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Scripture Reading:  Romans 12:3-8 
 
Introduction 
Tim Siedell — NBA players are 7-foot tall freaks with wingspans that can reach from your 
breakfast buffet in the kitchen to the passenger side window of your minivan in the carport. 
That’s not reality. Nor is the 400-pound professional football player who can lift that van and 
run it down the street for an oil change. A baseball player, on the other hand, is a guy who 
looks like your brother’s best friend Brad. Or the shift manager at the factory. And we like that. 
 
Big Idea: Many spiritual gifts look rather “ordinary,” but they’re invaluable in the economy of 
the Kingdom of God. 
 
Where We’ve Been 

1. All Christians have the Holy Spirit 
2. All Christians have gifts from the Holy Spirit 
3. A healthy body needs all parts functioning well 
4. A Holy Spirit-active church will be “naturally supernatural” 
5. True unity and diversity are only possible through the gospel 

 
Where We’re Going 

1. These gift lists are likely not comprehensive 
2. Alternate categories: speaking & serving (1 Peter 4:10-11) 
3. Thinking with sober judgement means both humility and (proper) confidence 

 
I. What Are the “Ordinary” Gifts? 
 
Leadership gifts 

1. Leadership | Rom. 12:8 
2. Apostleship | 1 Cor. 12:28, Eph. 4:11 
3. Shepherd | Eph. 4:11 

 
Speaking (instructing) gifts | 1 Peter 4:11 

4. Evangelism | Eph. 4:11 
5. Teaching | Rom. 12:7, Eph. 4:11 
6. (Word of) knowledge | 1 Cor. 12:8 
7. (Word of) wisdom | 1 Cor. 12:8  
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Gifts that need caution 
8. Discernment (the ability to distinguish between spirits) | 1 Cor. 12:10 
9. Exhortation | Rom. 12:8 

 
Polarizing gifts 

10. Faith | 1 Cor. 12:9 
11. Administration | 1 Cor. 12:28 

 
Gifts that everyone loves 

12. Giving | Rom. 12:8 
13. Helping | 1 Cor. 12:28 
14. Serving | Rom. 12:7 
15. Mercy | Rom. 12:8 

 
 
II. Are There Others? 

● Very likely 
● Examples: Exodus 31:3, 1 Chronicles 15:22, Romans 8:26, 2 Timothy 1:6 
● Just exercise caution 

 
II. Is There a Difference Between a Spiritual Gift and a Talent? 

1. Christ-focused | 1 Corinthians 10:31 
2. Builds the Body | 1 Peter 4:10, Ephesians 4:11 
3. Fruit of the Spirit | Galatians 5:22-23 
4. People meet Jesus | 1 Corinthians 14:24-25 

 
Gospel 
These “ordinary” gifts point us to Jesus! He exercised all of them for our salvation. 
 
 
Benediction | 1 Peter 4:10-11   
10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who 
serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
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