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Scripture Reading:  Daniel 4:24-27 
 
Introduction 

● Trees can be incredibly powerful. 
 
Good vs. Bad Pride 

1. Esteem for others | 2 Thessalonians 1:4 
2. Healthy self-respect | Philippians 2:16 
3. Sinful pride | lowering God, elevating self 

 
Big idea:  “…those who walk in pride he is able to humble.” 
 
The Letter of Nebuchadnezzar | vs. 1-3 
 
Another Dream | vs. 4-7 
 
Daniel Is Called | vs. 8-9 
 
A Great Tree | vs. 10-18 
 
Change Your Ways | vs. 19-27 
 
Opportunity to Change | Jeremiah 18:7 
 
Persistent Pride | vs. 28-30 
Stephen R. Miller — Nebuchadnezzar referred to the city as “the great Babylon”, and indeed it was 
great. Babylon was one of the preeminent cities of history and during Nebuchadnezzar’s reign 
undoubtedly was the most magnificent (and probably the largest) city on earth. Herodotus, the 
ancient Greek historian, visited Babylon about one hundred years after Nebuchadnezzar’s time 
and was overwhelmed by its grandeur. Over two hundred years later, Alexander the Great 
planned to make the city the headquarters for his vast empire…Babylon also boasted the famous 
“hanging gardens,” which the ancient Greeks considered one of the seven wonders of the world. 
According to the Babylonian historian Berosus, Nebuchadnezzar constructed these for his wife 
(Amytis) who had left the mountains of her native Media for the alluvial plains of Babylonia. Her 
husband, in effect, built a mountain in the city to remind his wife of her homeland. “These were 
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elevated gardens, high enough to be seen beyond the city walls. They boasted many different 
kinds of plants and palm trees. Ingenious hoists had been contrived by which to raise water to the 
high terraces from the Euphrates River.” From the roof of his palace the king gazed out upon all of 
this grandeur, and his heart became filled with pride. 
 
Like a Beast | vs. 31-33 
Carl Jung — A stubborn woman dreamed she was attending an important social occasion. She was 
greeted by the hostess with the words: "How nice that you could come. All your friends are here, 
and they are waiting for you." The hostess then led her to the door and opened it, and the dreamer 
stepped through – into a cowshed! (Man and His Symbols) 
 
Choon-Leong Seow — The tree that had been at the center of the earth and that provided for 
animals of the earth is now a tethered animal that receives its provisions from heaven. 
 
Humility and Restoration | vs. 34-37 
 
Did we just watch Nebuchadnezzar get saved? | Daniel 4:3, 34-35 
 
Rejecting Pride 

1. Pride harms relationship with God | James 4:6 
2. Pride harms relationship with others | 1 Corinthians 13:4 
3. Pride harms self-perception | Romans 12:3-8 
4. Encountering God destroys pride 

 
God, Pride, and Trees 

1. Pride at the foot of a tree | Genesis 3 
2. Promise of being planted like a tree | Exodus 15:17 
3. Warning of being uprooted | Deuteronomy 29:28 
4. Prideful idolatry under every tree | Ezekiel 6:13 
5. God’s Kingdom grows like a tree | Matthew 13:31-32 
6. Jesus hung on a tree for our pride | Galatians 3:13-14 
7. Connected like branches | John 17, Romans 11 
8. Eternal tree of life | Revelation 22:1-5 

 
Wendy Widder — Nebuchadnezzar’s undoing in Daniel 4 led to his overdue acknowledgment that 
the Most High God is sovereign over all human kings and kingdoms, a confession similar to the one 
all humankind will eventually utter: that Jesus Christ is Lord…From its humblest beginnings, the 
“mustard seed kingdom,” planted through the ministry of Jesus of Nazareth, will one day be in full 
glorious foliage, and the dominion, glory, and eternal kingship of Christ will be evident to all. Unlike 
the glorious kingdom of “Babylon the Great,” this kingdom will be ruled by a gentle and generous 
king. And unlike the short-lived kingdom of Nebuchadnezzar, this kingdom will have no end. The 
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expectation of such a future kingdom is especially good news to the powerless, the oppressed, and 
the persecuted, living under human political structures that pervert kingdom values. 
 
Fighting Pride 
Tremper Longman III — While Daniel 4 demonstrates God’s ability to humble the arrogant leader 
of a foreign oppressive empire—an enemy “out there,” so to speak—we must be careful concerning 
the pride that can infect our own lives. Christians are not immune from a pride that removes our 
eyes from God and places them squarely on ourselves. Indeed, it is precisely in situations like ours 
in the West, where we do not face active persecution, that this danger is most obvious…The 
message that God humbles the proud is not only a comfort; it is a warning to us all. 
 
Fighting Pride 

1. Admit that you’re prideful 
2. Learn your type of pride 
3. Humble yourself before Jesus 

 
Benediction | Adapted from Philippians 2 
Jesus, you have shown us perfect humility through your death on the cross. Because of this, God 
has highly exalted you and given you the name that is above every name, so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
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