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Introduction 

● Misinformation about the Magi abounds 
● Wise men = Magoi, Magus in singular 
● Matthew is a very political book 

 
Wise Men in General 

● Royal advisors | all nations 
● Science and superstition | no distinction 
● Often ethnic | one specific tribe 

 
Magi in Specific 
*Herodotus — Greek historian, 400’s BC 
**Aristotle — Greek philosopher, 300’s BC 

● Iranian Tribe | Median-Persian empire 
○ Histories of Herodotus 1.101 — Deiokes collected the Medes into a nation, and 

ruled over them alone. Now these are the tribes of which they consist: the 
Busae, the Paretaceni, the Struchates, the Arizanti, the Budii, and the Magi. 

○ Ancient people. Aristotle says that the Magi tribe is older than Egypt. 
● Religious leaders | in charge of worship 
● Political power | Not kings, but kingmakers 

 
Daniel, the Jewish Magus 

● Exiled to Babylon | Daniel 1:1-3 
● Trained as a Magus | Daniel 1:3-7 
● Rises to the top | Daniel 1:17-20 
● Interprets Nebuchadnezzar's dream | Daniel 2:1-45 
● Becomes the chief of the Magi | Daniel 2:47-48  
● Survives the change of empire | Babylon, Median-Persian empire 

 
*Magi would have been significantly influenced by this Jewish prophet, Daniel.  
**Numbers 24:17 — a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel. 
 
Troubling Arrival | vs. 1-3 
Herod’s Ignorance | vs. 4-6 
Secret Meeting | vs. 7-8 
Following Yonder Star | vs. 9-10 
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Worshipping the King | vs. 11-12 
 
Chad Ashby — At Jesus’s birth, recognize how the tables have turned. This time, a star led the 
Magi into exile, sojourning in search of the scepter rising out of Israel. This time, they do not 
find a man seated at the right hand of Pharaoh or Nebuchadnezzar, but a child seated on his 
mother’s lap. As they bow and worship, they become the first to recognize the end from the 
beginning. This child would surpass both Daniel and Joseph as chief of the magi: “And Jesus 
came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me’” (Matthew 
28:18). 
 
Following the Magi 

1. Jesus is the king that every heart desires 
i. Tacitus, Histories 5.13 — In most [Roman people], there was a firm 

persuasion, that in the ancient records of their priests was contained a 
prediction of how at this very time the East was to grow powerful, and 
rulers, coming from Judea, were to acquire a universal empire. (70AD) 

ii. Suetonius, Life of Vespasian 4.5 — There had spread over all the Orient 
an old and established belief, that it was fated for men coming from 
Judea to rule the world. (121AD) 

iii. Galatians 4:4-5 — 4 …when the fullness of time had come, God sent 
forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 

2. Jesus’ kingdom is for all people | 1 Kings 10:1-2, Psalm 72:10-11, Isaiah 60:6 
3. King Jesus requires all we have and all we are 

 
The Carol 
We three kings of Orient are bearing gifts we traverse afar 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star 
Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown Him again 
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign 
Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh 
Prayer and praising, voices raising, worshiping God on high 
Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom 
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone cold tomb 
Glorious now behold Him arise, king and God and sacrifice 
Alleluia, alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies 
 
Benediction | Psalm 22:27-28 
27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the 
nations shall worship before you. 28 For kingship belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the 
nations. 
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