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Series Setup & Introductory Remarks 
Prayer 
 
Introduction 
This passage brings up some BIG questions:  

● Will I be accepted? 
● What defines my life? 
● Am I enough? 

 
I. Will I Be Accepted? | vs. 20-23 

1. “The Greeks” 
2. Philp & Andrew 
3. Jesus 

a. Rodney Whitacre — Quite often Jesus has responded to questions and 
situations with cryptic sayings, and this is no exception. When Andrew and 
Philip announce the coming of the Greeks something wondrous happens. It 
triggers the moment the reader has been anticipating since the story began: 
Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” As with all 
his cryptic sayings, this response addresses the issue, but it does so in ways 
incomprehensible at the time. He does not speak directly to the Greeks, but he 
speaks of their place in his community in the future. For he reveals that it is time 
for his death to take place, through which a great crop will be produced as he 
draws all men to himself. Thus, verse 24 answers the Greeks indirectly, for 
through his death he “will become accessible for them as the exalted Lord” 
(Bultmann). 

4. Jesus: God will accept you on the basis of my life/death/resurrection 
 
II. What Defines My Life? | vs. 24-25 

1. Universal principle: things have to die in order for new things to come to life 
2. Specific principle: Jesus is going to die to bring new life 
3. Problem: like little kids, we grab at life to gain it 
4. Jesus says, “give your life away.”  

 
III. Am I Enough? | vs. 26 

1. In Jesus, the work is finished. In Christ = you are enough | 1 Peter 1:18-19 
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Big Idea: Because Jesus loves us, accepts us, and calls us worthy, we are free to give our 
lives away in his service. 
 
Find Your Calling 
*What I don’t mean: become a pastor, or missionary, or quit your job 

1. Vocation doesn’t mean job, it means “calling” 
2. Every Christian has a vocation: 1) salvation, 2) specific purpose, 3) daily needs 
3. Every Christian has something to invest: 1) time, 2) treasure, 3) talent 

 
Getting Practical 

1. Personal: invest in someone 
2. Church: serve team, recurring giving 
3. Community: foster support group, PRC, homeless outreach 
4. Nations: financial support, Mexico interest 

 
Prayer 
God, your Word declares that the life that is laid down in faith will be raised and produce a 
great harvest. This we celebrate as we proclaim: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again 
We remember and praise you for the saints and martyrs of this and every age. Their lives, like 
seeds, dropped to the ground, yet their witness has borne fruit and enables us to say: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again 
We pray for your church throughout the world and for that part to which we belong, that it may 
be ready to spend and to be spent in your service, that the love of self-preservation may be set 
aside, that the deaths you demand of it may be embraced joyfully, and that through all it may 
proclaim:  

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again 
Our lives and all that we count important, we surrender to your will and purpose. For we cannot 
know the glory of Christ’s resurrection if we do not have the fellowship of sufferings. And we 
cannot expect to gather the Kingdom’s harvest if we do not sow the Kingdom’s seed. In us and 
through us, may your Spirit proclaim: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
Benediction 
Go now, to serve Christ and follow him. Let your old life fall like a grain of wheat into the earth 
so that you may bear much fruit as you allow God to reshape your heart and live in obedience 
to the law written within you. 
 
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the name of Christ. Amen. 
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