yourself wanted to assert eternal security, how could you do it better than by using the 

words of Jesus in John 10? 

● For many people, the subject of eternal security is no theoretical doctrinal debate; 
it's a pressing reality in their daily lives. 

 
I. Historical Context | Feast of Dedication (Hanukkah) 

● Return from exile | 539 BC 

● Antiochus Epiphanes persecution | 168 BC 

● Maccabean revolt | 167 BC 

● Temple rededicated | 164 BC 

● 1 Maccabees 4:52-58 

 
II. A Strong Shepherd-King 

● N.T. Wright — Every time the Jewish people celebrated Hanukkah, they not only 

thought about God and liberation. They not only thanked God for having the Temple 

back again. They also thought about kings, and how they became kings. And here is 

Jesus, walking in the Temple during the festival of Hanukkah, talking about the good 

shepherd, the real shepherd, the king who would come and show all the others up as a 

bunch of thieves and brigands. Never let it be thought that Jesus’ message was 

anything other than controversial—and dangerous. Never forget that the famous ‘good 

shepherd’ chapter ends up with people trying to stone Jesus to death. 
 
Big Idea: Those who belong to Jesus are perfectly secure 

 

III. Secure Salvation 
1. As secure as “given” | vs. 29 

2. As secure as “never” | vs. 28 

3. As secure as “no one” 

4. As secure as God himself | vs. 29-30 

a. D.A. Carson —  If the Father is greater than all things or persons, there is no 

force or being sufficient to sever the relation between the true believer and Jesus 

Christ. In short, as Paul would say to the Colossian believers, “your life is now 

hidden with Christ in God.” There can be no greater security 
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IV. Why the Objections? 

1. Some people are wolves and robbers 

2. The devil takes what he can 

3. Some people are well-meaning with valid objections 

 

V. Valid Objections 

1. Doesn’t eternal security negate free will? 

a. William Cowper — To see the law by Christ fulfilled, to hear his pardoning voice 

can a slave into a son and duty into choice...When all my servile works were 

done, a righteousness to raise, now freely chosen in the Son I freely choose his 

ways. 

2. Doesn’t eternal security encourage sin? 

a. No! Romans 6 

3. Doesn’t eternal security ignore warning passages? 

a. No! God’s word is effective 

4. I know people who have stopped believing 

a. You have to wait until the end of the story 

 

VI. How Can I Experience This Assurance 

1. Respond to the gospel call | my sheep hear my voice 

2. Get your foundations straight | Ephesians 2:4-9 

3. Put your faith in God’s grace, not your faith 

a. J.D. Greer — Faith is not the absence of doubt; it is continuing to follow Jesus in 
the midst of doubt. 

4. Entrust yourself to community | sheep is plural 

 

Spurgeon — Are we not members of his body? Shall Christ be dismembered? shall he every 

now and then be losing one limb and another? Can you suppose that Christ is maimed? I 

scarcely like to think, much less to express the thought, of here or there an eye, or a foot, or an 

ear wanting to complete the perfection of his mystic person. No! it shall not be. Members of the 

body of Christ shall be so vitally quickened by the heart, and by himself the head, that they 

shall continue to live, because he lives. When a man stands in water, the flood might naturally 

have power to drown him, but as long as his head remains above water, the stream cannot 

possibly drown his feet or his hands; and because Christ, the head, cannot die, cannot be 

destroyed, all the floods that shall come upon the members of his body shall 

not—cannot—destroy them. 

 

Benediction 
Jude vs. 2425 —  24  Now to him who is able to keep us from stumbling and to present us 
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy,  25  to the only God, our Savior, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and 
forever. Amen. 
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