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Scripture Reading:  2 Corinthians 5:14-21

 

 
Series Setup & Introductory Remarks 
Prayer 

 
I. Introduction 

● Acts 26:8 — Why is it so unbelievable to you that God raises the dead? 
 
Resurrection is Unbelievable 
 
Resurrection is Everywhere 

● Martin   Luther   —   Our   Lord   has   written   the   promise   of   resurrection,   not   in   books   alone,   but 

in   every   leaf   in   springtime. 

● Voltaire   —      It   is   not   more   surprising   to   be   born   twice   than   once;   everything   in   nature   is 

resurrection. 

 

N.T.   Wright   —   The   message   of   Easter   is   that   God's   new   world   has   been   unveiled   in   Jesus 

Christ   and   that   you're   now   invited   to   belong   to   it. 

 

Big Idea: If God raises the dead, that changes everything—including our relationships: with 
God, with others, and with ourselves. 
 
II Relationship With Self | vs. 14-15 

1. New belief 
a. “Fides quaerens intellectum” (faith seeking understanding) — St. Anselm of 

Canterbury (1033-1109) 
2. New motivation 
3. New purpose (Teleological) 

 
III. Relationship With Others | vs. 16-17 
How would your relationships change if you determined to not look at people according to the 

flesh, but to purposely view them as a new creation or as a potential new creation? 
 
IV. Relationship With God | vs. 18-19 

● Given, not gained 
● Restored, not ruptured 
● Forgiven, not fearful 
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V. Relationship With the World | vs. 20-21 
Lord’s prayer: “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” 
 
Harvie Conn (scholar, professor at Westminster Seminary) — Perhaps the best analogy to 
describe all this is that of a model home … On a tract of earth’s land purchased with the blood 
of Christ, Jesus the kingdom developer has begun building new housing. As a sample of what 
will be, he has erected a model home of what will eventually fill the urban neighborhood. Now 
he invites the…world into that model home to take a look at what will be. The church is the 
occupant of that model home, inviting neighbors into its open door to Christ. Evangelism is 
when the signs are put up saying, “Come in and look around” … In this model home we live out 
our new lifestyle as citizens of the heavenly city that one day will come. 
 
You can: 

● Despise the world around you (religion) 
● Assimilate to the world around you (compromise) 
● Love the world around you, and seek to be a part of God’s reconciling kingdom 

crashing into earth 
  
VI. Conclusion 
 
 
Benediction 
1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 – May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another 
and for all, as we do for you, so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before 
our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
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