
“Living as Exiles” 
Daniel #1 
Daniel 1:1-21 
August 25, 2019 
 
Scripture Reading:  Daniel 1:1-7 
 
Introduction 
Have you ever just wanted to go home? 
 
How Did We Get Here? 

1. The call of Abraham | Genesis 12 
2. Joseph in Egypt | Genesis 37-50 
3. The exodus | Exodus 1-14 
4. The land covenant | Deuteronomy 30:15-18 
5. Chaos and judges | Judges 21:25 
6. Prosperity and Solomon | 1 Kings 4:20-25 
7. Civil war | 1 Kings 12 
8. Bad kings and rebellion | Kings and Chronicles 
9. Prophetic warnings | Jeremiah 25 
10. Assyria captures the northern tribes | 2 Kings 15-18  

 
Until One Day | vs. 1-2 
 
Songs of Lament 

● Lamentations 1:1-3 
● Psalm 137:1-3 

 
Political Tactics | vs. 3-5 
 
New Names | vs. 6-7 
Sharon Pace — Throughout the Bible, renaming typically occurred to indicate that person’s new 
status or function. The renaming of Daniel and his friends potentially evidences a profound 
change. Each of their original Hebrew names is theophoric, that is, derived from one of the names 
of the God of Israel. Yet the Babylonian official gives them names in honor of the gods of Babylon. 
These names are symbols not only of the oppressor’s culture, but also of the very gods that the 
Babylonians believed granted them such power. 
 
Names and Meaning 

● Daniel = God is my judge | Belteshazzar = Bel (Marduk) 
● Hananiah = The Lord is gracious | Shadrach = Command of Aku 
● Mishael = Who is like God? | Meshach = Who is like Aku? 
● Azariah = The Lord is my helper | Abednego = Servantt of Nabu 
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Sharon Pace — The youths have been captured, brought to a foreign land, enslaved for palace 
service, forced to be “re-acculturated” for three years, and renamed to honor the idols of despots 
and to symbolize their expected assimilation. Their survival requires tenacity under pressing 
challenges. 
 
The First Test | vs. 8-13 
 
Vindication | vs. 14-16 
James Montgomery Boice — Do you find it a very little thing? Do you see Daniel’s decision as the 
immaturity and foolishness of youth? Would you have acted as Daniel and his friends did in these 
circumstances, or would you have gone along with your great benefactor’s desires?…Well, it was a 
small thing. Yet that is just the point. For it is in the small matters that great victories are won. This 
is where decisions to live a holy life are made—not in the big things (though they come if the little 
things are neglected), but in the details of life.   
 
Wisdom and Favor | vs. 17-21 
 
Big Idea/Question 
How does one live for God in a hostile culture? 
 
In a Hostile Culture 

1. Fight | resist, attack, conspire 
2. Flight | hide out and shut down 
3. Faithfulness | Jeremiah 29:4-14 

 
God’s Promises 

1. Return to the land  
2. Restoration of the temple 
3. His presence with them 
4. God’s wise King ruling over them 
5. New hearts that would obey 

 
God’s Promises Fulfilled  

1. Jesus came to Israel 
2. Jesus restored the temple in himself 
3. Jesus is “God with us” 
4. Jesus is the only wise king 
5. Jesus gives us new hearts 

 
Christians in Exile  

1. Exiles, chosen and dispersed | 1 Peter 1:1 
2. The “world” is under the power of the evil one | 1 John 5:19 
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3. Our citizenship is in heaven | Philippians 3:20 
4. We wait for the lasting city | Hebrews 13:14 
5. Live as exiles while we wait | 1 Peter 1:17, 2:11 

 
Conclusion 

1. Remember that God is in control 
2. Seek the welfare of our city 
3. Be faithful in the little things 

 
 
Benediction | From Hebrews 13:14-16 
Here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. Through Jesus, let us continually 
offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Let us not neglect 
to do good and to share what we have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
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