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Introduction 
Nobody likes being judged | Two level: ultimate judgment, daily judgment(s) 
 
The Summary Speech | vs. 44-50 
Jesus is saying... 

1. Even if you don’t believe me, I don’t judge you 
2. My mission is to save, not judge 
3. But if you don’t believe me, you will be judged 
4. My words themselves will judge you 
5. My words are the very words of God 

 
What does the word “judge” mean? 

1. Verb κρίνω / krino 
a. In the New Testament: 115 appearances. 
b. Translated as: judge, condemn, decide, trial/tried, esteem, determine, law, sue, 

pronounce. 
c. In John: 20 appearances 

2. Noun κρίσις / krisis 
a. In the New Testament: 47 appearances. 
b. Translated as: judgement, justice, sentence, condemnation. 
c. In John: 11 appearances 

3. Noun κρίμα / krima 
a. In the New Testament: 27 appearances 
b. Translated as: judgement, condemnation, sentence, lawsuit, penalty 
c. In John: 1 appearance 

 
The Johannine Conundrum 
1) Did Jesus come to judge or not? | John 12:47, 3:17, 9:39 
2) Is Jesus the judge or is the Father? | John 5:22, 8:16, 8:50 
3) When is the judgment, now or later? | John 12:48, 5:28-29, 12:31 
 
God’ Judgment 

1. The world is a broken place  
2. God is the rightful judge 
3. Jesus is God's agent 
4. Jesus' mission is salvation | John 12:47 
5. Judgment becomes inevitable | John 12:48 
6. Jesus’ mission inevitably brings judgment 

1 



a. N.T. Wright — When the only light is a murky grey, people can shuffle to and fro 
from semi-darkness to semi-light without noticing much difference. But when 
the light shines brightly, even though it has come with the aim of rescuing and 
healing, of loving people back to life, it means that when people choose 
darkness there can be no question that that is indeed what they have chosen. 
The result is sadly clear. When Jesus speaks the words of love, the words of 
God, the words that would heal the world, people who reject those words will 
find themselves confronted in the end, not by Jesus himself, but by those very 
words, the words they have heard, the words they can’t pretend they didn’t 
hear. The words themselves will be judges, will rise up and condemn them. 

b. Rodney Whitacre — Jesus does not come to condemn, but condemnation 
occurs as people reject him—they stand self-condemned. 

7. Judgment begins with the cross 
8. Judgment culminates on the last day 

 
Human Judgment 

1. Humans are created in God’s image  
2. There are right and wrong actions 
3. There are right and wrong beliefs 
4. There are safe and harmful people 
5. Humans must make judgment calls 

Link: Daily judgments remind us of ultimate judgment. 
 
Rubber Hits the Road 

1. When we condemn others, we show that we don't really trust Jesus to be the judge. 
2. When we condemn others, we show that we have forgotten how much mercy we have 

received. | James 2:12-13 
3. When we are upset by the judgments of others, we show that we have forgotten our 

status before God. | Romans 8:1-4 
○ Martin Luther — So when the devil throws your sins in your face and declares 

that you deserve death and hell, tell him this: "I admit that I deserve death and 
hell, what of it? For I know One who suffered and made satisfaction on my 
behalf. His name is Jesus Christ, Son of God, and where He is, there I shall be 
also. 

4. Judge other Christians as new creations | 2 Corinthians 5:16-17 
 
Benediction 
Romans 11:33, 36 — 33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 36 For from him and through him 
and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 
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Appendix A. Analysis of John | Three Words Used for Judge / Condemn 
Yellow = κρίνω / krino  
Blue = κρίσις / krisis 
Red = κρίμα / krima 
 

1. Conversation with Nicodemus 
a. 3:17-19 — 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Whoever believes in 
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is 
the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness 
rather than the light because their works were evil. 

2. Healed the invalid at the pool, claimed to be God, he talks about being one with God 
a. 5:22-30 — 22 For the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the 

Son, 23 that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does 
not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. 24 Truly, truly, I say 
to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. 
He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life…27 And he 
has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 28 

Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will 
hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of 
life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. 30 “I can do 
nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek 
not my own will but the will of him who sent me. 

3. Jesus delayed, then goes up to the feast of booths. 
a. Crowd says, “you have a demon!” 7:24 — 24 Do not judge by appearances, but 

judge with right judgment. 
b. Pharisees are arguing about him. 7:50-51 — 50 Nicodemus, who had gone to him 

before, and who was one of them, said to them, 51 “Does our law judge a man 
without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?” 

4. Woman caught in adultery 
a. 8:10-11 — 10 Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no 

one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I 
condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.” 

5. Arguing With Pharisees 
a. 8:15-16 — 15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I do 

judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who **judge, but I and the Father 
who sent me. 

b. **Not in the Greek, supplied in English to make the reading easier 
c. 8:25-27 — 25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Just 

what I have been telling you from the beginning. 26 I have much to say about you 
and much to judge, but he who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I 
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have heard from him.” 27 They did not understand that he had been speaking to 
them about the Father. 

d. 8:48-50 — 48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a 
Samaritan and have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but 
I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50 Yet I do not seek my own glory; there 
is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 

6. Healing of the blind man, Pharisees are upset 
a. 9:39 — 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do 

not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” 
7. Last week 

a. 12:31 — Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be 
cast out. 

8. Today’s passage 
a. 12:47-48 — 47 If anyone hears my words and does not keep them, I do not judge 

him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 The one who 
rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have 
spoken will judge him on the last day. 

9. When the Holy Spirit comes 
a. 16:8-11 — 8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and 

righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in 
me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me 
no longer; 11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 

10. On trial before Pilate 
a. 18:30-32 — 30 They answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would not 

have delivered him over to you.” 31 Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and 
judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put 
anyone to death.” 32 This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show 
by what kind of death he was going to die. 
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