
“The Wisdom of Friendship” 
Proverbs #2 
Various Proverbs 
July 21, 2019 
 
Scripture Reading: Proverbs 17:17, 18:24, 27:6 
Series Setup & Introductory Remarks 
Prayer 
 
Introduction 
I Can Tell We Are Going to Be Friends by The White Stripes 
 

Fall is here, hear the yell, back to school, ring the bell 
Brand new shoes, walking blues, climb the fence, books and pens 

I can tell that we are gonna be friends 
Walk with me, Suzy Lee, through the park and by the tree 

We will rest upon the ground and look at all the bugs we found 
Safely walk to school without a sound 

Here we are, no one else, we walked to school all by ourselves 
There’s dirt on our uniforms, from chasing all the ants and worms 

We clean up and now it’s time to learn 
Numbers, letters, learn to spell, rhymes and books and show and tell 

Playtime we will throw the ball, back to class through the hall 
Teacher marks our height against the wall 

We don't notice any time passed, we don't notice anything 
We sit side by side in every class 

Teacher thinks that I sound funny, but she likes the way you sing 
Tonight I’ll dream while I’m in bed, when silly thoughts go through my head 

'Bout the bugs and alphabet, when I wake tomorrow I’ll bet 
That you and I will walk together again 
I can tell that we are gonna be friends 

 
Friendship Difficulties 

1. The individual is ultimate 
2. Romance is ultimate 
3. True friendship is rare | Proverbs 20:6 

a. Fairweather friends | Proverbs 19:4-7a 
b. Foolish friends | Proverbs 13:20 
c. Wicked friends | Proverbs 1:10-16 

 
‘No Greater Love 
John 15  12 “This is my command: Love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has greater love 
than this: to lay down his life for his friends. 
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Aelred of Rievaulx — I do not assume that my explanation can match the great value of the topic. 
Nothing in human life is hungered for with more holiness, nothing is sought with more utility, 
nothing is found with more difficulty, nothing is experienced with more pleasure, and nothing is 
possessed with more fruitfulness. Friendship bears fruit in our present life and in the next. 
 
Story of Humanity 

● Created for relationship 
● Relationship broken by sin and rebellion 
● God’s redemptive mission in Jesus Christ 
● Ultimately, joined in a forever family with God 

 
Human Relationships 

● Stranger 
● Acquaintance 
● Companion 
● Friend 
● Family 

 
The purpose of friendship is to display the joy of the gospel—relationship with God. 
 
Friendship Defined 

1. Enjoyment, not tolerance | Proverbs 27:9 
2. Commitment, not convenience | Proverbs 17:17, 18:24 

○ Wesley Hill — What we need now isn’t disinterested, disembodied companionship. 
We need stronger bonds between brothers and sisters in Christ. We need ways to 
voluntarily surrender our freedom and independence and link ourselves, spiritually 
and tangibly, to those we’ve come to love. 

3. Vulnerability, not guardedness | Proverbs 27:6 
○ Aelred of Rievaulx — Divine authority commands that many more be received to 

the clasp of charity than to the embrace of friendship. By the law of charity we are 
ordered to welcome into the bosom of love not only our friends but also our 
enemies. But we call friends only those to whom we have no qualm about 
entrusting our heart and all its contents, while these friends are bound to us in turn 
by the same inviolable law of loyalty and trustworthiness. 

 
Gospel as Friendship 

1. Jesus inconvenced himself 
2. Jesus committed to us 
3. Jesus was vulnerable 
4. Jesus loves us and enjoys us 

 
Friendship Pursued 

1. Prioritize friendship 
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2. Be open to surprise 
3. Act like a friend 
4. Keep Christ central 

○ Aelred — I want to be more fully taught about the right kind of friendship between 
us, which should begin in Christ, be maintained according to Christ, and have its 
end and value referred to Christ. 

 
God Calls Us Friend 
Isaiah 41  8 But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of Abraham, my 
friend; 9 you whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, saying to 
you, “You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off”; 10 fear not, for I am with you; be 
not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand. 
 
 
 
Benediction | From Ephesians 3:17-19 
May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith—that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may 
have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that we may be filled with all the 
fullness of God. 
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