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“The Upper Room” 

John #44 

John 15:12-17 

January 13, 2019 

 

Scripture Reading:  John 15:12-17 

 

Extended Setup 
● For the next 11 weeks we’re in the “Upper Room” | Luke 22:7-13 

● Upper Room themes: Father and Son, Holy Spirit, abiding, the world, obedience, 

prayer, our works, heaven, unity 

● We will be going “out of order” | My request: read John 14-17 each week 

 

Prayer 
 

Introduction 

● “We should all just love each other” — who disagrees with that? 

● The problem is that nobody does! 

 
Big Idea: Loved people will love people 

 

Jesus’ Love is…  
12 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13 

Greater love has 

no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 
1. Sacrificial | vs. 15:12-13 

a. John Calvin — God might have redeemed us by a single word, or by a mere act 

of his will, if he had not thought it better to do otherwise for our own benefit, 

that, by not sparing his own well-beloved Son, he might testify in his person how 

much he cares for our salvation. But now our hearts, if they are not softened by 

the inestimable sweetness of Divine love, must be harder than stone or iron. 

2. Elevating | vs. 14-15 

3. Disclosing | vs. 15 

4. Intentional | vs. 16 

a. D.A. Carson — As so often in this Gospel, where there is the slightest danger 

that the disciples will puff themselves up because of the privileges they enjoy, 

Jesus immediately forestalls any pretensions they might have. In the final 

analysis, his followers are privy to such revelations not because they are wiser or 

better and consequently made the right choices, but because Christ chose 

them. 

5. Active | vs. 16 

6. Generous | vs. 16 (cf 1 John 3:16-18) 

7. Commanding | vs. 17 
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a. N.T. Wright — You can’t legislate for love; but God, through Jesus, can 

command you to love. Discovering the difference between what law cannot 

achieve and what God can and does achieve is one of the great arts of being 

human, and of being Christian. In the present passage we are brought in on the 

secret of it all. The ‘command’ to love is given by one who has himself done 

everything that love can do. When a mother loves a child, she creates the 

context in which the child is free to love her in return. When a ruler really does 

love his or her subjects, and when this becomes clear by generous and 

warm-hearted actions, he or she creates a context in which the subjects can 

and will love them in return. 

b. Isaac Watts — When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory 

died; My richest gain, I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride; Were 

the whole realm of nature mine that were an offering far too small; Love so 

amazing, so divine demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

Big Idea: Loved people will love people 

 

Living in Jesus’ Love 

1. Remember that Jesus is the definition of love 

2. When you act unloving, remind yourself that you are loved. 

3. When *they act unloving, remind them that they are loved. 

 

 

Benediction 
1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 – May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another 

and for all, as we do for you, 
13

 so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness 

before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
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