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Scripture Reading:  1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
 
Introduction 

● Three groups: 1) those with fear, 2) those with baggage, 3) not yet Christians 
● Request: open your mind and heart to hear what the bible actually teaches about these 

gifts. Even if you don’t have them, understanding will be beneficial to you. 
 
Big Idea: Some gifts seem “extraordinary” to us. But we should remember that we serve a 
Savior who rose from the dead. 
 
I. How Should We Think About These Gifts? 

1. The Bible speaks positively about these gifts | 1 Cor. 12:31, 14:18, 14:39 
2. The Bible speaks of these gifts continuing until Christ’s return | 1 Cor. 13:8-13 

a. Objection: argument from experience 
b. Objection: these gifts were given only to establish the church 

3. The Bible gives guidelines and guardrails to these gifts 
 
Church History 

● Augustine, City of God, Book XXII, Ch. 8 — What am I to do? I am so pressed by the 
promise of finishing this work, that I cannot record all the miracles I know; and 
doubtless several of our adherents, when they read what I have narrated, will regret that 
I have omitted so many which they, as well as I, certainly know. Even now I beg these 
persons to excuse me, and to consider how long it would take me to relate all those 
miracles, which the necessity of finishing the work I have undertaken forces me to omit. 
For were I to be silent of all others, and to record exclusively the miracles of healing 
which were wrought in the district of Calama and of Hippo…they would fill many 
volumes; and yet all even of these could not be collected, but only those of which 
narratives have been written for public recital. For when I saw, in our own times, 
frequent signs of the presence of divine powers similar to those which had been given 
of old, I desired that narratives might be written, judging that the multitude should not 
remain ignorant of these things. 

● Charles Spurgeon — I could tell as many as a dozen similar cases in which I pointed at 
somebody in the hall without having the slightest knowledge of the person, or any idea 
that what I said was right, except that I believed I was moved by the Spirit to say it; and 
so striking has been my description, that the persons have gone away, and said to their 
friends, “Come, see a man that told me all things that ever I did; beyond a doubt, he 
must have been sent of God to my soul, or else he could not have described me so 
exactly.” 
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Question: Are we looking for these gifts?! | Mark 6:5-6 
 
II. What Are the Extraordinary Gifts? 
 
1) Prophecy: hearing and communicating a divine message 

1. It can be predictive, often it is not 
2. There’s a difference between Old and New Testament prophecy | Joel 2:28-29, Deut. 

13:1-5, 1 Cor. 14:29-33, 1 Thes. 5:19-21 
a. Wayne Grudem — We do not find in the Old Testament any instance where the 

prophecy of someone who is acknowledged to be a true prophet is "evaluated" 
or "sifted" so that the good might be sorted from the bad, the true from the 
false. 

3. In the New Testament, “prophecy” has a range | 2 Peter 1:20-21, 1 Cor. 14:24-25, Acts 
21:11 

4. The giver is to speak with humility 
5. Receiver is to evaluate soberly 
6. Everybody should desire the gift of prophecy | 1 Corinthians 14:1 

 
2) Miracles: an activity where God uniquely demonstrates his power. 
Wayne Grudem — A miracle is a less common kind of God’s activity in which he arouses 
people’s awe and wonder and bears witness to himself. 
 

1. Miracles are different than healings 
2. Their purpose is to mark significant points in redemptive history 
3. Today, the gift of miracles can still operate in an apostolic way 
4. Miracles might not be as effective as you think | Matt. 16:1-4 

 
3) Gifts of Healings: The restoration of sick and injured people 
 

1. Healings are a picture of the Kingdom to come | Col. 1:20, Rev. 21:5 
2. Likely not one gift of healing, but many gifts of healings. 

a. 1 Cor. 12:28, 30 English translations say “gifts of healing” but the Greek is 
actually iamaton, or “healings” 

3. Ask for healing with faith and humility | Mark 11:24, James 5:15, 4:2-3 
 
4) Tongues + interpretation: Speaking in an unknown language 
Anthony Hoekema — Tongue-speaking, or glossolalia, to use the technical term, is a 
spontaneous utterance of sounds in a language the speaker has never learned and does not 
even understand. 
 

1. There are two types of tongues | 1 Cor. 13:1, 14:2, Acts 2 
2. Tongues cannot operate publicly without interpretation | 1 Cor. 14:27-28 
3. Best use of tongues is private prayer | 1 Cor. 14:6 
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III. Extraordinary Gifts, Extraordinary Gospel 
1. Prophecy: communicating the good news of Jesus 
2. Miracles: the gospel is the power of God for salvation 
3. Healings: God is making all things new 
4. Tongues: this good news is for all people 

 
Conclusion 

1. Don’t despise the gifts, celebrate them 
2. Don’t misuse the gifts, follow God’s way 
3. Don’t be prideful about the gifts, but humble 

 
Wayne Grudem — Probably the most important and certainly the most difficult lesson for us to 
learn is that ultimately spiritual gifts are not our presumed strengths and abilities, not 
something that we "have" (or even have been given), but what God does through us in spite of 
ourselves and our weakness. "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness." (2 Cor. 12:9) 
 
Benediction | Ephesians 3:20-21 
20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to 
the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
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