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Scripture Reading:  John 18:33-38a 
 
Introduction 

● John’s gospel is more political than we might at first think 
 
Big Idea: Like Jesus, Christians are not of the world, but for the world. 
 
The Trial Continues | vs. 28 
 
Who is Pilate? 

1. Written about by Josephus and Philo  
2. Ruled Judea AD 26—36 
3. Gary Burge — He was a brutal ruler whose atrocities against the Jews were legendary. As a 

member of Rome’s lower nobility he was always aware of his vulnerabilities and so 
controlled Judea harshly, with an eye on the pleasure of his masters in Rome 

 
Lifted Up | vs. 29-32 
 
Jesus Lifted Up 

● John 3:14-15 (ESV) — 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

● John 12:32-33 (ESV) — 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.” 33 He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 

 
Hung on a Tree 

● Deuteronomy 21:23 — …the one who is hung on a tree is cursed by God. 
 
Bore Our Curse 

● Galatians 3:13-14 (ESV) —  13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— 14 so that in 
Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive 
the promised Spirit through faith.  

 
A Different Kingdom | vs. 33-36 
 
What Is Truth? | vs. 37-38a  
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Release Barabbas | vs. 38b-40 
● NET Bible Commentary — It is possible that Barabbas was merely a robber or highwayman, 

but more likely, given the use of the term ληστής (lēstēs) in Josephus and other early 
sources, that he was a guerrilla warrior or revolutionary leader…The word λῃστής was 
used a number of times by Josephus to describe the revolutionaries or guerrilla fighters 
who, from mixed motives of nationalism and greed, kept the rural districts of Judea in 
constant turmoil. 

 
Violent Coronation | 19:1-5 

● Gary Burge — Roman law recognized three types of flogging: fustigatio, flagellatio, and 
verberatio, each representing ascending levels of severity, although it is uncertain if the 
Gospel’s original readers would have understood these differences. The lowest form 
(fustigatio) was reserved for troublemakers who simply needed to be punished and warned. 
The third level (verberatio) was the most severe and served as a part of a capital sentence, 
generally as a preparation for crucifixion. No doubt when Jesus is prepared for crucifixion 
in Mark 15:15, this severe beating is what Mark has in mind…In the present scene Pilate 
chooses to employ fustigatio, a beating, not only to teach Jesus to be more prudent in the 
future, but to satisfy the crowds who are demanding his death. 

 
J.C. Ryle — We see a Roman Governor—a man of rank and high position, an imperial 
representative of the most powerful nation on earth, a man who ought to have been the fountain 
of justice and equity—halting between two opinions in a case as clear as the sun at noonday. We 
see him knowing what was right, and yet afraid to act up to his knowledge; convinced in his own 
conscience that he ought to acquit the prisoner before him, and yet afraid to do it lest he should 
displease His accusers…Never perhaps did human nature make such a contemptible exhibition. 
Never was there a name so justly handed down to a world's scorn as the name which is embalmed 
in all our creeds: the name of Pontius Pilate. 
 
Interacting With Earthly Kingdoms 
Every earthly institution is a mixture of good and bad. 
 
Citizens of the kingdom…  
…embody the best of any earthly institution 
…act as a mirror for the institution to see its flaws 
…don’t fit neatly into the categories of earthly institutions 
 
For the World, Not of the World 

1. Individuals 
2. Families and groups 
3. Local churches 
4. Regional partnerships 
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Conclusion 
● We must keep our eyes on Jesus, not the world. 
● Charles Spurgeon — Behold and see, was there ever sorrow like unto his sorrow that is 

done unto him? All ye that pass by draw near and look upon this spectacle of grief, unique, 
unparalleled, a wonder to men and angels, a prodigy unmatched. Behold the Emperor of 
Woe who had no equal or rival in his agonies! Gaze upon him, ye mourners, for if there be 
not consolation in a crucified Christ there is no joy in earth or heaven. If in the ransom price 
of his blood there be not hope, ye harps of heaven, there is no joy in you, and the right hand 
of God shall know no pleasures for evermore. We have only to sit more continually at the 
cross foot to be less troubled with our doubts and woes…If we would live aright it must be 
by the contemplation of his death; if we would rise to dignity, it must be by considering his 
humiliation and his sorrow. 

 
Benediction 
Psalm 145:10-13a (ESV)  — 10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, and all your saints 
shall bless you! 11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power, 12 to make 
known to the children of man your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 13 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
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