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Series Setup & Introductory Remarks 
Prayer 
 
Introduction 
Big Idea: We are all Lazarus: dead and hopeless, then made alive by Jesus! 

● Like Lazarus, we are all dead and hopeless without Jesus 
● Like Lazarus, a testimony to Jesus and the power of resurrection 
● Progression: Lazarus is raised > Jesus is raised > we are all raised 

 
I. Raising of Lazarus | 11:38-44 

● Gary M. Burge — This note is significant. There was a well-known Jewish belief 
(attested from about a.d. 200) that the soul of a dead person remained in the vicinity of 
the body “hoping to reenter it” for three days, but once decomposition set in, the soul 
departed. John wants us to know clearly that Lazarus is truly dead and that the miracle 
of Jesus cannot be construed as a resuscitation. 

● Psalm 16:8-10 — 8 I always let the LORD guide me. Because he is at my right hand, I 
will not be shaken. 9 Therefore my heart is glad and my whole being rejoices; my body 
also rests securely. 10 For you will not abandon me to Sheol; you will not allow your 
faithful one to see decay. 

 
II. Raising of Jesus  

1. Lazarus’ raising is a sign | John 2:11, 4:54 
a. N.T. Wright — We cannot but connect the two, the fate of Lazarus and the fate 

of Jesus. We cannot but suppose that Jesus, in praying for Lazarus and then 
raising him to life, was aware that he was walking towards his own death, and 
praying his way into the father’s will for what would happen thereafter. 

2. Lazarus' raising ≠ Jesus' resurrection  
3. Jesus will never die again Romans 6:8-9, Revelation 1:5  
4. Jesus' resurrection is the lynchpin 1 Corinthians 15:12-19 

 
III. Raising of Us All 

1. Jesus, first of many resurrections | 1 Cor. 15:20-22, Isaiah 26:19  
2. Raised spiritually now, physically later | Colossians 3:1-4  
3. Every person will be raised | Daniel 12:2, John 5:25-29 
4. People were created for immortality 

a. C.S. Lewis — It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and 
goddesses, to remember that the dullest and most uninteresting person you talk 
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to may one day be a creature which, if you saw it now, you would be strongly 
tempted to worship, or else a horror and a corruption such as you now meet, if 
at all, only in a nightmare. All day long we are, in some degree, helping each 
other to one or other of these destinations. It is in the light of these 
overwhelming possibilities, it is with the awe and circumspection proper to 
them, that we should conduct all our dealings with one another, all friendships, 
all loves, all play, all politics. There are no ordinary people. You have never 
talked to a mere mortal…It is immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, 
snub, and exploit—immortal horrors or everlasting splendors…Next to the 
Blessed Sacrament itself, your neighbor is the holiest object presented to your 
senses. 

 
Eternity is a pressing, real issue to consider deeply. 
 
Responding to These Truths 

1. Most important: trust in Jesus 
2. Share Jesus 
3. Take heart in the present 

 
 
Benediction 
Hebrews 13:20-21 — Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with 
everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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