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Scripture Reading:  Daniel 5:1-9 
 
Introduction 
Holman Bible Dictionary — The Greek and Hebrew words that are translated by the English word 
“hand” appear approximately 1,800 times. Of these occurrences to which “hand” is referred, the 
literal sense is intended some 500 times, and the figurative sense some 1,300 times…The largest 
number of figurative uses of “hand” relate to God. The “hand of God” or “in Thy hand” is an idiom 
referring to the supreme and almighty power and authority of God (1 Chron. 29:12). In Isaiah 59:1 
God’s hand was described as mighty. Exodus 13:3–16 described God’s deliverance of Israel from 
Egypt by His “strong hand.” The creative work of God involved the use of His hands to make the 
heavens and the earth (Pss. 8:6; 95:5). God uses His hand to uphold and guide the righteous (Pss. 
37:24; 139:10). Punishment and affliction come from the hand of God (Exod. 9:3; Deut. 2:15; Judg. 
2:15; 1 Sam. 7:13; 12:15; Ruth 1:13). The hand of God can be upon someone in either a good or bad 
sense. In a good sense, it meant to bring aid, while the negative connotation meant to hinder or 
distress (Amos 1:8). 
 
A New King | vs. 1 
1 King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank wine in front of the 
thousand. 
 
History Lesson 
605 BC | Nebuchadnezzar’s First Siege of Jerusalem 
587 BC | Nebuchadnezzar Destroys Jerusalem 
561/562 BC | Nebuchadnezzar Dies 
555/556 BC | Nabonidus becomes king 
October 12, 539 BC | Persia Conquers Babylon 
 
Choon-Leong Seow  Babylon, being surrounded by two sets of double walls totaling some 
eighty-five feet in thickness and further defended by fortified towers throughout, was considered 
an impenetrable fortress, which perhaps accounts for the nonchalance in the city even when the 
invading force camped just outside. According to the Greek historians Herodotus and Xenophon, 
the leading citizens of Babylon were happily enjoying themselves at a banquet when the invaders 
surprised them. According to Xenophon, the Persians dug a trench around the city at night while 
the Babylonians were preoccupied with their nocturnal celebrations, temporarily diverted the 
Euphrates into the trench and entered the city unnoticed by going along the river bed. Swiftly the 
invaders moved to the palace and killed the drunken guards and eventually also the Babylonian 
king, whom the legend does not name but simply describes as a reckless and godless youngster. 
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Tremper Longman III  Until recently Belshazzar was thought to be one of those errors in the 
Bible’s understanding of history that led many to doubt its accuracy. However, after the discovery 
and decipherment of cuneiform tablets began in the nineteenth century, we began to learn more 
and more about the period in question. As a result, Belshazzar emerged from the shadows as a 
definite historical character. Today we have abundant textual witness to the fact that he was the 
son of Nabonidus. More than that, Belshazzar was coregent and actually in charge of Babylon 
during his father’s ten-year absence from the capital city, thus explaining the reference to him as 
king. 
 
Robert Koldewey | German Archaologist (1855-1925) 

● Major excavations of ancient Babylon 
● Discovered the throneroom of Nebuchadnezzar (likely where this event took place) 
● Discovered the “Jehoichin Ration Tablet” 

○ Cuneiform writing in Akkadian language 
○ Instructions about how much food certain prisoners should get 
○ “Jehoiachin, king of the land of Judah” | 2 Kings 24:11-13 

 
Great Blasphemy | vs. 2-4 
 
The Hand of God | vs. 5-6 
 
Call the Wise Men | vs. 7-9 
 
Remember Daniel? | vs. 10-12 
 
Daniel Enters | vs. 13-16 
 
You Should Know Better | vs. 17-23 
 
The Writing Interpreted | vs. 24-28 
Wendy Widder The consonantal letters on the wall could have been vocalized a number of 
different ways. Daniel read the letters according to the simplest possible pattern in Aramaic, 
forming three nouns: mene (or mina), tekel (or shekel), parsin (plural of peres). Each word likely 
referred to a standard of weights and measures. But these three nouns do not present an obvious 
interpretation. It would be like trying to make sense of a message, “grams, kilograms, tons.” In his 
interpretation, Daniel read the consonants according to another Aramaic pattern, forming passive 
participles that meant, respectively, numbered, weighed, and divided. 
 
The End of Babylon 
 
Hand of Judgment and Redemption  
Isaiah 48  12 “Listen to me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom I called! I am he; I am the first, and I am the 
last. 13 My hand laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand spread out the heavens; when I 
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call to them, they stand forth together. 14 “Assemble, all of you, and listen! Who among them has 
declared these things? The Lord loves him; he shall perform his purpose on Babylon, and his arm 
shall be against the Chaldeans…17 Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: “I am 
the Lord your God, who teaches you to profit, who leads you in the way you should go. 18 Oh that 
you had paid attention to my commandments! Then your peace would have been like a river, and 
your righteousness like the waves of the sea; 19 your offspring would have been like the sand, and 
your descendants like its grains; their name would never be cut off or destroyed from before me.” 
20 Go out from Babylon, flee from Chaldea, declare this with a shout of joy, proclaim it, send it out 
to the end of the earth; say, “The Lord has redeemed his servant Jacob!” 
 
Big Idea: The same hand of God that brings judgment on the wicked brings redemption for the humble. 

● Hand of judgment | Hebrews 10:31 
● Hand of redemption | Psalm 118:14-16 

 
Jesus in God’s Hands 
Luke 23  46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my 
spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. 
 
Charles Spurgeon Brethren, the Lord Jesus has this day conquered all our sins. There is not a 
transgression left to accuse his people; there is against them in God’s book no record; he hath 
perfected for ever them that are set apart. The work is finished; salvation is complete. The right 
hand of the Lord has done for us what we could not have done for ourselves; what the angels of 
heaven would not have been so foolish as to have attempted, the Lord Jesus Christ hath most 
surely completed for all believers. Heaven rings this day with the joyful songs of his triumphant 
saints, who tell how “the right hand of the Lord is exalted.” 
 
The Hand of Grace | John 10:27-30 
 
The Hand of Comfort | Revelation 1:17-18 
 
The Hand of Care | 1 Peter 5:5-7 
 
 
Benediction 
Psalm 31  14 But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.” 15 My times are in your hand; rescue 
me from the hand of my enemies and from my persecutors! 

3 


