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Scripture Reading:  John 4:43-54 
 
 
Introduction 
Why do you believe what you believe? Religion, politics, health, nutrition 
 
Four Sources of Truth: 

1. Intellect 
2. Emotion 
3. Influences 
4. Experience 

 
God of Revelation 

1. Hebrews 1:1-2 — 1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 
fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son. 

 
Recap 

● First sign | John 2:11 
● Second sign | John 4:54 
● Purpose statement | John 20:30-31 

 
Big Idea: The only appropriate response to Jesus is faith, but not all faith is the same. 
 
I. Heading Home | vs. 43-45 
*Great response in Samaria, mixed results among his own people, the Jews 
 
II. A Long Journey | vs. 46-47 
*16 mi. flying, 25 mi. walking, 8-9 hrs 
 
III. Challenge and Obedience | vs. 48-50 
*Jesus is addressing the people, they all share a common problem 
 
IV. Miraculous Healing | vs. 51-54 
 
Five Stages of Faith  

1. False faith | missing the point 
2. Pre-faith | interested, seeking  
3. Infant faith | wanting, needing  
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4. Child faith | trusting, obeying 
5. Mature faith | confident, sharing 

 
Dangers of Each Stage  

1. False faith | no salvation  
2. Pre-faith | non-committal 
3. Infant faith | selfish, demanding 

a. Spurgeon — Though there is much excellence in [this type of faith] because it 
makes you pray, there is some fault in it because it makes you imprudently 
prescribe to the Almighty how he shall bless you—makes you in effect to 
impugn his sovereignty, and leads you ignorantly to dictate to him in what form 
the promised boon shall come. 

4. Child faith | blind faith, ignorant  
5. Mature faith | prideful, superior 

 
Application | How can we grow and mature in our faith? 
 
Benediction 
Ephesians 3:17-19 (adapted) — 17 [May] Christ may dwell in our hearts through faith—that we, 
being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what 
is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, that we may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
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