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Because of the brokenness of the world, people often feel stepped on, pushed down, and low. 
By announcing the birth of Jesus to a lowly group of shepherds, God makes the good news of 
the gospel clear: the Savior has come to lift us up to be with him. 
 
Scripture Reading:  Luke 2:8-20 
 
Introduction 

● How do you respond when you’re put down or feel low? 
 
Israel’s Shepherds 
*Shepherd is a lowly occupation 
**God keeps raising up shepherds  

1. Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob | Genesis 
2. Moses | Exodus, Psalm 77:20 
3. King David | 1 Samuel, Psalm 78:70-72 
4. Bad Shepherds | Ezekiel 34 

 
Lowly Shepherds 

● Aristotle — The laziest are shepherds, who lead an idle life, and get their subsistence 
without trouble from tame animals; their flocks wandering from place to place in search 
of pasture, they are compelled to follow them, cultivating a sort of living farm. 

● Babylonian Talmud (Sanhedrin 25b) — The shepherds, who shepherd their animals in 
the fields of others and are therefore considered like robbers…When [the leaders] 
realized that they would intentionally send the animals to the fields of others from the 
outset, the Sages issued a decree that they are disqualified from bearing witness. 

 
Heavenly Visitors | vs. 8-9 
Good News for All | vs. 10-12 
Heavenly Worship | vs. 13-15 
Seeing the Messiah | vs. 16-18 
Wonder and Awe | vs. 19-20 
 
When We Feel Low 

1. Work hard | self-salvation 
2. Talk big | boast and brag 
3. Put down | overt and subtle 
4. Don’t care | denial and apathy 
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*We feel low because we are low 
Big Idea: The solution to our lowliness is to go even lower 
 
Gospel: Get Low 

1. God moves toward the humble and lowly | Isaiah 57:15 
2. Jesus is the humility of God | John 10:11 

a. Spurgeon — Now hath heavenly glory wedded earthly poverty; and, henceforth, 
let no man dare to despise the poor and needy, since the Son of the Highest is 
born in a stable, and cradled in a manger. How low the King of glory stoops, and 
how gloriously he uplifts the lowly to share his glory! 

3. We are lifted up in Christ | Ephesians 2:4-7 
 
Because of Jesus... 

1. …we are precious to him | Hebrews 2:11 
2. …we have purpose in our work | no occupation too low 

a. Dr. Gene Edward Veith — [I]n our relationship with God we should not distance 
ourselves from the vocations of daily life. On the contrary, as Christ Himself tells 
us, “as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers”—feeding the hungry, 
ministering to the sick, visiting the prisoner—“you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40). 
God is hidden in vocation; Christ is hidden in our neighbour. We love and serve 
God precisely by loving and serving our neighbours. Not to merit God’s favour, 
but as the spontaneous effect of the Gospel…[Therefore], a non-Christian and a 
Christian may work together on an assembly line, both performing exactly the 
same task. The one may see that work as just a tedious way to earn a living; the 
other may see that work through the eyes of faith as a way to love and serve his 
neighbours, and may catch a glimpse of the God who hides Himself even in 
factories. In vocation, ordinary life becomes transfigured with the presence of 
God. 

3. …we see a picture of godly leadership | 1 Peter 5:1-5  
4. …we know pattern for living | 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

 
Benediction | Jeremiah 9:23-24 
 
Leader 
23 Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast 
in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast in this, 
 
All 
that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, 
and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the Lord.” 
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