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Introduction 

● Does the Holy Spirit seem strange to you? 
● R.C. Sproul — What happened in the upper room was a kind of dynastic succession 

celebration. The concept of dynasties is sprinkled throughout the Old Testament: the 
patriarchal blessing was handed down from father to son, Moses passed the leadership 
of the people…into the hands of Joshua, and kings routinely passed their crowns to 
their sons. In a similar manner, Jesus was about to leave, so He turned the leadership 
of the earthly church over to the Holy Spirit. 

 
You need more of the Holy Spirit in your life 
 
Jesus Going Away | 14:4-6 
Another Helper | 14:16-17 
The Holy Spirit | 14:25-26 
Bearing Witness  15:26-27 
Better for Us | 16:6-15 
 
Understanding The Holy Spirit 

1. Pay attention to the names 
a. Spirit — breath of God 
b. Holy Spirit — God is holy 
c. Spirit of truth (three times!) — entirely trustworthy 
d. Paraclete — helper, counselor, advocate, encourager 

i. New English Translation — Finding an appropriate English translation for 
παράκλητος is a very difficult task. No single English word has exactly 
the same range of meaning as the Greek word. “Comforter,” used by 
some of the older English versions…suggests a quilt or a sympathetic 
mourner at a funeral. “Counselor” is adequate, but too broad, in contexts 
like “marriage counselor” or “camp counselor.” “Helper” or “Assistant” 
could also be used, but could suggest a subordinate rank. “Advocate,” 
[is] the word chosen for this translation...Because an “advocate” is 
someone who “advocates” or supports a position or viewpoint. 

ii. R.C. Sproul — In antiquity, a paraclete was an attorney, basically a 
defense attorney. If you had problems with the law and you needed 
somebody to represent you, you called your paraclete. The prefix para 
means "alongside or beside" and the verb kletos means "to call." So the 
paraclete was someone you called to come alongside you and help you 
in your defense. 
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2. Holy Spirit is more behind-the-scenes 
a. Proceeds from the Father | John 15:26 
b. Sent by the Son | John 16:7 
c. Speaks what he hears | John 16:13 
d. Glorifies the Son | John 16:14 
e. 325 Council of Nicea 

i. I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds; God 
of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being 
of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made. Who, 
for us men and for our salvation, came down and became incarnate, 
becoming man, suffered and rose again on the third day, ascended to 
the heavens, and will come to judge the living and the dead. And I 
believe in the Holy Ghost. 

f. 381 Council of Constantinople #1 
i. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

g. Over time... 
i. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

3. Christians have the Holy Spirit | 14:16-17 
4. The Holy Spirit makes Jesus close to us 

 
You Need More of the Holy Spirit Daily 
Sam Storms — [Dozens of New Testament passages] speak of believers being “filled” with the 
Spirit for ministry and life. The Spirit who was once given and now indwells each believer is 
continually “given” to enhance and intensify our relationship with Christ and to empower our 
efforts in ministry. 

1. By asking in prayer 
2. By reading Scripture 
3. By singing 
4. By fighting sin 
5. By community 

 
Benediction 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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