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Introduction 

● Most common word in John: “believe” — used 98 times 
● Second most common word in John: “world” — used  78 times (38 in the Upper Room)   
● Greek word is kosmos 

 
What does “the world” even mean? | Planet, People, Powers 

1. The world as creation | John 17:5 
2. All mankind | 1:9-10 
3. The redeemed | 1:29 
4. Unredeemed | 14:15-17 
5. Powers (beliefs, practices, values, politics) | 12:31, 18:36 

 
Recent Church History | Lots of Important Thought 

1. Abraham Kuyper (1837 – 1920) | Dutch author and theologian 
2. Niebuhr brothers | 

a. Richard (1894–1962) | professor at Yale, Christ and Culture (1951) 
b. Reinhold (1892–1971) | professor at Union Seminary, Moral Man and Immoral 

Society (1932) 
3. Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906 – 1945) | German theologian, The Cost of Discipleship (1937) 
4. Rod Dreher (b. 1967) | author,  The Benedict Option (2017) 
5. Others 

a. James K.A. Smith | Desiring the Kingdom (2009) 
b. David VanDrunen | Living in God’s Two Kingdoms (2010) 
c. James Davison Hunter | To Change the World (2010)  
d. Matthew Kaemingk | Christian Hospitality and Muslim Immigration in an Age of Fear 

(2018) 
 
Big Idea: As Christians, interacting with “the world” requires careful thought, intentional action, 
resilience, and Christ-like love. 
 
Answering Questions 

1. Does God love the whole world? Yes. 
a. God loves all he has made | Psalm 145:9 

i. John Calvin — [Two] points are distinctly stated to us: namely, that faith in 
Christ brings life to all, and that Christ brought life, because the Father 
loves the human race, and wishes that they should not perish. 

b. Brokenhearted love | John 3:19 
c. God has a special love for the redeemed | 17:23 

1 



2. Why do followers of Jesus find themselves at odds with the world? 
a. Born from above, not of this world | John 1:12-13  
b. We operate according to different values | 17:14 

3. Should we love the world or not? 
a. Paradox between John 3:16 and 1 John 2:15-16 

 
HOW Are We To Interact with the World? 

1. Non-options: 
a. No engagement | John 17:18 
b. Be like the world | John 15:19 
c. Force change | John 18:36 

2. Healthy engagement 
a. (1) Practice robust spirituality | John 15:3-5 
b. (2) Be for the world | John 17:20-21 
c. (3) Sometimes engage/pull back, always be faithfully present |John  17:14-15 
d. (4) Develop resilience | John 15:18-21 
e. (5) Remember how Jesus treated us | John 17:26 

i. Dietrich Bonhoeffer — The Christian must treat his enemy as a brother, and 
requite his hostility with love. His behavior must be determined not by the 
way others treat him, but by the treatment he himself receives from Jesus; 
it has only one source, and that is the will of Jesus. 

f. (6) Eagerly await Christ’s return | John 14:3, 18 
g. (7) Remember God’s sovereignty | John 10:29 

i. Maltbie Davenport Babcock: 
This is my Father's world, o let me ne'er forget 
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet 
This is my Father's world, why should my heart be sad? 
The Lord is King, let the heavens ring!  God reigns, let the earth be glad! 

 
 
 
Benediction 
Adapted from John 16:33 
Jesus said all these things to us, so that in him we may have peace. In the world, we will have 
tribulation. But let us take heart, for Christ has overcome the world! 
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