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Scripture Reading:  John 14:15-24 
 
Series Setup & Introductory Remarks 
Prayer 
 
Introduction 

● Is there any word we like less than “obey”? Submit, keep my commandments, do what I say. 
 
Upper Room 

● 14:15 — If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
● 14:21 — Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. 
● 14:23-24 — If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we 

will come to him and make our home with him. Whoever does not love me does not keep 
my words. 

● 15:10 — If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 

● 15:14 — You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
● 17:6 — I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the world. 

Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 
 
Why We Don’t Like Obedience 

1. We are prideful 
2. We are injured 
3. We are ignorant 

 
About Obedience 

1. Love and action are connected | 14:15 
2. Relationship with God does not start with our obedience 

a. Jesus obeyed first | John 14:28, 31; Romans 5:19 
b. Jesus loved first | John 15:16, 1 John 4:19 
c. The cross displays Jesus’ perfect obedience and love 

3. Christians keep Jesus’ word and commandments 
a. D.A. Carson — The parallels that tie together ‘what I command,’ ‘commands,’ and 

‘my teaching,’ and ‘my words’ suggest to some that more is at stake than Jesus’ 
ethical commands. What the one who loves Jesus will observe is not simply an 
array of discrete ethical injunctions, but the entire revelation from the Father, 
revelation holistically conceived. Nevertheless the plural forms (‘commands’, 
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entolai) likely focus on the individual components of Jesus’ requirements, while the 
singular ‘teaching’ (logos) focus on the Christ-revelation as a comprehensive whole. 

b. Word = entirety of Jesus’ message | John 14:23-24, 17:6 
c. Commandments = ethical instructions | 14:15, 14:21 

4. True obedience is motivated by love and joy | John 15:12-14 
5. True obedience leads to love and joy 15:10-11 

a. C.S. Lewis — God made us: invented us as a man invents an engine. A car is made to 
run on petrol, and it would not run properly on anything else. Now God designed 
the human machine to run on Himself. He Himself is the fuel our spirits were 
designed to burn, or the food our spirits were designed to feed on. There is no 
other. That is why it is just no good asking God to make us happy in our own way 
without bothering about religion. God cannot give us a happiness and peace apart 
from Himself, because it is not there. 

 
Conclusion 

1. Prideful — prayer 
2. Injured — counsel 
3. Ignorant — study 
4. Keep Jesus’ obedience at the center!  

 
Benediction 
Romans 16:25-27 — 25 Now to him who is able to strengthen us according to the gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ…according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the 
obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
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